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DUMMY RUN 

Help for trainee medics on hospital ward 



NIP quits 
role over 
ruling on 
pub laws 

A Black Country MP has re¬ 
signed from his government 
role as a private parliamen¬ 
tary secretary over legisla¬ 
tion to protect pubs threat¬ 
ened by developers. 

James Morris, MP for 
Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis, refused to vote with 
the government and oppose 
a law ensuring that plan¬ 
ning permission is needed 
before a pub can be demol¬ 
ished or converted. 

Instead he resigned from 
his role as parliamentary 
private secretary to sec¬ 
retary to Esther McVey, 
minister of state for employ¬ 
ment. 

Easier 

Mr Morris said the aim of 
the law change was to make 
it easier for pubs to be pro¬ 
tected. 

He added: “At the mo¬ 
ment, you have to go 
through this process of get¬ 
ting the pub registered as an 
Asset of Community Value 
(ACV), which offers a fair 
degree of legal protection for 
the pub, but involves a lot of 
bureaucracy, so we thought 
it would be far easier for 
developers to have to get 
planning permission which 
would cut the bureaucracy 
involved.” 

Mr Morris supported the 
The Friends of Haden Cross 
Inn in their successful bat¬ 
tle against plans to build a 
supermarket on its Cradley 
Heath car park. 

Extra demand 
hits policing 

OVERSTRETCHED po¬ 
lice in the West Midlands 
are taking longer to handle 
non-emergencies because 
they are being called to cov¬ 
er major events elsewhere 
in the UK. 

One recent example was 
the 2014 Nato summit with 
453 West Midlands officers 
sent to Wales between Au¬ 
gust 26 and September 
9. Most worked seven to 
14 days in a row. It was 
stressed it had no impact on 
emergency responses. 


GEARING UP 10 
DEFEND WEDGE 


Report by Rob Cox 


COMMUNITY leaders in Halesowen are gearing up to 
fight plans to build on treasured greenbelt land. 

The Coombs Wood Wedge, at the edge of the town, is cherished by lo¬ 
cals as a place to walk and a habitat for wildlife. But the land is believed 
to be under threat from housing developers, with councillors saying 
they understand 80 homes are earmarked for the site. 

St Modwen Properties is keeping tight-lipped about its plans for the land which runs 
alongside the Dudley Canal off Mucklow Hill. But all three Halesowen North ward coun¬ 


cillors have agreed to fight any proposals for 

More short 
stay spaces 
to aid trade 

PLANS to create 35 extra free short stay 
car parking spaces in Halesowen have been 
announced to help boost trade in the town. 

Dudley Council transport bosses say the 
scheme will double the existing number of 
free short-stay on-street spaces available. 

Officers said there was presently 35 short 
stay spaces. Under the scheme, 28 new free 
spaces will be created and seven existing 
bays will be re-designated as short stay. 

The move follows discussions between 
Dudley Council and Halesowen Chamber 
of Trade last year. Traders called for more 
short stay 45-minute parking spaces to help 
boost trade. 

Exciting 

Bosses said the proposed spaces would go 
in across the town including Great Corn- 
bow, Summer Hill, Pool Road and Bir¬ 
mingham Road. Alongside new spaces in 
Birmingham Road, seven spaces presently 
designated for three-hour parking, will be 
re-designated as short stay. 

Dudley Council cabinet member for 
transport, Councillor Khurshid Ahmed 
said: “These are exciting proposals to in¬ 
crease the short-stay free parking provision 
in Halesowen town centre. 


new homes. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare said 
she had previously fought hard against 
Coombs Wood Cricket Club moving onto 
the land, as she feared it would encourage 
other proposals to build there. 

“The fact is that rumours of a possible 
development came even sooner than I had 
expected,” she said. 

“I find it extremely frustrating that 
there is still nothing in the public domain 
although it is clear that plans and options 
are being drawn up behind the scenes and 
meetings have taken place with several 
groups.” 

She added there was no need to build on 
greenbelt land in the area as there are two 
suitable brownfield locations nearby. 

“There are other potential sites such as 
Holt Farm School, the land at the bottom 
of Fairfield Road and other former in¬ 
dustrial sites where businesses have long 
since gone and which are desperately in 
need of development and would take away 
the blight on surrounding homes.” 

Petition 

Councillor Stuart Henley has launched 
a petition citing concerns about the impact 
of any development on traffic and council¬ 
lor Hilary Bills has urged residents to fight 
“tooth and nail”. 

Mick Freer of the Halesowen Abbey 
Trust, which spent £16,00 improving the 
site for recreation, has written to St Mod- 
wen opposing housing on the site. 

Ian Romano, senior development sur¬ 
veyor at St Modwen, said: “We are doing 
no more at this stage other than consid¬ 
ering our options for the Halesowen area. 
We have received a number of approaches 
for different uses on the Coombs Wood 
Green Wedge, but remain committed to 
enhancing it for residents.” 


Book to remember Tommy 



Sisters Angela Daniels and Jill Hughes with a portrait of comedian Tommy Mundon 

TWO of Black Country comedian Tommy a family friend. We went to his funeral 
Mundon’s fans are planning a book that and whilst we were there we realised just 
will also tell his life story from his humble how many people had stories about what a 
beginnings in Halesowen. great man he was, everybody had their an- 

Tommy died last year aged 80 following a ecdotes.” 
long battle with Parkinson’s Disease. Tommy’s widow Val has given her bless- 

Retired teacher Angela Daniels, of Hale- ing. Mrs Daniels said anybody wishing 
sowen, and her sister Jill Hughes performed to contribute to the book, to raise money 
with Tommy in the 1970s in musical group for Mary Stevens Hospice, can email ange 
Family Affair. Mrs Daniels said: “He was laandjill@gmail.com or call 0121 5503221. 


Closures 
in place to 
allow for 
EDL march 

MOTORISTS and shoppers 
are being warned of dis¬ 
ruption after road closures 
were announced in Dudley 
ahead of an English Defence 
League protest. 

Police have revealed ac¬ 
cess to a number of roads 
will be restricted as they bid 
to manage crowds from the 
EDL and a counter anti-fas¬ 
cism demonstration. 

EDL members are asked 
to gather at Rock Zombie 
nightclub, King Street, 
which will open from 10am. 

They will march through 
the town centre and pro¬ 
test outside Dudley Council 
House, in Priory Road at 
2pm. A counter UNITY rally 
takes place in Castle Street 
from 11am by the Earl of 
Dudley statue. 

Road restrictions will op¬ 
erate in Castle Gate island 
at Castle Hill, Hall Street, 
Flood Street and King 
Street at the junction with 
New Mill Street. 

Closures will also be in 
place in Dudley High Street, 
The Inhedge at the junction 
with Wolverhampton Street, 
Ednam Road, Priory Road 
at the island with the Broad¬ 
way and Paganel Drive. 

Police say the hope to dis¬ 
perse the EDL protest soon 
after 3pm. 

Anti-fascism group Dud¬ 
ley United Against Racism 
and Islamophobia criticised 
police for allowing Rock 
Zombie to open early to 
serve EDL members. 

Parking limit 
near station 

PLANS to introduce a 
three-hour parking limit at 
public gardens in Cradley 
Heath to stop commuters 
leaving their cars there all 
day have been approved. 

The car park off Sydney 
Road is for users of Mary 
Macarthur Gardens. There 
had been complaints that it 
was being used by commut¬ 
ers who didn’t want to pay 
to park at the nearby rail 
station. Sandwell Council 
has approved a three-hour 
limit with no return within 
two hours. 



175/65/14 
NEW TYRES ONLY 
e 31.95 

including fitting while stocks last 


Beet the frost end cold 
this winter with 
NEW BATTERIES from 
£30 fully fitted 


FREE PICK-UR & DELIVERY SERVICE 

We Take Care of Your Car, So Your Car Can Take Care of You 




Good Garage Scheme*® 

Registered Member 


www. midlandsmotorcare .co.uk 




Unit 17 Lye Valley Ind Estate DY9 8HX 
Tel: 07595 585487 / 01384 892909 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Dudley who can help: 

Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Ross: 01384 353207 
alex-ross@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
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Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
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What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 

E-mail your information and pictures to: 
dudley.chrons@expressandstar.co.uk 


Sports: 

Tel: 01902 319453. e-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Photographic 

Tel: John Sambrooks 01902 319431 
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Cabbies furious over wait for tests 


TAXI drivers say they are being 
forced off the road by waiting times 
at Dudley Council’s main servicing 
and repairs centre, say cabbies. 

The drivers want the council to 
have multiple sites for the tests to 
cut down on queues. Currently the 
authority only has one. 

MOTs can be carried out at any 
garage but specific checks to ensure 
taxi safety must be held at the coun¬ 


cil’s own garage in Brierley Hill. 
The council recently moved from a 
single bay testing facility in Nether- 
ton to one capable of seeing two cars 
at once in Narrowboat Way. 

But taxi drivers say there are two 
bays to service the 301 hackney car¬ 
riages and 401 private hire taxis in 
the borough. 

Members of Dudley Private Hire 
and Taxi Association say members 


face lost earnings as it could take up 
to three days to get a test slot. 

Group chairman Shaz Saleem 
said the waiting times were unac¬ 
ceptable when drivers are facing 
pressures on their incomes 

“The wait can be up to three days 
for retests so drivers are off three 
days with no work,” he said. “Other 
councils have more than one testing 
station.” 


Councillor Rachel Harris said: 
“Taxis used the council’s Lister 
Road depot in Netherton which had 
one ramp, while the new facility has 
two. 

“This is a clear improvement in 
the service and should reduce any 
waiting time but if tests are failed 
there is inevitably a short wait 
while appropriate work is carried 
out to ensure the car is safe.” 


Boss is disappointed 
over level of support 


BUSINESSES have failed to receive full back¬ 
ing for a scheme aiming to boost trade in 
Halesowen - prompting an angry reaction 
from the town’s chamber of commerce. 

Chamber of commerce chairman Wayne Edwards 
was seeking £6,000 of community funding to help 
him establish a Business Improvement District - 
BID - in the town. 

But the six councillors 
who make-up the Hale¬ 
sowen North and South 
Community Forum had con¬ 
cerns about granting the full 
amount and instead agreed 
to pledge just £2,000. 

BIDs are intended to de¬ 
liver additional services to 
firms and to boost the local 
economy. Businesses put 
money into a central pot and 
make decisions on how the 
fund is spent. 

Mr Edwards said: “I am 
disappointed. I feel the BID 
would offer the town huge 
long-term benefits and that 
has not been recognised. 

Savings 

“Ultimately this could 
bring great savings to Dud¬ 
ley Council and be hugely 
beneficial to the regenera¬ 
tion of Halesowen. 

“The money would be at 
the level where people know 
how best to spend it. At the 
end of the day the council 
simply hasn’t got the re¬ 
sources to spend on addi¬ 
tional schemes.” 

For a BID to be formed, 
it must win the support of 
the majority of firms in the 
proposed area in a ballot. 
Mr Edwards was planning 
to use the £6,000 to finance 
‘high profile’ marketing to 
put a strong case to put to 
traders. 

While the six ward coun¬ 
cillors supported the prin¬ 
cipal, Councillor Karen 
Shakespeare said the 
money was being awarded 
on a ‘speculative’ basis as 
there was no guarantee 
businesses would back the 
proposals. 


Funding for 
low-price 
new homes 

HUNDREDS of new homes 
will be built in Dudley bor¬ 
ough after Government 
ministers confirmed more 
than £6 million of funding 
for the scheme. 

The money will go to¬ 
wards a total investment 
of £40m to create around 
350 ‘affordable’ homes over 
the next five years. Dudley 
Council successfully secured 
£6.2m through the Govern¬ 
ment’s Local Growth Fund. 

The areas which could 
have future housing estates 
include former garage sites 
and the former archives 
building on Mount Pleasant 
Street in Coseley. 

Identify 

The council will look to 
identify and develop addi¬ 
tional sites subject to secur¬ 
ing planning permission. 

Councillor Gaye Par¬ 
tridge, who is responsible 
for housing across the bor¬ 
ough, said: “We have a suc¬ 
cessful recent track record 
of new build schemes and 
we are pleased to have re¬ 
ceived confirmation of this 
funding.” 

“Many of the schemes we 
are looking to develop are 
relatively small but when 
put together we are confi¬ 
dent they will make a big 
difference to local people.” 


Family tragedy inspires event 



Fundraiser Gemma Warr pictured with her grandfather Henry Askins of Quarry Bank 


GEMMA Warr knows more than most 
about the devastating effects of dementia 
and Alzheimer’s. The illnesses have tore a 
destructive path through her family. 

Her auntie Marion Hill died last month 
after a 13-year-battle with Alzheimer’s, 
while her grandfather — Marion’s father 
— is currently suffering from dementia. 

The mother-of-two said: “He doesn’t 
even know his daughter has died. It is 
heart-wrenching. ” 

Her husband’s grandmother also had 


dementia. Now Gemma, aged 31, of Robin 
Hood Road, Quarry Bank, is determined 
to raise awareness. She is to host a fund¬ 
raising night at The Laurels Club in Colley 
Gate on April 10. Black Country X Factor 
star Wagner is set to make an appearance. 

Gemma’s grandfather Henry Askins, 89, 
also of Quarry Bank, has been battling de¬ 
mentia for 18 months. Gemma divides her 
time between work as a job centre advisor 
in Halesowen and caring for Henry. Con¬ 
tact Gemma via coopergemma@sky.com 


Offers on 
leisure 
activities 
at centre 

PARENTS will be able to 
take advantage of activities 
at Halesowen Leisure Cen¬ 
tre this half term. 

The centre’s pools will 
host the popular aqua run 
with inflatables and obsta¬ 
cles on Tuesday (February 
17) and Thursday (Febru¬ 
ary 19), as well as pool play 
mat sessions on Februaryl6 
and 20. 

The sessions run at 
1.15pm and 3.15pm each 
day and cost £4 for adults 
and £2.50 for under-16s. 

There will also be a £7 for 
seven days deal, which in¬ 
cludes access to the pool ses¬ 
sions as well as the squash 
and table tennis courts. 

Discount 

Juniors under 16 also re¬ 
ceive a 50 per cent discount. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, 
cabinet member responsible 
for health, said: “Halesowen 
Leisure Centre is offering a 
number of activities to help 
keep children active during 
the February half term — so 
no matter what the weather 
is doing, there will be no 
need for youngsters to be 
bored.” 

For more information 
visit Halesowen Leisure 
Centre, call (01384) 812800, 
or go to www.dudley.gov.uk/ 
sport website. 

Tower block 
tales sought 

A COMMUNITY project is 
collecting stories about life 
in the Black Country’s tow¬ 
er blocks. 

The Black Capital Project 
is receiving support from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and is run by the Distinctly 
Black Country network. 

It wants to hear from 
people who have lived in 
high-rise council housing, 
including those now demol¬ 
ished, and from those in¬ 
volved in planning, building 
or managing tower blocks. 

E-mail distinctlyblack- 
country@wolverhampton. 
gov.uk or call 01902 552046. 

Forest rocker 

ROCK legend Robert Plant 
has announced a concert on 
Cannock Chase this sum¬ 
mer. The former Led Zeppe¬ 
lin frontman will take to the 
stage with his new band The 
Sensational Space Shifters 
on July 11. Five thousand 
tickets go on sale tomorrow 
(Friday) at 9am. 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Talks will 
precede 
inquiry on 
stabbing 

THE family of tragic stab 
victim Christina Edkins are 
in talks with NHS chiefs 
ahead of a fresh inquiry into 
her death. 

NHS England confirmed 
meetings were ongoing with 
the family of the 16-year-old 
Halesowen schoolgirl, who 
was stabbed by paranoid 
schizophrenic Phillip Simel- 
ane on a bus in Birmingham 
while on her way to school 
in March 2013. 

In November it was re¬ 
vealed a far-reaching review 
will take place after an ini¬ 
tial inquiry by Birmingham 
Cross City Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group said Christi¬ 
na’s death could have been 
prevented. It emerged Sime- 
lane had been released from 
prison with no supervision 
only months before the at¬ 
tack. 

The family called for the 
full facts and those respon¬ 
sible for failings to be iden¬ 
tified. 

A spokesman for NHS 
England said: “Meetings 
with Christina’s family and 
other key partners are on¬ 
going. 

“Once we have all the in¬ 
formation that we need, an 
Independent Investigation 
will be commissioned.” 

Simelane was detained 
indefinitely in a psychiatric 
hospital. 

£l.6m centre 
for students 

FORTY extra school places 
will be created under plans 
for a new £1.6 million ed¬ 
ucation centre for young 
people with learning diffi¬ 
culties. 

It will be built on the site 
of the old Pensnett High 
School in Dudley. 

A £lm grant has been se¬ 
cured towards the project, 
which includes demolishing 
former buildings on the site, 
including the main school 
building that fronts Tiled 
House Lane. 

The centre will be created 
by refurbishing one of the 
remaining buildings and 
run by Pens Meadow Special 
School. 


Homes power cut 

MORE than 1,700 homes 
were plunged into darkness 
in Halesowen. 

A cable fault caused 
power to be lost at 6.30am 
on Tuesday. A total of 1,718 
homes were affected. Engi¬ 
neers from Western Power 
Distribution were able to 
restore power by 8am. 


Father who beat cancer twice backs fund 



Samuel, Matt and Bethany 


A FATHER who has beaten cancer 
twice teamed up with his young 
twins to launch fundraising for 
World Cancer Day. 

Matt Wakefield took the decision 
to have his sperm frozen when he 
was diagnosed with testicular can¬ 
cer aged 20. As a result, his fiance 
Corinne gave birth to twins Samuel 
and Bethany, now six, in 2008. 

The cinema attendant thought 
he was in the clear until he found a 
lump in his other testicle last sum¬ 
mer and was diagnosed with the dis¬ 
ease a second time. 


He teamed up with Sam and 
Bethany to people to purchase a 
Cancer Research UK ‘unity band’ 
for World Cancer Day, which was 
yesterday (Wednesday). 

Matt, who works at Dudley Show¬ 
case Cinema, said: “I was terrified 
when I was diagnosed with cancer 
but thanks to research and treat¬ 
ment, I’m still here. “ 

Matt spotted a lump on his left 
testicle in October 1999 but it was 
so small he didn’t worry about it. 
Eight months later, after it had 
grown and started to ache, he went 


to his GP and was referred to hospi¬ 
tal straight away. “I don’t remem¬ 
ber much of what was said because 
I was in shock and thought I was 
going to die,” said Matt. 

Following surgery to remove the 
testicle Matt was advised to con¬ 
sider sperm banking before under¬ 
going radiotherapy treatment. 

“Some years later, when my fi¬ 
ance Corinne and I decided we 
would like to have a family, I dis¬ 
covered it had affected my fertility. 
I was relieved that I had banked 
sperm before my treatment. We de¬ 


cided to go ahead with IVF and were 
very fortunate that it worked first 
time. Now we have two wonderful 
twins who are a delight - although 
they keep our hands full.” 

Last summer Matt was leaving 
nothing to chance when he discov¬ 
ered a second lump. “Luckily I had 
caught it early. I had surgery to re¬ 
move the testicle and then one cycle 
of chemotherapy, just as a precau¬ 
tion to mop up any stray cancer 
cells. The chemo was administered 
on the Friday and I was back at 
work on the Monday.” 


Eight year stretch after 
victim stabbed in chest 


A FORMER soldier’s medical training may 
have saved the life of a man stabbed in the 
chest during a fracas, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. 

Wayne Hudson leaped into action after Lee Giles 
was knifed in the chest during the melee in the flat 
opposite his home, said Miss Raj Punia, prosecuting. 

He provided emergency first aid until paramedics arrived 


54 Ring and 
Ride jobs go 
in cutbacks 

RING-AND -RIDE services 
across the West Midlands 
are shedding 54 jobs as 
budget cuts of £700,000 
start to take effect. 

West Midlands Special 
Needs Transport runs the 
Ring-and-Ride service for 
elderly and disabled peo¬ 
ple who cannot use public 
transport. The jobs will go 
at the end of March. 

Union bosses are in dis¬ 
cussions with staff to help 
them try to find new jobs. 
In December it was revealed 
92 driver and scheduler jobs 
were at risk as the company 
tried to cope with a £700,000 
cut in its budget. 

The charity operates 
the Ring-and-Ride service 
across Dudley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell, Walsall, 
Birmingham, Coventry and 
Solihull. Around 22,000 peo¬ 
ple use the service, which of¬ 
fers door-to-door transport 
for people unable to use 
buses, trams and trains. 

Unite union regional of¬ 
ficer Caren Evans said it 
had been confirmed that 54 
people had been made re¬ 
dundant, with 38 workers 
taking part-time roles or 
transferring to other roles. 


and the judge said: “With¬ 
out that intervention Mr 
Giles may well have died.” 

The court heard the vic¬ 
tim was rushed to hospital 
where he was treated in in¬ 
tensive care for three days 
after being wounded by 
35-year-old Philip Grainger, 
a tenant on another floor 
at the premises in Bourne- 
brook Crescent, Halesowen. 

The attacker kicked down 
the door of the address - 
which was empty at the 
time - and trashed it after 
drinking eight cans of lager, 
said Miss Punia. 

Questioned 

He left a note and later 
rowed with two of the occu¬ 
pants when they questioned 
him about the damage. 

Without their knowledge, 
he picked up a kitchen knife 
and followed the pair to 
their flat. Mr Giles, a visi¬ 
tor, was alone in the kitchen 
when the attacker walked 
in and Grainger swung the 
knife towards him. 

The victim was taken to 
hospital with a collapsed 
lung and a wound at least 
six centimetre deep in his 
chest.The knife was later 
found on the kitchen floor. 

Mr Kevin Grego, defend¬ 
ing, said: “He was regarded 
as the local drunk and was 
subjected to verbal taunts 
and bullying.” 

Grainger pleaded guilty 
to wounding with intent to 
cause grievous bodily harm 
on July 22 last year and was 
jailed for eight years. 


Residents feel safer thanks to lights 



Let there be light - Councillor Donella Russell, left, and Sandra McHardywith fellow residents at Carol Crescent in Halesowen 


THE future safety of residents in 
a Halesowen street is looking a lot 
brighter after 15 new lights were put 
in place in the wake of a spate of car 
break-ins. 

New street lights have been in¬ 
stalled in Carol Crescent, Halesowen, 
after four thefts from cars in the last 
six months. 

Councillor Donella Russell urged 
Dudley Council to install the new 
lights because the existing street 
lamps, dating back 20 years, were too 
dim for the area of 100 homes. 


She said: “I live about two minutes 
drive away but the new lights have 
made such a difference to the lives 
of people in that street because they 
have been able to go out a lot more.” 

Community 

She was pleased that the move had 
enhanced community spirit in the 
crescent. 

“People have been going out and 
knocking on neighbours doors and it 
is because they feel a lot more com¬ 


fortable doing so. They have been tak¬ 
ing their dogs for a walk. It has just 
brought them together as a commu¬ 
nity. They feel safer walking into the 
street and talking to each other. 

“They check on each other’s homes 
when they are away. It has made 
them a community again and they 
feel safer.” 

She added that said she would not 
consider the area they live in to be at 
a high risk of burglary, but the resi¬ 
dents’ felt the situation had been ag¬ 
gravated by the poor lighting. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lots to see and 
do during holiday 

ACTIVITIES will be held 
at museums across Dudley 
during half term holiday. 

These include trails, 
craft sessions and music at 
Stourbridge’s Red House 
Glass Cone, Broadfield 
House Glass Museum in 
Kingswinford and Dudley 
Museum in the town cen¬ 
tre. Culture boss Council¬ 
lor Hilary Bills said: “This 
is a really busy programme 
for half-term, with lots of 
free activities included. 
Parents are sure to find 
something to suit their 
youngsters.” 

Visit www.dudley.gov. 
uk/see-and-do/museums 

Tickets on sale 
for a Bostin night 

THE Bostin Black Country 
Variety Show is on Febru¬ 
ary 27 at Dudley’s Station 
Hotel to raise money for 
Compton Hospice. 

It will be headlined by 
folk band The Empty Can 
and feature comedian 
Wayne Beese, Open Mic 
UK 2014 finalists Brett 
Huckfield and Marie Tim¬ 
mins alongside comedy 
singer Bob Gessey and 
Black Country poet Steve 
Bartley, from 6.30pm. 

Tickets cost £12, from 
www.compton-hospice.org. 
uk or call 01902 774548. 

Roadworks to end 
on a busy route 

ROADWORKS are expect¬ 
ed to end on a major route 
in the Black Country today 
(Thursday) after causing 
traffic hold-ups. 

South Staffs Water has 
been digging up part of 
Tipton Road, in Dudley 
Port, to carry out remedial 
works. 

Temporary traffic lights 
have been placed in the 
road, causing delays to¬ 
wards the busy A461, but 
should end by today. 

Oompah & chips 
for the hospice 

IT’S oompah time with a 
night of traditional Ger¬ 
man beer drinking music 
with a British twist. 

Karl’s Bavarian Brass 
Band will be at a beer and 
music night at Wilson Hall, 
Colley Gate, on February 
28 at 7.45pm in aid of Mary 
Stevens Hospice. Tickets 
cost £14 including fish and 
chip supper. Call (01384) 
671149. 

Rescue horse dies 

A HORSE died after it was 
rescued from a muddy pool 
by firefighters. 

The animal had to be 
put down on advice from 
a vet after its ordeal near 
Himley Road, Gornal, last 
week, on Monday night. 


GasOn Spares Ltd 



The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 

We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 




We offer 


Yew Tree Nursing Home 

Offering you nursing experience 
and expertise in our idyllic retreat 
ensuring your stay with us feels 
like home from home. 


• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly 
enviroment 


• Single and double bedrooms available 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips pub visits etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated 
kitchens 


• Large gardens where you can become friends 
with our Shetland pony, cat, and rabbit 

Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley B62 0NX 


Tel: 01562 710809 
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THE BEST OF -- 
PETERRHODES^^ 

OH, spare me yet another bout of synthetic outrage. I 
doubt if a single black American was offended by Bene¬ 
dict Cumberbatch’s clumsy reference on US television to 
“coloured” actors. While the usual self-appointed pundits 
see the words as evidence of some sinister thought- 
crime, most Yanks will accept it as an old-fashioned 
English guy using an old-fashioned expression. In Britain, 
people of a certain age or class tend to use “coloured” 
not because they are racists but because they still think 
it is the polite and acceptable term; many of them regard 
“black” as blunt and rude. In today’s politically-correct 
Britain we are supposed to throw up our hands in horror 
at the term “coloured people” while approving “people of 
colour,” as used by Lenny Henry. It is all deeply silly and, 
believe me, our grandchildren will laugh at us. In the Unit¬ 
ed States, the oldest-established civil-rights movement 
was founded in 1909 and, despite occasional discus¬ 
sions, has never changed its name. It is proud to be 
known as the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. And in 2008 the NAACP declared that 
the word “colored” was “outdated and antiquated but not 
offensive.” That ought to settle things but you can’t help 
feeling some people enjoy moving the goalposts in order 
to be permanently offended. 

IT is a terrible tragedy that a Greek air force FI 6 fighter 
jet crashed in Spain, killing 11 people. But it is also a 
reminder that poor, bankrupt Greece, a country at peace 
since 1949, possesses no fewer than 156 FI 6s costing 
50 million dollars each 

ED Balls says Labour is not considering a deal with the 
SNP to form a coalition government. Or to be exact, what 
he actually said was: “I don’t think anybody is suggest¬ 
ing any suggestion of a deal with the SNP at all, we’re 
fighting hard for a majority.” Lots of wriggle-room there, 
then. Meanwhile, what is it with Ed Balls and his eyes? 

At every hint that the UK economy may be in trouble, his 
eyes glitter with pure glee. Unseemly, or what? 

A READER on pedantry. He writes: “Pedants are like 
little Hitlers. There ought to be fuhrer of them.” 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Borough GCSE results 
best in Black Country 


DUDLEY’S education chief has expressed his 
delight as the borough’s schools recorded 
the best GCSE results in the Black Country. 

Last year a total of 53.3 per cent of pupils in the 
borough achieved five or more A* to C-grades, in¬ 
cluding English and maths. 

The authority was ranked 114th nationally, a decrease 
of 22 places on 2013, although school leaders say the fall is 


down to changes in the way 
exams are recorded rather 
than a drop in standards. 

Education boss Coun¬ 
cillor Tim Crumpton said: 
“Despite a turbulent year 
with many changes in as¬ 
sessment and examinations 
at GCSE level, I’m delighted 
that Dudley schools and pu¬ 
pils continue to do well. 

“There have been huge 
changes in the way GCSEs 
are examined this year and 
this has had an effect on 
the results of many schools 
up and down the country. 
However, it should be rec¬ 
ognised that we have the 
best performing schools in 
the Black Country and we 
should celebrate the hard 
work of our students and 
teaching staff.” 

Oldswinford Hospital 
School recorded a 76 per 
cent pass rate for bench¬ 
mark grades, while Redhill 
School achieved 70 per cent 
and Ellowes Hall Sports 
College and Windsor High 
School both at 69 per cent. 

Ellowes Hall executive 
headteacher Andy Griffiths 


By Pete Madeley 


said: “We expect to achieve 
even better results this year 
as part of the Invictus Acad¬ 
emy Trust. Exciting times 
are ahead.” 

At the other end of the 
scale two schools plum¬ 
meted below the Govern¬ 
ment’s minimum standard 
of 40 per cent. Holly Hall 
Academy was ranked the 
worst school in the borough 
with only 33 per cent of 
146 pupils achieving the re¬ 
quired grades, while at The 
Coseley School the figure 
was 36 per cent. 

Wolverhampton Girls’ 
High was celebrating as it 
now ranks as the 25th best 
school in the country with 
Wolverhampton Grammar 
School in 75th place. 

Tables revealed 58.5 per 
cent of Worcestershire stu¬ 
dents achieved five or more 
A*-C grades, including Eng¬ 
lish and maths, above the 
national average of 56.6 per 
cent. 


Image of assault suspect 



Suspect — the man police want to talk to over an assault 


THIS man is wanted by 
police after an 18-year-old 
man was sexually assaulted 
in a shopping centre toilets. 

The teenage victim was 
in a public toilet block at 
Cornbow shopping centre 
in Halesowen, when a man 
in his late 40s touched him 
inappropriately. He chal¬ 
lenged the offender who 
calmly walked out of the toi¬ 
lets and was last seen head¬ 
ing towards the bus station. 

West Midlands Police 
have now released CCTV 
images of a suspect in the 
incident that took place on 
November 21. 

Pc Madeleine Farmer 
said: “The teenager did the 
right thing and reported the 
incident straight away to 
security staff. Officers have 
circulated the image of the 
suspect to all staff at the 
centre and if he tries to visit 
the centre again staff will 
alert us. 

“I am appealing to anyone 
who recognises this man to 
call me or one of the team. 
I would also appeal to the 
man in the image to contact 
us.” 

Call police on 101 or anon¬ 
ymously by calling Crimes- 
toppers on 0800 555 111. 


Voluntary 
group seek 
new ideas 
for venue 

COMMUNITY groups are 
being urged to have their 
say on the future of Brier- 
ley Hill Civic Hall. 

Dudley Council for Vol¬ 
untary Service (DCVS) has 
taken over the day to day 
running of the venue from 
Dudley Council. It hopes to 
use its community links to 
bring in more shows and 
business to the complex. 

Chief executive of DCVS, 
Andy Gray said he was keen 
to hear from as many peo¬ 
ple as possible to help them 
‘rejuvenate’ the venue and 
create a ‘sustainable com¬ 
munity hub’. 

Thrive 

He said: “Whether you’re 
an interested promoter or 
a creative person with big 
ideas, if you belong to an or¬ 
ganisation that could bring 
events or activities to Brier- 
ley Hill, or if you’re a local 
resident who wants to see 
the Civic thrive, please get 
in touch.” 

The council says trans¬ 
ferring day-to-day manage¬ 
ment of the venue to Dudley 
CVS will help the local au¬ 
thority save money. 

It is also looking into 
whether community groups 
could also take over the 
management of Dudley 
Town Hall, Stourbridge 
Town Hall and the Cornbow 
in Halesowen along with li¬ 
braries in the borough. See 
www.dudleycvs.org.uk web¬ 
site. 



PsMANAGIE) 


ill 




97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website www.window-warehouse.com Email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 


HUM* 


✓ Windows 

✓ Composite Doors 

✓ Porches 

✓ Patio Doors 

✓ Conservatories 

✓ Window & Door Repairs 

✓ Fascias / Guttering 

✓ Building Work 

✓ Misted-up Units 


Winter M 

warmth 

Living in a cold home can 
affect your health and wellbeing 

Each winter people are dying as a 
result of being too cold in their homes 

People of all ages are at risk 

Call Dudley's winter warmth service on 

01384 817086 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


Winter warmth 
support 

keep warm, keep well 
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sex trade 
man loses 
his court 
challenge 

A FATHER accused of im¬ 
porting prostitutes from 
Lithuania to work in Bir¬ 
mingham failed in his High 
Court claim that if he was 
sent back to Lithuania for 
trial it would be a breach of 
his human rights. 

Jaroslav Atraskevic 
claims the conditions in 
Lithuanian prisons are so 
bad that sending him back 
would amount to inhuman 
or degrading treatment in 
breach of article three of the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights. 

The 42-year-old also 
claimed that sending him 
back would be a breach of 
his rights to family life by 
separating him from his 
partner and nine-year-old 
daughter in Birmingham. 

But two of the country’s 
top judges, Lord Justice 
Aikens and Mrs Justice 
Nicola Davies, dismissed his 
appeals against the orders 
of District Judge Quentin 
Purdy that he must surren¬ 
der to a European arrest 
warrant issued in Lithua¬ 
nia. 

Mr Atraskevic faces a 
joint enterprise offence with 
three others of organising 
the transportation of prosti¬ 
tutes from Lithuanian cap¬ 
ital Vilnius to Birmingham 
between March 2009 and 
September 2011. 

It is alleged that the pros¬ 
titutes came by consent to 
work in Birmingham with 
the gang taking 50 per cent 
of their earnings. 


Hospital bosses to tackle 
£8m financial 'black hole' 


AN £8 million black hole has opened in the 
budget for Russells Hall Hospital. 

NHS body Monitor says the trust which runs Dud¬ 
ley’s main hospital must implement a ‘robust’ plan 
to arrest its financial decline. 

It follows an investigation by the regulator into deteri¬ 
orating finances at the trust amid plans to axe 400 jobs 
over the next two years. But Monitor did say ‘significant 


progress’ had been made 
at tackling A&E waiting 
times. It comes days after 
it emerged the trust was 
employing an interim oper¬ 
ations director tasked with 
cutting A&E waiting times. 

Jon Scott, whose man¬ 
agement company is being 
paid between £28,000 and 
£36,000 a month for his ser¬ 
vices, is credited with help¬ 
ing the hospital be one of 
only a few to meet its four- 
hour A&E target. 

Monitor said Dudley 
Group’s finances had ‘con¬ 
tinued to worsen’ and the 
trust is now forecasting a 
£8m deficit in 2014/15. 

Officials say they had le¬ 
gally binding commitments 
from the trust that it will 
implement a ‘robust strate¬ 
gic plan to address its finan¬ 
cial decline’. 

Dudley Group chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Paula Clark, said: 
“We are currently beginning 
workforce reduction plans 
which will reduce our work¬ 
force by 400 posts.” 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin said: “The Govern- 


By Andrew Turton 


ment has done nothing to 
support Russells Hall since 
Monitor announced their 
investigation half a year ago 
and I told the Health Secre¬ 
tary to give the hospital the 
resources it needs. 

“Now our hospital is 
being forced to lose one in 
ten staff to deal with an £8m 
deficit this year and further 
cuts down the line. It’s not 
possible to lose these jobs 
without an impact on care.” 

Meanwhile, it has been re¬ 
vealed that the NHS in the 
Black Country is sitting on 
more than £130 million. 

Four Black Country hos¬ 
pitals and West Midlands 
Ambulance service had 
£134m in cash at the bank 
last year. Dudley Group of 
Hospitals ran a surplus of 
£351,000 and had £26m in 
the bank by the end of last 
year. Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Trustmade 
a £6,751,000 surplus with 
£42m in the bank. 


Former Dexys star in album giveaway 



Ex-Dexys Midnight Runner Kevin Archer is giving away his lost album from the 1980s 


A FOUNDING member of 
chart-toppers Dexys Mid¬ 
night Runners is giving 
away copies of an album 
he cut in the late 1980s. 
Kevin ‘AT Archer, 56, said 
he wanted to get the work 
‘out there’. 

The guitarist launched 
Dexys in 1978 with singer 
Kevin Rowland and played a 
key role in its early success. 
Then Mr Archer, of Cradley 
Heath, left the band in early 
1981 forming The Blue Ox 
Babes. Their debut single 
was released in 1988 and an 
album titled Apples & Or¬ 
anges was recorded but not 
released by record company 
Go! Discs. The album was 
finally issued by Cherry Red 
Records in 2009 but only 
sold 1,000 copies. 

Mr Archer has purchased 
some of the remaining cop¬ 
ies and is giving away 50 
to people eager to hear the 
music. 

“I have always been really 
proud of the album and just 
want to get the music out 
there,” he said. “It is unfor¬ 
tunate the album has not 
had the exposure it could 
have.” 

Music fans can give him a 
call on (01384) 569990. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tip crackdown on 
commercial waste 

A CRACKDOWN has been 
launched on vans and trail¬ 
ers dumping commercial 
waste at a tip in the Black 
Country. 

The drivers will need 
to apply for a permit in 
advance from now on, as 
council bosses say the sites 
should be mainly used by 
residents for household 
rubbish. 

People using a trailer or 
commercial type vehicle 
will be unable to access the 
Birmingham Street facil¬ 
ity in Stourbridge without 
a permit as emergency 
permits will no longer be 
handed out on site. 

To apply for a permit 
visit www.dudley.gov.uk/ 
wastepermits or call 0300 
555 2345. 

Permits are free and 
allow up to 12 visits over a 
12 month period. 

Homes plan at 
old police base 

A FORMER police station 
could be converted into 
shared accommodation un¬ 
der new plans. 

The station in Perry Hill 
Road, Oldbury, closed in 
2013 as part of cost-cutting 
measures by West Mid¬ 
lands Police and has since 
remained vacant. 

In September last year 
Sandwell Council gave the 
green light to convert the 
two semi-detached proper¬ 
ties into homes. 

But now the same appli¬ 
cant, Hazhar Iqbal, is seek¬ 
ing permission to convert 
the site into shared living 
accommodation known as 
a ‘house in multiple occu¬ 
pancy’. 
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No deposits onstage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation has 
been completed 




Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how 
than Rydale, and that’s 
why we have been 
business for me 
- than 30 years. 


Supplied & Fitted...Across the Midlands 


i^EREERH0NEi0800l91r7i6060j 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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with Mark Andrews 


THE I TV series Bring Back 
Borstal finished last week, with 
programme makers declaring it 
an unqualified success. Three 
months after filming ended, not 
one of the 13 miscreants who 
were supposedly subjected to 
the rigours of a 1930s borstal 
regime, have reoffended. And 
many of them ended up landing 
jobs. 

Now look, anything which in¬ 
volves gobby louts being turned 
out of bed at the crack of dawn, 
being made to dress like Just 
William and spending their days 
shovelling manure is fine by me. 
But I do think it is stretching 
things branding it ‘a unique so¬ 
cial experiment’. 

For a start, the bad lads had 
all volunteered to take part in 
the series, some because they 
wanted to turn their lives around, 
others probably because they 
thought it might make minor 
celebrities out of them. If White 
Dee can manage it, why not? 

How many 1930s borstals 
allowed inmates to leave at any 
time if they didn’t feel at home 
? And there probably aren’t that 
many young offenders who, on 
their first day in custody, politely 
concede: ‘I think I just need to 
grow up a bit’. 

Even more ridiculous was the 
way the boys reacted when they 
were thrown out for bad behav¬ 
iour, with one of them bemoan¬ 
ing the loss of ‘a once in a life¬ 
time opportunity’. Opportunity? 
What did he think it was? The 
Apprentice for chavs? 

Watching cocky yobs being 
brought down a peg or two is 
always good television, and I’m 
sure that if prisons were a bit 
less cushy, and focused a little 
more on teaching the feckless 
about the real world, then the re¬ 
wards would be great. 

But a ground-breaking social 
experiment? Leave it out. The 
lads had already decided to turn 
their backs on crime, and their 
experience was so cushy that 
most of them were sad to leave. 

This wasn’t a borstal. It was 
just a long school field trip. 
□□□□□ 

HERE is a revolutionary sug¬ 
gestion on how to tackle the 
‘crisis in the NHS’. For all the 
political posturing over the past 
few weeks, the real reason why 
so many people are having to 
wait at A&E is not because the 
system is in need of radical re¬ 
organisation, or even because 
it is short of money. It is simply 
because too many people are 
going there. 

The number of patients go¬ 
ing through the doors of ac¬ 
cident and emergency wards 
has increased relentlessly over 
the past few years, with stories 
about people with toothache, 
constipation and bad toenails 
becoming the stuff of legends. 

But when politicians keep 
blathering on about ‘world class’ 
health care, is it any wonder that 
some of the more intellectually 
challenged members of society 
treat A&E like a sort of spa resort 
for when they are feeling a bit 
under the weather? 



One of the mannequins used by trainee medics Kate O’Connor monitors students using the simu- Resus training officer Bill Dainty shows techniques 

Medical students 
get a dummy run 


Life-sized mannequins are 
being used at Russells Hall 
Hospital as a training aid. 

HEATHER LARGE reports 

LYING in hospital beds, they 
are as close to real patients as 
you can get. 

But they are in fact two life-size 
mannequins which mimic true 
illnesses and responses to treatment 
to help trainee nurses and doctors 
hone their skills. 

The two-bed ward at Russells Hall 
Hospital in Dudley has been de¬ 
signed to provide a realistic training 
room as close to real life as possible. 

It is being used by under-graduate 
students as well as existing hospital staff 
to help them practise a range of situa¬ 
tions from basic treatments to rare oc¬ 
currences, such as an unusual allergic 
reaction. 

The ward, which can also be turned 
into an operating theatre, has been de¬ 
signed to be as a realistic as possible to 
help students and staff focus solely on 
the patient as if it was a real situation. 

Dribble 

The mannequins have pulses, heart 
and lung sounds and their chests can 
move up and down. They can also 
breathe, blink, dribble and produce 
‘urine’. 

Medical staff are able to do chest com¬ 
pressions and use defibrillators as they 
would on a real person. 

There is also a live oxygen feed into 
the ward and medication has sensors 
which enable trainers to know whether 
the right dosage has been given. There is 
also a functioning anaesthetic machine. 

The mannequins are fitted with speak¬ 
ers enabling the trainer watching in a 
control room to be the patient’s voice. 

A laptop in the control room can be 



son to seeing real patients, but this is as 
close as it gets.” 

Kate O’Connor, the simulation lead 
in the Under-graduate Centre, said the 
simulation centre offered a wide range 
of opportunities for training and educa¬ 
tion. 

“It’s brilliant that we have something 
like this in Dudley,’’she said. “It’s really 
going to have a huge impact.” 

The centre, officially opened by Pro¬ 
fessor Kate Thomas, Vice Dean of Bir¬ 
mingham Medical School, is part of the 
Under-graduate Teaching Academy but 
is used by medical students and founda¬ 
tion year doctors as part of their train¬ 
ing. 


Technology 


From left, Clinical Lead for Simulation Dr Nicola Calthorpe, final year 
Medical Students from University of Birmingham Maneeka Ubhi, John 
Belsham, Harry Hutchins and Simulation Lead Kate O’Connor 


used to control the mannequin’s heart 
rate and blood pressure. 

All simulation sessions are recorded 
and then played back as part of the de¬ 
briefing technique, allowing trainees to 
see how they have performed. 

The hospital also has child and ba¬ 
by-sized dummies. 

Dr Nicky Calthorpe said: “The role 
of the simulation centre is to offer the 
learner a safe environment in which to 
practise and perfect their skills away 
from the clinical setting. We can pro¬ 
vide the opportunity to practise man¬ 


aging rare but significant event. We 
can practise complex scenarios such as 
managing the patient with major inju¬ 
ries allowing us to develop team train¬ 
ing. 

“We can use the centre to analyse 
critical incidents and learn from them 
to ensure we provide the best level of 
care we can to our patients. 

“The centre offers probably one of 
the most beneficial learning opportuni¬ 
ties throughout medical school, a very 
realistic but safe environment for us to 
learn. They say there is a no compari- 


A programme for final year nursing 
students and student theatre staff has 
just been developed. 

Mr Atiq-Ur Rehman, Head of Un¬ 
der-graduate Teaching Academy, said: 
“Our state-of-the-art technology will 
provide students and qualified staff of 
all disciplines real-life medical scenarios 
and emergency situations that they can 
react to and respond to with no risk to 
patients. 

“As a Trust, we are always focused on 
our patient safety and this facility has 
great potential in helping us to train our 
future doctors, nurses and allied health 
professionals across all specialities in a 
safe, controlled environment.” 

The centre has been named the Ron 
Grimley Simulation Centre after the 
man appointed vascular and general 
surgeon to the Dudley Health Authority 
in 1983. 

He had more than 40 publications 
to his name, and he became an exam¬ 
iner for the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh in 1987. His enthusiasm 
for teaching helped The Dudley Group 
achieve teaching hospital status in 
partnership with the University of Bir¬ 
mingham. The Dudley Group was first 
recognised as a Teaching Trust in March 
2001. 



WEEK IN 

POLITICS ' 1 


ED Miliband’s question and an¬ 
swer session in Staffordshire 
proved why we need the TV de¬ 
bates. 

The Labour leader drew a 
crowd of around 200 members 
of the public to quiz him on what 
he’d do if he became Prime Min¬ 
ister. 

It was a far cry from the 
25,000 Sir Winston Churchill 
drew to Molineux in 1949 when 
he was leader of the opposition, 
although pretty impressive for 
a Monday lunchtime in January 
in an age when politicians of all 
parties are as popular as hedge¬ 
hogs in a balloon factory. 

But I have to admit, I think I 
was too cynical last week when I 
raised the prospect of the event 
being filled by only Labour sup¬ 
porters. 

There were plenty of sceptics. 
Indeed one of the audience, 
from the Support Stafford Hos¬ 
pital campaign, walked out of 
the Aquarius Ballroom in Hed- 
nesford at the end vowing to 
never vote Labour again. 

Throwing the topics open to 
the floor brought some interest¬ 
ing results, given that Mr Milib¬ 
and and the organisers had no 
prior warning or control over 
them. 

There was not a single ques¬ 
tion on Europe. Not one query 
about immigration. Not a dicky 
bird asked about the deficit. 

Comfortable 

There were, however, ques¬ 
tions about health, the future of 
Stafford Hospital in particular, 
support for children with special 
needs, the minimum wage and 
plenty of things that Mr Miliband 
was generally comfortable an¬ 
swering. 

He was clear that there would 
be no false promises on Stafford 
Hospital. But other than an ‘un¬ 
dertaking’ to review the down¬ 
grade on ‘medical’ grounds rath¬ 
er than ‘penny pinching’, there 
was not enough to prevent the 
aforementioned member of the 
support campaign from vowing 
that members would stand in 
council wards in May. 

I wonder what David Cameron 
would say if he faced the same 
questions. The parties are not 
showing their differences on 
the same issues but fighting on 
vastly different issues. 

For UKIP it’s all about immi¬ 
gration and Europe. For the To¬ 
ries it’s all about the economy 
and for Labour it’s a game of 
‘whose recovery is this anyway’ 
and suggesting that those at the 
top are still the ones benefitting 
at the expense of everyone else. 

At Prime Minister’s Questions 
Mr Miliband and Mr Cameron 
will argue but on totally separate 
points. I really hope the TV de¬ 
bates go ahead, particularly the 
head-to-head between the two 
men vying to be Prime Minis¬ 
ter. At least then they’d have to 
take the same questions and be 
judged accordingly. Until then 
we’ll have to cope with each 
party trying to set the agenda 
with their own spin machine. 
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West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


.' trf«Tu »i »11ITT-l ^«1 


Wo make It BETTA 
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Others will gain from university's loss 


REGARDING Dr Carl Chinn’s univer¬ 
sity post being terminated. The man 
has been a major influence of my life 
since meeting him several years ago, 
and whether someone fills the post or 
not, they will find it hard to stand in 
his shoes. 

Those who will suffer from the uni¬ 
versity’s action are all those students 
who worked or would have worked 
under him. 

I only have to listen to a revamped 
BBC Radio WM to be sure the hole left 
by Carl’s show being axed will be simi¬ 
lar to the one left at his university. 


From the first time I appeared on 
his show talking about my first book 
Chant of the Mutha Tung, Carl has 
been someone I have held with great 
respect. He has supported me through 
all my ventures and his encouragement 
has given me confidence to publish, 
record, organise events and carry out 
talks which grow and grow through his 
encouragement. 

For over a year I have hosted a radio 
programme The Omma n Chain that is 
modelled on his WM programme, plat¬ 
forming all that is local in the Black 
Country and Brum. 


Academically it was Carl who en¬ 
couraged me to complete my doctorate. 

I know there will be no shortage to 
the amount of projects he will devote 
his time to and they will all be ap¬ 
proached with the boundless energy he 
gives to the region and its people every 
day of his life, regardless of any other 
obstacles that come his way. 

The university’s loss will be others’ 
gain, that I am sure of. 

DR B DAKIN 

aka Billy Spake Mon 

Tividale 


Passengers 
left in cold 
on buses 

I RECENTLY travelled on 
the 4H bus from the Sad¬ 
dlers bus station at Wal¬ 
sall to Halesowen, a one 
hour journey. There was no 
heating on the bus. By the 
time I reached Blackheath 
I was unable to continue as 
I could not feel my feet and 
had to stamp them to get 
the feeling back. 

This is not an isolated 
case. This is happening all 
the time and as the tempera¬ 
ture is hardly above freezing 
even at midday why is there 
no heating on the buses? 
Yet in the heat of summer 
the heaters are on full blast. 
Why is that? Does an Aus¬ 
tralian run things these 
days? I know it is summer 
in Australia but this is the 
UK and mid-winter, perhaps 
someone should tell him. 

Is this some newfangled 
way to get the pensioners 
to exercise, stamp your feet, 
clap your hands? What a 
joke but once again it’s the 
long suffering passengers 
who have to put up with it. 

MLLOYD 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Children's transport 
cuts is 'a new low* 


TO see Dudley Labour Council proposing to cut free trans¬ 
port for children with special needs is, in my view, immoral. 

The root cause is the Conservative and Liberal Democrat 
Government’s cuts. 

If carried through, this is an uncaring, compassionless 
act. 

Some MPs, such as my own, Conservative MP Mr James 
Morris, claim that they oppose certain cuts in their con¬ 
stituency. 

To attack vulnerable special needs children and their 
families is a new low but one in which all three main par¬ 
ties are quite prepared, it seems, to carry through. 

Councillor Crumpton, like James Morris MP, tells us he 
is really opposed to such cuts, but unfortunately there is no 
choice. Really? There is always a choice. 

If in his heart and soul he is opposed to cutting free 
transport for special needs children, he could take a princi¬ 
pled step and resign. 

Politicians are always claiming there’s no money in the 
pot. Just what they would love us to believe! 

C STOLL 

Halesowen 


DNA test 
deterrent to 
dog mess 

NUMEROUS readers write 
letters to newspapers about 
dog mess and often councils 
say there’s a problem. 

I agree dog mess is dis¬ 
gusting and a health hazard. 

There is a solution. BBC 
Ceefax Wales news stated 
a US firm (Poo Paws) have 
technology to extract DNA 
from dog mess to prove who 
the owner is. 

Let’s hope all councils 
show interest in it, that way 
it’s a deterrent. 

Councils would have DNA 
proof to take the guilty to 
court. 

I believe fewer owners 
would risk it, and those who 
did, even those whose dogs 
are off the lead and can say 
‘It’s not mine’, would be 
identified. 

Then, innocent dog own¬ 
ers who do pick up the mess, 
as I always pick up the mess 
from my two dogs, can be 
protected from the moaners 
who wrongly accuse them. 

J ADAMS 

Rowley Regis 



"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 


07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 


WINTER OFFER 


DON’T BUY FROM AN YWHEREIEISEj 
0 NTILWoUIGEIYAiOIIOTEI ff ro wmsl 




it has to be HASBURY 

• ■ ~ m ■ _- * • • 


Probably the best 
windows in town! 


Inliten Front 
Door in White 


£490 


incl. fitting 


FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panellhickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 


PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges havehcarrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive Camden & 
one of the j ri ^ st superior on the market 


I Inliten Back 6 Fiat windows 

Door in White & 2 Doors 

“£450a. j “£2999 

„_ IndudesFitting&VAT 



6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 

half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote’ 


k Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 
k No payment until completion 
k Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 
k Visit our showroom 
k Deal direct with the owner 
k If you want quality, value and 
service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


Excellent service 
from start to finish. 
Reliable and 
friendly. 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 




LOWER GORNAL 


9 HALESOWEN ROAD, HALESOWEN, I djEkfil 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 9AA MliMRl 

0121 421 7001 / 0121 421 2104 / 01384 78796 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm 
Sat - 10am-2pm 
PHONELINES OPEN: 
9 am-9 pm 


It's the best 

time of year to 
fitnewwintlows! 
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8 Old school 
building 
is facing 
demolition 

A SCHOOLHOUSE, first 
built nearly 60 years ago, 
will be reduced to rubble as 
part of a £9 million refur¬ 
bishment. 

Ormiston Sandwell Com¬ 
munity Academy, on Lower 
City Road, Oldbury, is part¬ 
way through the project. 

Emotional staff and stu¬ 
dents gathered to watch as 
diggers tore down the final 
walls of the structure on 
Monday. It was first erected 
in 1956. 

The building will be re¬ 
placed with a landscaped 
area and more space for 
students to unwind. A new 
teaching block with more 
than 20 classrooms was 
completed in September 
last year. 

Principal Marie McMa¬ 
hon said: “Although we feel 
a tinge of sadness at a part 
of our history going, we are 
delighted with our new fa¬ 
cilities. Students, staff and 
the wider community finally 
have the superb site they 
deserve.” 

The whole project is ex¬ 
pected to be completed by 
Easter, making it almost 
two years since the work 
started in early July 2013. 

Finance director Sue 
Bowron said many staff and 
pupils were positive about 
the school’s future. 

She said: “The building 
had been there for more 
than 60 years. 

“Many teachers were once 
students here so it has a spe¬ 
cial place in their hearts. 

“Everybody is so pleased 
with the new building, 
though.” 


Tributes after death of 
football club stalwart 


A FOOTBALL club has paid tribute to a for¬ 
mer director who has died aged 57. 

Fans and staff are mourning the loss of Phil Lloyd 
who worked at Halesowen Town as both grounds¬ 
man and club steward before taking on the role of 
director. 

Mr Lloyd, of Lyde Green, Cradley, joined the committee 
in 1980. He died at Russells Hall Hospital on Monday. 


Former club chairman, 
Ron Moseley, spoke about 
the contributions Mr Lloyd 
made to the club over the 
years. He said: “During my 
time as chairman at the club 
Philip was an important 
part of the 12 person board. 

“Cast your eyes around 
the Grove and it will be dif¬ 
ficult to find any project that 
he was not involved in. 

Committed 

“Phil was one of those 
people you could depend on, 
when the going was tough 
he was always at your side. 

“You only had to ask and 
he, like the other members 
of the board during that 
time, would be there totally 
committed to the club’s on¬ 
going success.” 

Mr Lloyd, who became 
a director in the early 90s, 
was heavily involved with 
the club up until he retired 
from his role around 2004. 

Mr Moseley said: “Phil¬ 
lip has been missed over 
these last few years and will 
continue to be missed, but 
those of us who knew him 
well will find many telling 
reminders and memories 


By Charlie Benton 


of a dedicated director and 
friend of the club.” 

Outside of football, Mr 
Lloyd also worked at Dudley 
Council and as a contractor 
at schools around the area. 

After the grounds were 
flooded in 1986, Mr Lloyd 
was instrumental in repair¬ 
ing it within the season to 
allow the club to continue 
to play. 

“He dedicated a great part 
of his life to this club and his 
memories will live on within 
the stadium he helped to 
create,” said Mr Moseley. 

Mr Lloyd also helped the 
supporters’ club bounce 
back after a devastating fire 
in 1996 caused an estimated 
£150,000 of damage. 

Neighbouring football 
clubs have been send¬ 
ing the club messages of 
support since Yeltz offi¬ 
cials announced the news. 
Stourbridge FC tweeted: 
“Condolences from all 
at Stourbridge. NL foot¬ 
ball can’t survive without 
the unsung few like Phil. 
They’re hard to replace.” 


G’day as twins meet up Down Under 



Twin brothers Richard and Brendan Oakley are reunited in Australia after being chosen in the Big Aussie Reunion 


IT was a big reunion Down Under for 
twin brothers from Dudley after one 
of them won a competition for a huge 
family reunion. 

Big smiles greeted Brendan Oakley 
as he stepped off the plane in Australia 
to be reunited with his twin brother 
Richard. The pair had only seen each 
once since 2006 ahead of their emo¬ 
tional meeting. 

Brendan was one of the winners of 
The Big Aussie Reunion competition 
by Tourism and Events Queensland 
and Flight Centre UK. 


After sifting through thousands of 
entries the team, Brendan was one of 
those lucky enough to get to jet across 
the world. 

In all 80 friends and family were 
flown into Queensland’s Gold Coast so 
that they could enjoy a week-long hol¬ 
iday with their loved ones, celebrating 
Australia Day in style. The brothers, 
both aged 48, had been apart since 
Richard moved to Australia in October 
2006. He moved with his family just 
after their 40th Birthday party at the 
Queen Mary Ballroom, at Dudley Zoo. 


“There is simply nothing like being 
able to sit down and talk with my best 
buddy and soul mate,” Richard said. 

Richard lived with his wife Nicola 
and daughters Jenny, 18, and Sarah, 
16, in Tividale with the girls attending 
Tividale Hall Primary School, before 
the move. Back in the Black Country, 
Brendan works for Wolverhampton 
Construction Company AM Griffiths 
& Son Ltd. He is married to Jayne and 
has two children, Elizabeth, 17, and 
Christopher, 15, and they live in Sled- 
more Road. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mortgages rise 
7pc for society 

A BUILDING society has 
announced that mortgage 
completions were up seven 
per cent in 2014. 

The combined value of 
mortgages taken out by 
members of the Tipton and 
Coseley Building Society 
was more than £50m. 

Chief executive Rich¬ 
ard Newton said: “We are 
pleased that our mortgage 
business achieved such 
upbeat figures last year in 
what was and remains a 
very competitive market 
and I hope these results 
set the scene for 2015 and 
beyond. 

“We want to help as 
many people buy their first 
or subsequent home and 
this is behind our recent 
decision to make 95 per 
cent lending available to 
both first time buyers and 
home movers.” 

Countdown to 
city pub’s return 

A CANALSIDE pub that is 
being refurbished will reo¬ 
pen to the public later this 
month creating 30 jobs. 

The Fiddle and Bone in 
Birmingham city centre 
closed down more than a 
decade ago and is situated 
behind the Grade II* listed 
Roundhouse near Brind¬ 
ley place. 

But now the venue, off 
Sheepcote Street, will enjoy 
a new lease of life thanks 
to a partnership between 
the building’s owners, the 
Canal & River Trust, and 
Sherborne Wharf. It is set 
to open on February 28. 

The development will 
include a revamp of the 
Roundhouse, constructed 
in 1873 as stables. 

Four bars will be created 
with a seating area over¬ 
looking the canal. 
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3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX - 0121 5581621 
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Official stockists of 


inspirational Be Inspired 

FIRES L FIREPLACES Illw/J/U 014 . . • 

in 


pb ri -■ 
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Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

IVinfill Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm Mastercard. 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


Hark Country 
dlazing " 


. Est 1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 

10 Year Guarantee 

FREE QUOTATIONS 


IF 



Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 


kohcm certrtss 

% mm .tmm 


FENSAj 


Safely access your loft! 

FULLY FITTED FROM 




We provide a convenient and 
safe way to access 
your loft. 

Each ladder has a 7 0 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 

Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 

Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

'JNK&*OTHBMR3 

The Local Distributor & Installer for & l|HI 

lifjk U | For more information visit: 

www.stira. co. uk 






















































Bravery awards after 
bank robber is jailed 



Sergeant Craig Rolinson, West Midlands Police Chief Constable Chris Sims, Craig Common and Sergeant James Lewis 


A COURAGEOUS Coseley 
man who foiled a bank rob¬ 
ber’s escape has received a 
Good Citizen’s Award. 

Craig Common chased raider Greg¬ 
ory Dike after seeing him hold a hunt¬ 
ing knife to the neck of a customer in 
the NatWest branch in High Street, 
Blackheath, on April 17. The 37-year- 
old prevented Dike fleeing by taxi. 

On Friday Dike, of Harlesden, Lon¬ 
don, was jailed for 11 years after ad¬ 
mitting four bank robberies across the 
country. Detective Constable Darren 
Brown, who led the investigation, said: 


“At one stage Dike turned to threaten 
Craig with the knife but he was deter¬ 
mined to keep tabs on him.” 

The bravery of two West Midland 
Police officers has also been recog¬ 
nised. Sergeants Craig Rolinson and 
James Lewis wrestled Dike to the 
ground. Both officers were awarded 
Chief Constable’s Commendations, the 
force’s highest honour. 

Dike had tried car-jacking motorists, 
pulling a pensioner from his vehicle. 
The 39-year-old had read books on 
bank robberies before launching the 
one-man crimewave following a previ¬ 
ously ‘blameless’ life. 


i 


Jailed — bank robber Gregory Dike 


Wdland UPVC Niinhws and Dmts Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



JANUARY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£1599.00 


fitted 


■ Free Design service 
1 10 yr Insurance 
back guarantee 
i High security locks 
i Energy saving 
windows & doors 
i All built and 
installed by our 
own fitters 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 


IH 


COMPOSITE DOORS 


UPVC DOORS 


CAMBRIDGE WHITE 

LEVER HANDLE - CLEAR/ 
PATTERN OR CLEAR GLASS 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGWORTH 




VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged. 


Terms & Conditions apply 


all areas covered o 1384 234170/ 01384 429152 midlanduDvc(a)live.co.uk 

I IKIIT TUrtRKII Pinu IKini ICTRIAI PCTATP mini PY DYT HIIR ^ 


UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 
VISIT OUR website WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 


OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 



Viking ■ Monty ■ JD Bug ■ Falcon ■ Charge ■ Elswick ■ Schwinn ■ Powabyke 
Nishiki ■ Montego ■ BeOne ■ Hawk ■ Snob ■ Rooster ■ Piranha ■ GT ■ Ammaco 
Professional • Salcano ■ Mongoose ■ Huffy ■ Reflex ■ Whistle ■ Lambretta 

PLUS UNICYCLES - TANDEMS ADULT TRIKES & ELECTRIC BIKES 






THAWK FACTORY SHOP 


CRADLEY HEATH (near Merry Hill) Opp Rail and Bus Station TEL (01384) 63 65 35 IvSi 

C PARKING R Also at: 1781-1793 Coventry Road, Sth.Yardley. Tel: (0121) 742 33 32 S’tIH! 



Follow us on 

Facebook 

Facebook.com/cyclekinguk 


www.hawkcycles.co.uk 


Branches at: CRADLEY HEATH • CANNOCK • COVENTRY • DERBY • NOTTINGHAM • SHREWSBURY • SOUTH YARDLEY 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Creative festival 
at the Hollybush 

ARTISTIC talent will be 
showcased at a day-long 
festival in Cradley Heath 

The Locked In event on 
March 14 features musi¬ 
cians, actors, comedians, 
poets, film makers, danc¬ 
ers, photographers, crafts¬ 
people and artists. 

The day at the Holly- 
bush pub in Newtown 
Lane is hosted by Cradley 
Heath Creative. Highlights 
include the film, Chains, 
Dogs and CHAOS by Sara 
Tibbetts, in which she dis¬ 
covers her Cradley Heath 
roots. There is also a May¬ 
hem Theatre production 
and a workshop to make 
a collective sculpture with 
Tim Tolkien. 

For more information 
or to register your interest 
call 07952563725 or visit 
the Facebook page Cradley 
Heath Creative. 

Library events 
for all the family 

POETRY readings, music 
and craft are all lined up to 
celebrate national Librar¬ 
ies Day in one Black Coun¬ 
try borough. 

Staff at Sandwell’s li¬ 
braries have organised free 
family fun to mark the day 
on Saturday. 

Brandhall Community 
Choir will fill the shelves 
with the sound of music 
when they perform at 
Brandhall Library from 
lpm while at Smethwick 
Library there’s loom band 
making from 2pm. 

Children and their fam¬ 
ilies can party at a Peppa 
Pig-themed event on Sat¬ 
urday at Oakham Library 
from 11am. 

Councillor Mahboob 
Hussain said: “Our librar¬ 
ies offer much more than 
simply lending books.” 


Health could be 'put at 
risk' by bus emissions 


AGEING buses churning out harmful nitrogen 
oxide gases could be endangering the health 
of residents and pedestrians in a busy Black 
Country street. 

Steve Eling, deputy leader of Sandwell Council, said a 
pollution survey was conducted on the council’s behalf 


in Bearwood Road, betweei 
He said it revealed that 
although buses comprised 
only six per cent of the traf¬ 
fic, they contributed 57 per 
cent of the pollution. 

These fumes included 
nitrogen oxide, which can 
cause swelling of throat 
tissues in the upper respira¬ 
tory tract and C02, which 
damages the environment. 

Councillor Eling believed 
the problem was caused by 
older buses run by operator 
National Express West Mid¬ 
lands which needed replac¬ 
ing with newer models and 
he has called on the opera¬ 
tor to carry out the change. 

He said the firm was still 
using Euro 4 classification 
buses, which are 10 years 
old, while he believed some 
30 per cent of the buses 
using Bearwood Road were 
15 years old and did not 
meet emissions targets. 

He wanted to see more 
Euro 6 buses, which came 
into service on September 
14, using the number 11 
route which covers Stech- 
ford, Yardley, Perry Barr, 
Harborne and Bearwood. 

“We are not looking to say 
‘we don’t want buses going 
through there,’ but we can’t 
tolerate this level of pollu- 


Bearwood and Smethwick. 

By Dominic Bareham 


tion.” he said. “The general 
argument is to get people to 
use public transport because 
it reduces pollution, but 
what we are seeing here is 
that it is the buses that are 
pumping out the fumes.” 

The traffic pollution sur¬ 
vey was conducted in No¬ 
vember on behalf of the 
council using equipment 
that was not just able to 
monitor what was coming 
out of exhausts but also 
used Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition technol¬ 
ogy to pinpoint specific ve¬ 
hicles causing the pollution. 
Councillor Eling said many 
of these were buses. 

He would like to make 
Bearwood Road a low emis¬ 
sion zone, which could 
result in the vehicles re¬ 
sponsible for most pollution 
being banned. 

National Express spokes¬ 
man Jack Kelly said: “We 
have yet to see any details 
of this report but will study 
them closely when they are 
available to us. This year 
we are investing record 
amounts on new buses.” 


Campaigners reassured over pubs 



The Haden Cross pub on Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath, which campaigners are planning to protect 


PUBS listed as community assets will 
not be demolished or changed to other 
uses without prior planning permis¬ 
sion, campaigners have been told. 

Hundreds signed a petition oppos¬ 
ing New River Retail’s £1 million plan 
for the Co-Operative store next to the 
Haden Cross Inn in Halesowen Road, 
Cradley Heath. 

Sandwell Council, which rejected 
the plans, is considering using the Lo¬ 
calism Act to get the pub listed as an 
‘asset of community value’. If a build¬ 
ing or land is listed as an ACV then it 


allows the community to put together 
a bid to buy it should it go on sale. 

But the proposed changes mean an 
ACV-listed pub will lose its rights to 
be demolished or have its use changed 
without a planning application. This 
move gives fresh hope to those trying 
to save the Seven Stars in Sedgley. 

There were concerns such a listing 
might leave a council open to a com¬ 
pensation demand - fears allayed by 
Communities Minister Stephen Wil¬ 
liams in Parliament. Under the list¬ 
ing, the pub has to be offered to the 


community if put up for sale. Mr Wil¬ 
liams said: “The Localism Act makes 
it clear that if 21 people come forward 
and say ‘this is an asset of community 
value to us’, the local authority should 
list it unless the criteria set out in the 
Act apply.” 

Councillor Anne Shackleton, who 
has been campaigning for the Haden 
Cross, said: “We certainly have a lot 
more than the 21 signatures required 
so this is a positive step. New River 
has assured us that the Haden Cross 
Inn will remain a pub.” 


Taking a 
Shine to 
show for 
charities 

A VARIETY night of music 
and drama featuring acts 
from across the area will be 
staged next month. 

The event, called Shine, 
will feature people with 
learning disabilities and in¬ 
clude dance, music and po¬ 
etry renditions. 

It will be held at Brier- 
ley Hill Civic Hall, in Bank 
Street, on February 24 
from 7pm. Doors open from 
6.15pm. 

Groups including Dance 
Unity, the Side by Side The¬ 
atre Company and Kaleido¬ 
scope Theatre Group will 
also perform. 

The event will raise cash 
for the Mayor of Dudley’s 
charities. 


Thank 

Mayor Councillor Marga¬ 
ret Aston said: “I would like 
to thank all of the groups 
and volunteers who are 
helping with the evening. 
I am looking forward to a 
show that people of all ages 
will be able to enjoy. 

“As spaces are limited I 
would urge people to book 
their tickets well in advance, 
as Shine sold out when it 
took place in 2013.” 

Tickets cost £5 and are 
available by calling (01384) 
812812 or visiting Dud¬ 
ley Council Plus in Castle 
Street, Dudley. 

Tickets can also be pur¬ 
chased online at the www. 
dudley.gov.uk/entertain 
ment website. 



ILt V * 

with a 

from 


0 °/° 

H Winds / 


www.castleblinds.co.uk 

0800163 429 

[ingswinford West IV 


Portway House Stream Road I 


idlands DY6 9NTUK 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please reel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

wwvw.birmihghamdogshomeiorg.uk 

U y*u oaxuvot rahomJjrou can h.lp a. don*tiea» oir sponsorahip ‘ 

Now Bartholomew Street - Birmingham 5QS 
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WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Pkz*e ca# 

0121 643 5211 
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OPENING EVENT 

Halesowen Store 


5th - 8th February 2015 


✓ Giveaways 

✓ Competitions 

✓ Launch Offers 

✓ Demonstrations 

✓ Meet the Team 
Plus Much More 


Birmingham ► 


SCip VFIX 


Halesowen 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

WEEKDAYS 7AM - 8PM 

SAT 8AM - 6PM | SUN 10AM - 4PM 


SCREVF/X 


MUCKLOW HILL TRADING ESTATE, HALESOWEN 


Put in your Sat Nav 


#10% Off offer only to be redeemed once 05/02/15 to 08/02/15. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, February 5, 2015 
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# 24 -28 Mar 2015 


5 9 






IIP / n featuring 

UD4U ALL ASTRO & MICKEY 

Wtj 1 

BETWAY PREMIER 

LEAGUE DARTS 

# 17 Apr 2015 


30 Apr 2015 



• 7 May 2015 • 23 May 2015 • 29 May 2015 



• 22&23Jun2015 # 2Jul2015 • 10.19.25&26Sep2015 


SIMPLY PFD 


# 13 & 15 Dec 2015 
It's all happening 



-8 Mar 2015 


19 - 22 Mar 2015 


0044 3388000 

» GENTINGARENA.CO.uk • BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.uk thet,cKetfactory.com • 



Homes on show at Hagley project 



Wychbury Fields sales team Steve Rush, Rachel Slater and Robert Monkman outside the show homes at Hagley 

LUXURY show homes have been unveiled at a contro- said the first phase of homes had‘flown out the door’. Rob- 
versial housing development in Hagley. Three detached ert Monkman, sales and marketing director, described it as 
properties can be viewed at the 175-home scheme near the a flagship development, designed around a ‘village green’ 
A456 Kidderminster Road roundabout. concept. Prices start from £399,950. 

The project, named Wychbury Fields by developer Cala The developer will contribute £800,000 towards educa- 
Homes, has been criticised by some villagers concerned it tion in the area and £85,000 towards improvements at Hag- 
will worsen traffic problems and put pressure on facilities, ley Surgery to help both cope with more residents, while £1 
Work at the site began in July last year and Cala Homes million was spent on the Kidderminster Road roundabout. 


Stop and search is online 


THE public can now go on¬ 
line and see exactly where 
police stop and searches 
have taken place and what 
the outcome is. 

West Midlands Police is one of 
14 forces across the country to 
launch the online scheme. 

It is hoped it will help reduce the 
overall use of stop and search. 

Deputy Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner Councillor Yvonne Mosquito 
said: “In the West Midlands we are 


proud to have pioneered many of the 
initiatives that later became part of 
the national Best Use of Stop and 
Search Scheme. We have lead the way 
on this important issue. 

“It is crucial that the public con¬ 
tinue to have high levels of confidence 
in the police and this publication is an 
important way of achieving that. This 
is a step in the right direction towards 
greater transparency and accountabil¬ 
ity.” 

The Home Office committed last 
year to using geo-mapping technol¬ 
ogy to make stop and search more 


transparent than ever before, to bring 
greater accountability to how forces 
are using the power. 

Home Secretary Theresa May said: 
“This scheme is a significant step for¬ 
ward in the Government’s commit¬ 
ment to increasing transparency and 
is the first time stop and search data 
has been presented in this way. 

“This Government’s reforms to 
make stop and search more intelli¬ 
gence-led and accountable are working 
and the number of stop and searches 
has fallen by a quarter since I became 
Home Secretary.” 


Sikhs in 
call for 
answers 
from MPs 

A SIKH group is targeting 
50 constituencies, including 
Dudley North, with their 
own manifesto. 

The Sikh Federation said 
it wanted to use the ‘voting 
clout’ of the community to 
secure an investigation into 
the massacre at the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar in 1984, 
among other issues. 

The manifesto was de¬ 
veloped after thousands of 
people attended the 2014 
National Sikh Convention 
at the Guru Nanak Gurd- 
wara in Wolverhampton. 

The organisation is call¬ 
ing for candidates in each of 
the constituencies to set out 
their position, and those of 
their party, on the issues. 

Tens of thousands of 
Sikhs marched in London 
last year to commemorate 
the storming of the tem¬ 
ple at Amritsar, the most 
sacred site of the Sikh reli¬ 
gion, when the Indian Army 
clashed with a Sikh faction 
that had occupied the tem¬ 
ple. The incident resulted in 
hundreds of deaths. 

The manifesto calls for 
an independent inquiry into 
alleged UK Government in¬ 
volvement, after the revela¬ 
tion that an SAS officer had 
advised the Indian Govern¬ 
ment ahead of the attack, 
called Operation Bluestar. 

Four months after she or¬ 
dered the operation, Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi was 
assassinated by her two 
Sikh bodyguards. 

Bhai Amrik Singh, Sikh 
Federation chairman, said: 
“We are making the most of 
our voting clout.” 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 

Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 




Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit fro m this offer you should ca ll 0124 5 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 

■fi-Zee Fix- 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


w 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 


• 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

• 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

• Document L Compliant 
■ Shoot Bolt Locking 

• Sight Line Glazing 

• Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


Not everyone likes changes, 

But you’re going to love these changes 

CARE AT 
HOME... 

JUST GOT 
BETTER 



BESPOKE HOME CARE SERVICES 

42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen West Midlands B62 9AY 


« 0121 421 3733 / 0121 421 3715 

www.stiled-homeservices.co.uk 



Prom 2015 Dresses 

NOW IN STOCK 




Designed to Order 
and Ready to Wear 
Jewellery, Bags, shoes 
RainBow Club Shoes are 
Dyed to Match Dress 
Stockists of 

Twilight Designs Utopia Prom 
& Bridal Designs Exclusive 
At 

BRIDAL DESIGNS 

7, Birmingham Road 
Rowley Regis, B65 9BL 
Telephone: 0121 561 4411 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 10:00am - i8:00pm 
Late Evenings by Appointment 


f 
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2,000 jobs a year needed in 
West Midlands construction 


Injured had to 
be cut out of car 

TWO injured men had to be cut from a 
badly damaged Ford Fiesta after a two car 
crash near Coseley. 

The Fiesta was in collision with an Audi 
A3 on Birmingham New Road between its 
junctions with Spring Road and the Black 
Country Route. 

The out of Wolverhampton carriageway 
was blocked for over an hour as fire crews, 
paramedics and police dealt with the inci¬ 
dent that occurred around 7pm last Friday. 

Shocked 

Firefighters from Bilston, Merridale 
Street and Dudley stations removed the 
side of Fiesta to rescue the two male occu¬ 
pants, one of whom was feared to be badly 
hurt. 

The woman in the Audi was shocked but 
was believed to have only minor injuries. 

All three people were attended by par¬ 
amedics and taken to hospital for further 
assessment. 


A BOOM in construction is set to 
create more than 2,000 new jobs a 
year in the West Midlands between 
now and 2019, according to a report. 

They are part of an estimated 224,000 
new jobs that will be created nationwide 
over the next five years, says the Construc¬ 
tion Industry Training Board (CITB). 

The estimate of more than 40,000 new jobs 
needed every year is 8,000 more than previously 
predicted. 

According to the report, private housing is 
set to increase by 4.6 per cent over the next few 
years, while employment is expected to be par¬ 
ticularly strong in Wales and northern England. 


In the West Midlands the CITB is predicting 
2,320 jobs a year will be created, boosted by pro¬ 
jects such as the £500 million redevelopment of 
Birmingham city centre. 

Every year, on average, the industry across 
the region will need to recruit 340 electricians, 
230 bricklayers, 770 workers in carpentry and 
interior fit-out, 220 specialists in ‘building enve¬ 
lopes’ such as roofing and cladding and around 
200 construction process managers. 

Jaguar 

But construction industry growth in the West 
Midlands, at 2.1 per cent a year, is below the ex¬ 
pected rate for the UK as a whole, 2.9 per cent. 

“While house and commercial work is ex¬ 
pected to grow, the CITB is predicting a drop¬ 


off in industrial work over the five years once 
Jaguar Land Rover’s engine factory in Wolver¬ 
hampton is completed. Infrastructure work such 
as road and rail projects is unlikely to see any 
major growth before 2019. 

Steve Radley, the CITB’s director of policy, 
said: “Our forecast shows that construction is 
experiencing a major comeback, with a sustained 
period of growth set to make a positive impact on 
the wider economy. Leisure, infrastructure and 
housing are all driving growth, but this brings 
with it new challenges in meeting skills demand. 

“Government can help employers to develop 
the next generation of workers by sending out 
a clear signal that it will make it as simple as 
possible for companies of all sizes to invest in 
apprenticeships.” 


Last chance to 
reward heroes 

TIME is running out for residents to 
nominate unsung community heroes for 
a top civic award. 

Nominations have already been made 
for sporting stars, tenants and resident 
group leaders from the Dudley borough 
for this year’s Mayor’s Civic Awards. 

There are six categories, named after 
borough greats, and include the Duncan 
Edwards award for sport, Cedric Hard- 
wicke award for arts, Frank Foley award 
for community spirit, Thomas Attwood 
award for education, Mike Holder award 
for business and the William Shenstone 
award for the environment. 

Residents can nominate someone online 
at www.dudley.gov.uk/civicawards or call 
01384 817449 for a form. 

Completed forms should be sent in by 
February 9. 



Vintage road roller 
makes return home 


Museum engineer Jim Pease gives old Nelly a spin 

A STEAMROLLER used for levelling the Black Country’s 
roads a century ago has returned home. 

The six-ton road roller has been loaned to the Black 
Country Living Museum by owner Carol Colvin, who lives 
in Northamptonshire. 

Following the death of her husband Douglas - who af¬ 
fectionately named it ‘Nelly’ - she decided a loan to the 
museum in Dudley was what he would have wanted. 

“It was his pride and joy,” she said. “My husband always 
had a passion for steam, and when he saw it he fell in love. 
We spent many hours talking over whether to buy it. We 
couldn’t come to a decision, so in the end we flipped a coin 
and that was it. 

“When he passed we used the chimney to spread the 
ashes near where we lived, as that is something we had 
often joked about.” 

The steamroller dates back to 1911 and was once the 
property of Tipton Council. The now defunct authority pur¬ 
chased it with a £438 bank loan, around £50,000 in today’s 
money. It can reach a speed of up to four miles-per-hour. 

Police are to reveal 
blueprint for future 

THE blueprint for the future of West Midlands Police will 
be unveiled next month. 

The force will release the initial results of its partnership 
with Accenture, launched in August last year in a perfor¬ 
mance related five year deal that could see the consultancy 
firm paid £25 million. 

The first link up with the private sector in its 40 year 
history is aimed at finding new ways of saving money with¬ 
out compromising the fight against crime. It is intended to 
make better use of data and technology while also reducing 
costs. 

A report to the force’s Strategic Policing and Crime 
Board meeting this week, chaired by Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson, reveals that the blueprint will be 
presented in March. The report concluded: “The detailed 
cases for change will be made and documented before any 
funding is committed.” 



SAVE 

£1330 


chairs. Fantastic quality and value! 




vr v .. 


rv i w 


Chambray monastery styled solid oak, cross leg dining MARK . I 

) WEBSTER Julian Bowen ( HOlte TOUCh 


Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Furniture Sale! 

The William & Sons Winter Sale will be ending soon! This FINAL weekend we’ve 
got some =extra special deals in our Signature Collection of dining, living, bedroom & 
beds. There’s also huge sale reductions off all other items throughout our 35,000 sq. ft. 
superstore, including all the leading brand names! You can buy now, pay nothing 
for at least 6 months and then spread the payments totally interest free!* 


■ Low sale prices... ■ Pay nothing for at least 6 months... ■ 0% interest free credit* 



0M 


LUAM&SONS 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.williamandsons.co.uk 


OPENING TIMES: 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


PRICE 
MATCH 
PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on price! 

. That’s our promise , 
*•- to you! Z 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, February 5, 2015 
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Choice. Quality. Value. 



n 


AT LEAST 

30% 

OFF 


4 DAYQNIsl 


UPHOLSTERY 


STARTS THURSDAY 10AM 



£399 S 




Rest Assured Memory 800 double 2 drawer 
divan set with pocketed springs and a luxurious 
layer of memory foam 
NORMAL £649 SALE £479 


DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL 

SALE PRICES 



THIS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 



An unmissable opportunity to take advantage of 
extra discounts off all sale prices at Cousins. 


£799 


That's right! This Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Cousins are offering extra discounts off every single low 
sale price throughout their magnificent furniture, carpet 
and bedding stores. 


40% 


This amazing promotion includes all special sale offers. 
Remember, whatever you choose at Cousins, you won't 
pay a penny until the Autumn, interest free! 


Alberta leather 3 seater sofa 
NORMAL £4399 SALE £899 


BUY NOW. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 
AUTUMN. INTEREST FREE. 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£549 


COMPLETE BEDROOM 



Sofas. Carpets. Beds. Dining. Bedrooms. Lighting. Mirrors. 


Cousins 


4 Day Event Opening Hours: Thursday & Friday 10am - 8pm, 
Saturday 9.30am - 6pm, Ends Sunday 11am - 5pm. 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 



BUY NOW. PAY NOTHING UNTIL AUTUMN. INTEREST FREE. 


































MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


Lena swivel recliner chairs and stools- 

NORMAL 

£279 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

in brown and cream 

SALE 

£449 

£139 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£399 


SOLID ASH TABLE & 6 CHAIRS 


Arthur Price cutlery 
dinner sets 


50% OFF 

ALL REMAINING STOCK 


frEMEMT 


expect much more than furniture store 


Parker Knoll ❖ SST* 8 '! 


Dl’RESTA 


•son OFama. tempur 


Columbia stain resistant carpet ■ 
choice of 20 colours 


NORMAL^ EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

SALE_ , a 


£4.95m 2 


Myers Elara double 2 drawer 
divan set 


SALE 

£399 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£249 


Parker Knoll - 

AT LEAST 25% OFF EVERYTHING 


n - BOSTON - URGE SOFA FOR PRICE OF A SMALL SOFA 
Plus MONTANA - AN EXTRA £100 OFF WHEN 
YOU SPEND £1000 


Willis & Gambier Haydon table 
and 4 Hannah chairs 


SALE 

£499 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£449 


Anna complete bedroom (bedstead, 
2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 


N ORM AL 

SALE 

£599 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£549 



Pictures. Cushions. Cookshop. Accessories. And much more. 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
URGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 


on pnce! 


,l * 


29. Cousins 


0%APR 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in September 2015 on 
the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in store 
concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
KtrKtjtN I Al I Vt Prices in this advert are valid until Sunday 8th February 2015 except where stated. *See website for Price Promise details. 


a true family business 


Stay connected with Cousins... 



Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/CousinsFurniture 



Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 


You 

BED 


Watch us on YouTube 

www.youtube.com/CousinsFurnitureUK 
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The Spartans - Barry Hill, Mel Gorrod, John Shipley, Graham Jebb and Micky Dunn 


John Shipley at the Royal Victoria Hotel, in Newport A relief on the Sister Dora statue in Walsall depicting her comforting families in 1872 



Pensnett Church where many paid their respects in 


Fear of disasters which haunted 
families of miners across region 


DISASTER: it was a word that 
was forever in the minds of all 
those who lived in a mining com¬ 
munity in Walsall. 

Residents feared a sudden accident 
in the local colliery that would swift¬ 
ly wreak death and destruction and 
bring enduring sorrow and travails. 

And as in other mining regions, the Black 
Country too suffered from disasters - as 
was made plain on November 14, 1872 at 
the Pelsall Heath Colliery. Disaster struck 
when water had accumulated in the old 
workings of an adjacent abandoned mine 
and had broken through to where 50 men 
had been lowered down to work at 6am. 

Fortunately, three hours later, 20 of them 
had come back up for breakfast. 

Soon after, as the water rushed in and 
flooded the tunnels below, these lucky 
miners heard an alarming cry from the 
bottom of the 60ft shaft. “Lower the cage 
or we shall all be drowned!” was the call. 
Colliers nearest to the shaft were able to 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Carl Chinn 


save themselves. One man in particular 
had a remarkable escape. Clinging to a lad¬ 
der, he was carried along underground for 
a quarter of a mile by the rush of water and 
‘when dragged up by his fellows, he was in¬ 
sensible’. 

But by nightfall, 22 men remained en¬ 
tombed. As soon as was possible, the col¬ 
liery’s management swiftly set up pumping 
apparatus. Unhappily, although 850 tons 
of water per minute could be pumped out, 
the flow was so rapid that by late Thursday 
night the level of water had reached almost 
11 yards. It did not start to drop until well 
into the Friday. Throughout Thursday and 
Friday, the womenfolk of the trapped min¬ 
ers gathered at the pit head. Shawls pulled 
over their heads and wrapped around their 
shoulders, they sat in patient sorrow .Among 
those who had escaped was Joseph Cash. He 


had been sitting on Jiggers Hill eating his 
breakfast when ‘Squash’, George Jeffreys, 
had come running to him, shouting “Run 
for your life! ” The water was close after him 
and both boys fled with all their speed down 
the hill to the bottom of the shaft. Unhap¬ 
pily their father and another brother were 
among the 22 men who had not escaped. 
Sadly they all died. 

Sister Dora, the Anglican nun and nurse 
who has become an iconic figure in Walsall, 
headed for Pelsall to comfort the families 
and to distribute blankets and food. 

Just over 50 years later, on April 21, 
1923, 57 miners working in the Dandy 
Mine in Pensnett were also overwhelmed 
by disaster. At about midday, there was a 
terrific flood of water and the colliers ran as 
fast as they could to escape. Five men were 
missing. Two days later, the rescuers found 
Enoch Cadman alive, sitting on a ventila¬ 
tion passage on the way to the thick coal. 

Unhappily, the four other men were 
found dead lower down. Thousands turned 
out to pay their respects when the men 


were buried in Wordsley Parish Church and 
Pensnett Parish Church.Local, regional and 
national support was even more marked fol¬ 
lowing the dreadful Aberfan Disaster of Oc¬ 
tober 21, 1966. That day, and after several 
days of heavy rain, a mass of waterlogged 
mining debris in a slag heap slid down the 
mountain above the South Wales village 
near Merthyr Tydfil. 

Within five minutes this frightful ava¬ 
lanche engulfed a farm, some terraced cot¬ 
tages and Pantglas Junior School, where 
pupils were just beginning their first les¬ 
sons. The effect was terrible: 116 children 
and 28 adults were killed. Quickly an Ab¬ 
erfan Disaster Memorial Fund was set up 
with 90,000 contributions made, totalling 
£1,606,929. One benefit event involved John 
Shipley and the The Spartans. Now better 
known as an author of football histories and 
Westerns, John was then lead guitarist and 
vocalist. He recalls: “On Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 2, 1966, more than one-thousand rock 
and roll fans crammed into Walsall Town 
Hall to support a charity event.” 


Jordans Solicitors 

FRIENDLY AND PRICE COMPETITIVE 


\ 


Here at Jordans Solicitors 

you will find experienced 
specialists in the following 
aspects of law, conveyancing 
both residential and 
commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of 
Attorney & Family Law 
If the regular office hours 
9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to 
Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer 
Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 




JORDANS 


JOHN T. HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 




•Divan Beds »Bed Frames ‘Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
_Closed all day Thursday Private car park 


& 


[ \ 


QSpme I Kangertech 


INNQKM 

Specialist Supplier; 

• Electronic Cigarettes & Accessories 
• UK Produced Premium E-Liquids 
* Authentic Replacement Coils 

ivBpBStorB@outlook.com 

9 High Street, Blackheath B65 OBU 

0791 OOO 2469 


Why Pay 
Main Dealer 
Prices? 



• Motor Body Work 
Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump 
to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up 
and delivery 

• FREE estimates 
and written quotes 



30 Years 
Experience 



We also supply a car 
and van to none fault or 
insurance claims 


Web: 

www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 


email: 


Station Road, Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath B64 6PL 

















































Kuiikfit 


OFF 

MICHELIN 

TYRES 


Visit our new look centre: 

Mill Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 3JE. 

0121 5505150 


_ 

MtMICHELini 

L ^-v- 1 

TYRES • BRAKES • MOT • SERVICING • AIR CON 
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The "25% Off Michelin Tyres” promotion will be available from 01/02/2015 until 28/02/2015. The “25% Off Michelin Tyres" promotion is based on a comparison between the current full price and previous full price of any individual Michelin tyre. The previous full price refers 
to the period 01/12/2014 to 31/12/2014. The promotion applies to the tyre price only and not any tyre-related products. The offer is applicable to in-centre retail sales only. The promotion does not apply to prices listed on www.kwik-fit.com 
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★ 


What's 'n 

★ ★ ★ 


★ 


★ Feb-MarU 


Lea r n i n g Lf* Li fe 


i ■ f A ★ The Wordsley School ★ 

^ | ^ Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 5SP 

OVER 20 YEARS OPERATING AS A SWIM SCHOOL AND ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER ★ 


NEW CLASSES STARTING IN 
FEBRUARY 


PHOTOSHOP - AN INTRODUCTION (2) 

Students need to have prior knowledge or have attended the 
previous course 

Mon 23 Feb. 09.30-11.30. 5 wks £45.00# 

ITALIAN: BEGINNERS 

Mon 23 Feb. 12.00-14.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR 
ANDROID SMARTPHONE: 

Mon 23 Feb. 12.00-14.00 5 wks. £45.00# 

AN INTRODUCTION TO FAMILY 

HISTORY 

Mon 23 Feb. 14.30-16.30 5 wks. £45.00# 

ARABIC 

Mon 23 Feb. 17.00-18.30. 5 wks. £26.25# 

FOLK ART 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00 3 wks. £27.00# 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £35.00# 

MASTERING YOUR ANDROID TABLET 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00 5 wks. £45.00# 

COMPUTING SKILLS: INTERNET 

AND E-MAIL 

Tues 24 Feb. 14.30-16.30 3 wks. £27.00# 
or Tues 24 Feb. 19.00-21.00 3 wks. £27.00# 

HAIRDRESSING FOR BEGINNERS 

Thurs 26 Feb. 14.30-16.30.3 wks. £27.00# 

SEWING MADE SIMPLE 

Thurs 26 Feb. 18.00-20.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

FREE TO BE ME 

Thurs 26 Feb.19.00-21.00 5 wks. £35.00# 

FACE PAINTING & GLITTER TATTOOS 

Beg:Thurs 26 Feb. 19.00-21.00 5 wks £40.00# 

(Concession price £13.75) 


NEW CLASSES STARTING IN MARCH 


HOW TO ALTER CLOTHES TO FIT 

Fri 27 Feb. 09.30-12.30 3 hrs £20.00 

WIRE WRAPPED JEWELLERY MAKING 

Tues 3 Mar. 12.00-14.00 3 wks. £27.00# 

HOW TO USE A SEWING MACHINE 

Beg:Tues 3 Mar. 09.30-11.30. 3 wks. £27.00# 

CANAL ART—IMPROVERS 

Tues 3 Mar. 12.00-14.00 3 wks £27.00# 

ESSENTIAL FRENCH PHRASES 

Basic level course to learn useful french phrases for your 
holidays. 

Thurs 5 Mar. 18.00-19.00 3 wks. £13.50# 


Are you interested in becoming an adult 
education tutor? Learning4Life are 
always looking for new and exciting 
class ideas. If you would like to find out 
more, please call Julie on 01384 816043. 


LEARNING4LIFE 
SWIM SCHOOL 


Booked your summer holidays? 
Get your children ready for the fun in 
the pool with swimming lessons at 
Learning4Life. 

• Open 7 days a week 

• Variety of class times 
available 

• Friendly teachers 

• Free parking on site 

• All levels from non-swimmers 
to Advanced 

Book 5 weeks of lessons 
get 1 lesson free. 

Lessons start 23rd February 2015 

£17.00 for 5 weeks 

Call to book or for more information. 


JOIN THESE EXISTING CLASSES 
Classes have already started but you can 
still enrol 


CHANCE TO DANCE FIT 

Tues 24 Feb. 20.00-21.00 


5 wks. £17.50# 


PILATES—Improvers 

Tues 24 Feb. 19.00-20.00. 5 wks. £17.50 

Wed 25 Feb. 18.30-19.30. 5 wks. £17.50 

Thurs 26 Feb. 19.05-20.05. 5 wks. £17.50 

Thurs 26 Feb. 20.10-21.10. 5 wks. £17.50 


FITNESS YOGA 

Tues 24 Feb. 


20.05-21.05. 5 wks. £17.50 


FRENCH LANGUAGE 

Please note that this course teaches you to write and converse 
in French and includes tuition in grammar 

Improvers: Tues. 24 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

Inters: Mon. 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

Advanced: Thurs 26 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

UPHOLSTERY suitable for all levels 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £35.50# 

Tues 24 Feb. 12.00-14.00. 5 wks. £35.50# 

Wed 25 Feb. 12.00-14.00. 5 wks. £35.50# 


PATCHWORK - 

Mon 23 Feb. 
Wed 14 Jan. 


Improvers 

19.00-21.00 

14.30-16.30 


5 wks. £35.50# 
5 wks. £35.50# 


COMMUNITY SESSIONS 


Weekly pay as you go 
sessions 


ADULT SWIMMING: Mon. 12.30-13.15, Tues. 19.00-20.00, 
Thurs. 19.00-20.00. All £3.00 


AQUAFIT: 


FITNESS SWIM 

for 10-19 yrs olds 

INFORMATION? 


Wed. 12.30-13.15, Fri.12.30-13.15. £3.00. 
Wed. 19.00-20.00, Sun. 9.00-10.00. £4.00 
Mon. 18.00-18.45. £3.00 


07963 986672 

E-mail: l4lcommunitygroup@hotmail.co.uk 


FAMILY LEARNING 

The price includes a place for one adult (aged over 19) and a child. 


TEACH YOUR CHILD TO SWIM Children 18 mths^fyrs 

Fri 17 April. 10.30-11.15. Ilwks. £41.25# 

DAD & CHILD—MOTHERS DAY WORKSHOP 

7-11 Mon 9 Mar. 15.45-17.15. 1.5hrs. £5.00 


EASTER CRAFT WORKSHOP 

Mon 16 Mar. 15.45-17.15. 


Ages 6-10 

1.5hrs. £5.00 


PLAY THE GUITAR FOR CHILDREN (8YRS+) 

Beg (1) Mon 23 Feb. 16.45-17.45 5 wks. £45.75 
Beg (2) Mon 23 Feb. 17.45-18.45 5 wks. £45.75 


REGISTER NOW 
FOR APRIL 


AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE FEAR AWAY 
Learn to master your Apple I-Pad. Mac or Phone 
Tues 6 May. 09.30-11.30. 6 wks. £54.00# 
Please note there will be no class on 26/5/15. 

MINDFULNESS 

Mind-body approach to overcome negative thoughts & stress 

Thurs 7th May. 12.15-13.15 5 wks. £22.50# 

LEARN TO SCULPT IN STONE 

Thurs 7th May. 19.00-21.00 6 wks. £54.00# 
Please note there will be no class on 28/05/15 

BUYING AND SELLING ON E-BAY 

Start your spring clean & sell those unwanted items 
Wed 3rd Jun. 09.30-11.30. 4 wks. £36.00# 


QUALIFICATIONS 


DUDLEY INDUCTION TRAINING FOR 
POOLSIDE ASSISTANTS 

Fri 27 Mar. 19.00-12.00 3 hrs. £19.20 
Mon 15 Jun. 09.00-12.00 3 hrs. £19.20 

EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Tues 27 Apr. 09.00-16.00 1 day. £38.40 

PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID 

Fri 8 May. 09.00-13.00 1/2 day. £25.60 

LEVEL 2 AWARD FOOD SAFETY IN CATERING 

Thurs 7 May. 1 7.30-21.00 2 wk. £48.00 


Did you know that you can hire our facilities? 

Our hall, swimming pool, gym and football pitches are 
available for hourly, one off and regular bookings. 
For more information, call us on 01384 816043 


FvirxJeO by 

Skills 

Funding 

Agency 



Reduced Fees: Where you see this # sign the course is 
supported by The Skills Funding Agency. If you are in 
receipt of certain benefits fees are reduced to 25%. Price in 
brackets () includes additional costs. 

Course Dates: Courses are suspended during 16th -22nd 
Feb. 2015 unless stated otherwise 

This programme is subject to change : particularly if we 
are unable to recruit minimum class numbers. 

A Accreditation fee included where you see this sign. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that this programme 
and the pricing is accurate at the time of publication, 
changes and errors may occur. We reserve the right to 
amend details as required. 



* ★ Tel.01384 816043. *,»„ 

^ studentservices@learning4life.co.uk ^ 
www.learning4life.wordsley.net 


Mon. to Fri. 9.00 -13.00 


UJ 


Dudley 























Axed bus route 
partly restored 

NEW bus routes have launched for passen¬ 
gers in Old Hill and Cradley, including one 
restoring part of a service controversially 
axed by transport bosses. 

They will take passengers to Merry Hill 
shopping centre, Halesowen town centre 
and Blackheath. 

One of the four new routes replaces part 
of the old 297 service, travelling through 
Station Road and Barrs Road. 

The 297, which ran via Quarry Bank to 
Russells Hall Hospital, was stopped by Na¬ 
tional Express West Midlands in the sum¬ 
mer. 

A campaign has been launched to restore 
the full service, which ran through Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath and Quarry Bank to Russells 
Hall Hospital. Both National Express and 
Centro have been in talks with councillors. 


Bogus workmen sought after 
cash taken from pensioners 


MORE than a dozen pensioners have 
been targeted by thieves posing as 
workmen who fraudulently claim the 
householders need emergency re¬ 
pairs. 

A total of 17 elderly people in Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Sandwell and Walsall 
have been victims to the conmen since the 
start of the year. 

Police say the bogus workmen knock on pen¬ 
sioners’ doors offering them garden or building 
work. In some cases, elderly people have handed 


over hundreds of pounds, with the thieves never 
returning to carry out the work. 

The conmen have also talked their way into 
homes and taken cash from behind their vic¬ 
tims’ backs. 

Unreported 

Officers said since the beginning of the year, 
seven offences had been reported in Dudley, five 
in Sandwell, three in Wolverhampton and two in 
Walsall - but it was believed there may be even 
more offences unreported. 

The most recent took place in Kingswinford 


on Monday. Two men knocked on the door of an 
86-year-old man in New Street and claimed his 
garden wall needed urgent repairs to prevent it 
from collapsing. 

While the victim was distracted one man went 
into his bedroom and took an envelope contain¬ 
ing £800. Minutes later, they stole £7,000 in 
cash from 87-year-old man in Glynne Avenue. 

Police are looking for two men described as 
white, aged between 40 and 50, of medium to 
stocky build with Black Country accents. They 
were wearing dark clothing and black hats. Call 
police on 101. 


Construction 
jobs boom 

A BOOM in construction is set to create 
more than 2,000 new jobs a year in the 
West Midlands between now and 2019, ac¬ 
cording to a report. 

They are part of an estimated 224,000 
new jobs that will be created nationwide 
over the next five years, says the Construc¬ 
tion Industry Training Board (CITB). 

According to the report, private housing 
is set to increase by 4.6 per cent over the 
next few years, while employment is ex¬ 
pected to be particularly strong in Wales 
and northern England. 

In the West Midlands the CITB is pre¬ 
dicting 2,320 jobs a year will be created, 
boosted by projects such as the £500 mil¬ 
lion redevelopment of Birmingham city 
centre. 
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Medal is icing on the fish cake 



Cake artist and ex-lorry driver Glen Beardsmore, of Quinton, won gold with his ‘fish cake’ 


IT’S a fish cake, Jim, but not as we know it. 
Believe it or not, this lifelike brown trout is 
made entirely of vanilla sponge and icing. 

The incredible creation is the handiwork 
of former HGVdriver-turned-baker Glen 
Beardsmore, who has just won gold in the 
sculpted novelty cake category at the pres¬ 
tigious Cake International. 

“Some people were convinced it was a 
real fish, so that has to be a good sign,” said 
Glen, aged 53, of White Road, Quinton. 

“I originally designed it to be a brown 
trout but it ended up looking more like a 
salmon. I am a keen fisherman and have 
caught plenty of brown trout over the years 
so it made sense to do it. 

“There has been a real positive reaction 
to the cake. After it was displayed at the 
competition and I made it back home I had 
to do some repairs because people couldn’t 


keep their hands off it. I had to repair the 
nose and some of the fins. There were fin¬ 
germarks all over it.” 

Mr Beardsmore lost his job two years ago 
and decided to start his own business, Nice 
and Iced Cake Company. Having won a gold 
and a bronze in two previous competitions, 
his fishy cake won gold at the show. 

He said: “I drove for 14 years and then 
two years ago I was made redundant. I 
thought about getting another job but 
then I found myself asking whether I re¬ 
ally wanted to. I had always been artistic 
and had made a few cakes for family and 
friends. The response I got was amazing 
and a friend convinced me to make it more 
than a hobby.” 

Mr Beardsmore said he had made cakes 
ranging from sports cars to a replica of Wal¬ 
sall FC’s Banks’s Stadium. 


Orchestra funds to 
the tune of £200,000 

A WORLD famous orchestra has been given a £200,000 
funding boost which will secure the future of one if its pro¬ 
grammes of events. 

The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra has re¬ 
ceived the cash in a donation from board member John 
Osborn. It will be matched by the Arts Council. 

Bosses say the donation will secure the future of the 
orchestra’s chamber music programme, which showcases 
the individual talents of the world-class orchestra’s players 
through performances by small groups of musicians. 

The CBSO’s public funding has been reduced by 24 per 
cent since 2010 so it relies on donations. 

Mr Osborn, a long-term supporter, has served on the 
organisation’s board since 2012 and on the CBSO Develop¬ 
ment Trust since 2013. 

CBSO director of development Simon Fairclough said: 
“This is wonderful news for the orchestra.” 


Collectors’ 
record fair 

IT’S the vinyl countdown as 
record-lovers get set to head 
to a fair in Stourbridge next 
month. 

Vinyl fans can head to 
Kiki & Henry’s Record Fair 
on Saturday, March 14, 
from 11am to 4pm. 

The event, an offshoot of 
the popular Kiki & Honey’s 
Vintage Fair, takes place at 
the Talbot Hotel in High 
Street. 

There will be stalls selling 
vinyl records, CDs, books 
and magazines, clothing and 
music memorabilia from all 
eras and genres. 


s £ lE summerhill Bathrooms 

NOW Genuine Price Reductions 


0 


NEW RANGE 
NOW AVAILABLE 

RESORT 

Furniture Combinations 



DESIGNER SUITE 

Basin, 

1 pedestal, 
pan and 
cistern 
with soft 
close seat 

£169 


CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, 

500 basin & soft close 
seat. 


p S mc E E £129 


DESIGNER 

600 

VANITY 

UNIT 

SALE 

PRICE 

£159 



WAs£39<r 

price £229 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


DESIGNER 

400 

CLOAK 

ROOM 

VANITY 

UNIT 

£99 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front 
panel, bath 
screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 


SALE 

PRICE 


£329 


SALE CQftO 

price 3CODS9 

25YR GUARANTEE 


■ 

m Ira V 

— I 

MIRA CODA 

THERMOSTATIC VALVE 
Rail, hose and head 

SALE 
PRICE 


£129 


TRITON T80Z 


SALE 

PRICE 


7|5k 

P,5 


5kw, 8.5w 
5kw and 
10.5kw 

£129 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 

or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 

25YR 

GUARANTEE 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 


Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £69 
600x1100 £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600x1100 £89 

iwjmaum 


‘TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 


•.. 


SALE 


PRICE £99 

MONO TAP £45 

Chrome on solid brass 
with ceramic disc 
technology 

while stocks last 


w 

VANITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 £ 79 
450 E 89 
550 £ 1 09 
650 E “l “I 9 
750 E 1 69 
850 E 1 99 

umssmum 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01 384 263626 
OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
LATE 'TIL 8' FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY AMPLE FREE PARKING 
'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE 
Trust the experts.... Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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Peace make a lot 
of Happy People 


Album Reviews 


fey Leon Burakowski 


WORCESTERSHIRE band 
Peace have broadened and 
deepened their jangly guitar 
rock sound on their second 
album. 

Whereas 2013’s debut In Love 
burned brightly with exuberance of 
Droitwich/Worcester lads realising that 
they’d created a major buzz on the mu¬ 
sic scene, Happy People (Columbia) 
— the title ironic given the anxiety of¬ 
ten expressed in frontman Harry Koiss- 
er’s lyrics — sees them living up to that 
promise. 

The guitars still crash and soar su¬ 
perbly but there is added groove here, 
a funky undertow apparent on Lost On 
Me and Gen Strange, edging into 1975 
territory 

The title track (lyric sample: “some¬ 
times I feel we’re made out of stone”, 
that anxiety again) is likely to become a 
fans’ favourite especially with Douglas 
Castle’s cascading guitar licks, akin to 
The Edge. 

Money has a serious swagger as 
Peace snarl at those obsessed with 
filthy lucre and on I’m A Girl, over fuzzy 
fretwork fireworks, the singer laments 
the baser instincts of men. 

Even Harry’s rap works on the epic 
closer World Pleasure, a loose funky 
rocker that recalls Primal Scream and 
the best of Madchester. 

Now is definitely time to give Peace 
a chance. 

Meghan Trainor comes across as 
an American equivalent to the likes 
of Eliza Doolittle and Pixie Lott with 
her perky pop album Title (Epic). She 
has already proved that she’s no one 
hit wonder, following the ultra-catchy 
All About The Bass with the rap-lite 
hit Lips Are Movin. Mr Almost with its 
Spice Girls feel could well become hit 
number three. 



Peace are Harry and Samuel Koisser, 
Douglas Castle and Dominic Boyce 


Some tracks have a retro feel, par¬ 
ticularly Close Your Eyes, 60s style bal¬ 
lad What If I, the doo wop sound of My 
Selfish Heart, soul duet Like I’m Gonna 
Lose You with John Legend and the 
rock ‘n’ rolling Dear Future Husband 
(that latter including some lyrics that 
sound like they pre-date feminism). 

See the 24-year-old from Nantucket 
in concert at Birmingham Institute in 
Digbeth on April 11. 

Canadian band The High Dials are 
moody and sometimes magnificent on 
In The A.M. Wilds (Factor) with tracks 
that grow out of atmospheric sound- 
scapes. 

The album is worth checking out if 
you like Interpol, Doves and The Edi¬ 
tors. There is even a hint of Fleetwood 
Mac on Yestergraves and John Foxx on 
Club Stairs. 


If you like The Pierces and such 60s 
West Coast sounds as Jefferson Air¬ 
plane and Buffalo Springfield, check 
out the sun-kissed harmonious pop 
of Merseyside outfit The Sundown¬ 
ers, fronted by Niahm Rowe and Fio¬ 
na Skelly, with Fiona’s brother Alfie on 
lead guitar. 

Tracks like Into The Light and Medi¬ 
cine will appeal to fans of such modern 
neo-psychedelic outfits as Temples, 
Quilt and Tame Impala but they don’t 
quite have the verve of those bands. 

The Wirral quintet are produced on 
their self-titled debut from Skeleton 
Key Records by Fiona and Alfie Skel- 
ly’s brothers in The Coral, who know a 
thing or two about high quality psych- 
folk-pop. The Sundowners will be play¬ 
ing Birmingham city centre’s Sunflower 
Lounge on February 15. 

American troubadour Justin Townes 
Earle, the acoustic guitar strumming 
son of roots rocker Steve Earle, is 
cut from the fabric of classic US folk/ 
country/rock. Fans of Bob Dylan, Van 
Morrison and Tom Petty will find plenty 
to enjoy in his melancholy sound, en¬ 
hanced by the weepy pedal steel guitar 
of Paul Niehaus on his latest album Ab¬ 
sent Fathers (Loose Music). 

There is a nagging sense that good 
as it is, his music is too darn laid-back 
to grab your attention. Round the Bend 
makes a good effort though. 

El/Cherry Red have come up with a 
couple of CDs of easy listening/lounge 
sounds from the 1950s and 60s that 
would be perfect audio backdrops for 
any vintage cocktail party. Mexican 
bandleader Esquivel would simultane¬ 
ously record sections of his orchestra 
in studios a block apart to enhance the 
newfangled stereo sound, as heard on 
two-for-one set Latin-esque/Explor- 
ing New Sounds in Stereo. 

Film composer Henry Mancini is 
celebrated on 28-track compilation 
Playboy Themes featuring the gor¬ 
geous Lujon but not enough from 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s. 


musicians and dancers 


Impressive 

An Evening of Music and Dance, 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 

THE annual showcase brings Bir¬ 
mingham Royal Ballet’s musicians 
out of the orchestra pit and onto the 
stage of this premier venue for clas¬ 
sical music. 

Under the baton of Koen Kessels, 
the sinfonia impressed a full house 
with its vigour on Espana by Chabrier, 
a tender Intermezzo from Mascagni’s 
Cavalleria Rusticana and Ravel’s rous¬ 


ing La Valse. Dance took centre stage 
with excerpts leaving the audience 
eagerly anticipating BRB’s season at 
Birmingham Hippodrome. 

Compere David Bintley, BRB direc¬ 
tor, put the greasepaint on for the first 
time in years for a witty cameo as the 
toymaker in Coppelia. Momoko Hirata 
was a delight as the impish doll. 

It was encouraging seeing stars of 
tomorrow, students from Elmhurst 
School of Dance in Edgbaston. To¬ 


day’s stars Celine Gittens and Tyrone 
Singleton were powerful and elegant 
in the Black Swan pas de deux from 
Swan Lake. Elisha Willis and Iain 
Mackay blended glamour and strength 
in Act II pas de deux from Cinderella. 

World premieres included Ruth 
Brill’s charming Matroyoshka, danced 
to Shostakovich’s Jazz Suite No.2, 
with a sinuous Samara Downs, and 
Bintley’s latest fine tuning of the Four 
Seasons from Cinderella. LB 


Haunting 
sound by 
Lowings 

Kim Lowings 
& The Greenwood 
The Woodman Folk Club, 
Kingswinford 

KIM Lowings has a gor¬ 
geous voice but occasionally 
she seems hesitant to let it 
off the leash. However, even 
on a low burner her singing 
is a delight. 

One thing which is clearly 
discernible is how she and 
The Greenwood have gelled 
as a group to where they 
produce a wonderfully har¬ 
monious and almost signa¬ 
ture sound. 

Kim’s gentle strumming 
of the dulcimer comple¬ 
ments her voice perfectly. 

She presents such a sweet 
and petite figure from where 
you would never think a 
voice of such passion and 
power could emanate. 

With Dave Sutherland, 
Tim Rogers and Andrew- 
Lowings they created a 
haunting sound on tracks 
such as Monsoon and Phoe¬ 
nix. There were times 
where she sounded not un¬ 
like the great June Tabor 
as her singing found the 
deeper notes. 

The Stourbridge outfit is 
also putting together their 
second album. 

Danny Farragher 


REVIEWS 



In rehearsal, cast members from And Then There Were None at Wolverhampton 

None but the brave in Agatha 
Christie classic mystery play 


And Then There Were None, 
Wolverhampton Grand 

THERE’S nothing like a dark, atmospheric 
whodunit at this time of year and the very 
popular Agatha Christie Theatre Company 
return to the Wolverhampton Grand Thea¬ 
tre this week in their 10th season, with one 
of the her most infamous productions. 

This play started life as a novel, entitled 
Ten Little Indians, which apparently is the 
best-selling mystery thriller of all time. 

It tells the tale of ten strangers who are 
stranded on an island off the coast of Devon, 
having been lured there under unusual cir¬ 
cumstances. As one by one they begin to die, 


terror soon sets in. A star-studded cast in¬ 
cluding Paul Nicholas, Emmerdale’s Frazer 
Hinds and Susan Penhaligon lead the way 
through this tale of mystery and intrigue, 
leaving audiences on the edge of their seat. 

There is a gentle humour throughout the 
script, as you would expect there is a very 
English “stiff upper lip” feeling to the pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Paul Nicholas is well cast as Sir Lawrence 
Wargrave, the heartless judge, displaying 
authority throughout, and there is an ex¬ 
ceptionally strong performance from Ben 
Nealon. The play runs until Saturday. 

Alison Norton 



Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 
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BOILERS 


from 


All boilers mammm + Budget 

available from ^ wuKvtaitK gauges 


Boiler fr™ 
Services £40 
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COPIPE 

Plumbing & Heating Solutions 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 


01299 827070 07545 631731 


www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


iff? Motability 


TRAVEL PREMIUM CLASS 


MOKKA EXCLUSIV 
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Halesowen Vauxhall 

Stourbridge Motor House 


Dudley Road 

47 High Street 


West Midlands 

West Midlands 

LI ) 

01215030001 

01384 447 970 


www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 

VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). 
Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) 
- 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km.# 


#0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non¬ 
technical factors. Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment. Brilliant paint, metallic or pearlescent two-coat paint 
and parking distance sensors included with each lease. Tri-coat premium paint available at extra cost. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The 
Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 January-31 March 2015. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, 
the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of the Personal Independence Payment, the War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence 
Payment which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. All information correct 
attime of going to press. 
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Starfish is first among the 
friers after winning award 


A FISH and chip restaurant has 
found the recipe for success after re¬ 
ceiving a top quality award. 

The Starfish restaurant in Tiv- 
idale has scooped the Fish and Chip 
Quality Award from the National 
Federation of Fish Friers (NFFF), 
the trade body representing the 
UK’s fish and chip shops. 

Manager-owner Michael Arte¬ 
mis said: “It is a great honour to be 
awarded this prestigious award. 

“It is a really good pat on the back 
for all the staff who work extremely 
hard.” 

The award recognises restaurants 
that provide good quality products 
and high standards of hygiene, as 
well as friers that show a high level 
of competence. It is a double for The 
Starfish, which also received the top 
‘5’ rating under San dwell Council’s 
Food Hygiene Rating Scheme. 


Mr Artemis added: “Hopefully it 
will generate a bit of good publicity 
for the business and bring a bit more 
footfall through the doors to try the 
good quality fish and chips.” 

The NFFF award has been 
given to 300 restaurants and shops 
throughout the UK. 

An assessor looks at the shop’s 
cleanliness, presentation, hygiene, 
staff training, frying and sales skills 
and the quality of the product. 

The accreditation aims to set the 
new benchmark for standards within 
the industry and to give consumers 
confidence they will be buying a good 
quality product at outlets with the 
award displayed, encouraging more 
outlets to raise their standards. 

Despite the intense competition, 
fish and chips are still Britain’s 
number one takeaway. 



Michael Pili, from the Midland Seafish Industry, with Mike Artemis, owner of Starfish in Tividale 


Airport flies high 
with record year 

BIRMINGHAM Airport enjoyed its busiest-ever year in 
2014 with 9.7 million passengers passing through the 
West Midlands gateway. 

Figures show it finished the year with a record Decem¬ 
ber, with another 622,317 passengers travelling through 
the airport, an increase of 8.4 per cent on last year and 
the busiest December since 2008. 

As a result, over the 12 months the airport handled 
a total of 9,707,449 passengers; an increase of 6.5 per 
cent compared to 2013. It also celebrated seven record 
months in April, May, June, July, August, November 
and December with Dublin, Dubai and Amsterdam as 
the top three destinations. 

Airport chief executive Paul Kehoe said: “The pas¬ 
senger records have been achieved as a result of airlines 
introducing new routes and more people realising the 
ease of travelling to and through Birmingham Airport.” 

The year also saw the launch of Birmingham’s ex¬ 
tended runway, which allows aircraft to fly direct to the 
West Coast of America and to the Far East. The airport 
also saw its first ever direct service to China. 


Police keep 
pressure on 
burglars as 
crime falls 


BURGLARY rates across the West Midlands 
have fallen to an all-time low, police say - al¬ 
though the number of break-ins across Dud¬ 
ley has increased. 

Figures released by West Midlands Police show 
burglaries have decreased in Sandwell and Walsall 
by close to 15 per cent since last April compared to 
the same period 12 months ago. 


In Wolverhampton there 
has been an increase of 
1.2 per cent, while Dud¬ 
ley break-ins have risen 
by more than 15 per cent 
with 773 burglaries for the 
2014/2015 period compared 
to 668 the previous year. 

The force is, however, 
hailing the figures a success 
with an overall decrease of 
10 per cent throughout the 
region - a total of 942 fewer 
break-ins - which bosses 
say is down to officers tight¬ 
ening their grip on known 
offenders and protecting 
houses in crime ‘hot spots’. 

Halved 

It continues a downward 
trend over the past decade 
that has seen burglary rates 
more than halved — from 
26,933 in 2002/2003 to 
12,704 in 2013/2014. 

Chief Inspector Alan Sim- 
monds oversees Operation 
Illuminate, a project de¬ 
signed to tackle burglary in 
‘hot-spot’ areas. 

He said: “We’re keeping 
up pressure on thieves with 
a history of striking during 
dark winter evenings and 
also increasing patrolswhere 
historically we’ve seen more 
vulnerable properties, like 
student accommodation, 
being targeted.” 


By David Banner 

Stourbridge ward Con¬ 
servative councillor Mike 
Wood, Prospective Parlia¬ 
mentary Candidate for Dud¬ 
ley South, said: “It is great 
news that across the West 
Midlands the burglary rates 
are coming down. 

“I look forward to work¬ 
ing with local police to make 
sure the burglary rate in 
Dudley does come down.” 

The latest success in the 
region saw two men ar¬ 
rested in the early hours 
of January 19 on suspicion 
of breaking into a house in 
Redhill Gardens, Kings Nor¬ 
ton, and taking an Audi A4 
from the driveway. 

Camera operators on¬ 
board the police helicopter 
kept tabs on the stolen car 
before traffic police brought 
it to a stop at the junction of 
Pershore Road and Bourn- 
ville Lane. 

A 27-year-old man from 
Sparkhill was arrested from 
a nearby property, whilst a 
35-year-old man was picked 
up by officers in Pineapple 
Road, Stirchley, having ear¬ 
lier jumped from the car. 

Both men are in police 
custody on suspicion of bur¬ 
glary. 


Ambulance Trust 
lease is renewed 


A WEST Midlands Ambulance Service NHS Trust team 
will continue to work at offices in the Dudley borough. 

The trust’s lease of 4,700 sq ft of space at the Waterfront 
Business Park, Brierley Hill, has been renewed for another 
year with commercial property investor Intu Properties. 

The agreement was arranged with the help of Vail Wil¬ 
liams’ team of advisers based in Birmingham, and has 
saved the NHS trust the cost of finding new premises. 

About 50 people work at the trust’s offices at the busi¬ 
ness park from where it provides finance services. 

Steve Bott, Vail Williams senior surveyor, said: “Prop¬ 
erty management is often overlooked. But it is key to the 
smooth running of any major organisation. 

“We’re delighted that our commercial property expertise 
and local knowledge was able to help settle a good deal both 
for our client, Intu Group and West Midlands Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust.” 



VARIOUS 
HEATERS 
FROM £5 


^ SWAN 70G > 
STEAM GEN IRONS 
^ FROM £15 _^ 


1 WEEK ONLY EXPIRES 13/2/15 


1 WEEK 
ONLY 
EXPIRES 
13/2/15 


UPRIGHT 
VACUUMS 
FROM £25 


Offer only available on production 
of this advert 


1 WEEK ONLY f * 

EXPIRES 13/2/15 * 


nrxxpbqochords / 8IN tN 

( MULTI COOKER 
V FROM £30 a 


STEAM MOPS 
FROM £10.00 


MICROWAVES 
^FROM £25^ 


KETTLES TOASTERS IRONS 
VACUUMS FRYING PANS STEAM 
GENERATOR IRONS PROFESSIONAL MIXERS 
SAUCEPAN SETS BLENDERS MULTI COOKERS 
& TV’S ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


NOT TO BE USED IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 


www.kettleandtoasterman.co.uk { Tel: 01384 483286 


P NEW SHOWROOM ^ 

w OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
MON - FRI 8.00am - 4.00pm 
SAT 8.00am - 12.00pm 
WE ARE A TRADE WAREHOUSE 
^ NOW OPEN TO ^ 

THE PUBLIC 
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Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle needs local news 
stories for your local paper for you 
the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 

01902 319588 


Marching towards a new career 



Event organiser Corporal Dan Harper with visitor Kieran Ward and Dudley Jobcentre Plus adviser Elaine Palmer 


NEARLY 300 jobseekers packed out a civilian and military 
careers fair — the first event of its kind staged at an army 
reserve centre in Dudley. 

Members of D Squadron (Dudley) of the Royal Yeomanry 
joined forces with Jobcentre Plus to organise the fai at the 
Army Reserve Centre, in Vicar Street. It attracted 275 


people as around 30 companies, agencies and education 
groups showcased what they have to offer. Among those 
with stands were National Express, GMS Group, Dudley 
Council, Dudley College, the regular and reserve Army, 
Navy and Royal Air Force. The fair was suggested by army 
reservist Corporal Dan Harper, of Rowley Regis. 


Befriending help needed 


VOLUNTEERS are needed to 
support a befriending service 
launched by Dudley Council 
to help vulnerable people in 
the borough. 

The scheme aims to provide 
one-to-one and group assistance 
to housing tenants who are lonely, 
isolated or facing difficulties. 

It aims to help people gain a more 


positive outlook by becoming more 
involved in society, such as attending 
a group, gaining a new interest and 
making friends. The scheme has been 
developed by the council’s housing 
support team. 

Informal 

Volunteers are needed to provide 
friendly, informal support to the ser¬ 
vice users. Where possible a volunteer 
is matched with someone who has sim¬ 
ilar interests. 


Dudley Council housing boss Coun¬ 
cillor Gaye Partridge said: “The be¬ 
friending service was launched last 
July and has already made a positive 
impact upon people’s lives If anyone 
has any spare time they could dedicate 
to this project I would urge them to get 
in touch. It is very rewarding.” 

Befrienders must be at least 18 
and checks will be made. Training is 
provided. Call 07827 873394 or email 
stayconnected@dudley.gov.uk 


SANDWELL COLLEGE 
SCHOOL LEAVER OPEN EVENING 

OPEN TO ALL YEAR 10 AND 11 STUDENTS CURRENTLY AT SCHOOL: 

WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY 5-8PM 

WE ARE JUST ONE RIDE AWAY BY BUS OR METRO 

Sandwell College is a new, state-of-the-art £80m college in West Bromwich, specialising in vocational courses taught by 
industry-trained teachers using industry-standard equipment. 

Last September, we opened our £6m dedicated academic centre Central Sixth, which specialises in A Levels. 

We are rated good by Ofsted and our pass rates are excellent at 99% for A Levels and 99% for vocational courses. 

So, if you are deciding on your next step after school, or you have a son or daughter who is not sure of their options, 

visit our open evening! You will get: 


ADVICE ON OUR FREE TRANSPORT SCHEME 


• FIND OUT WHERE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS WILL TAKE YOU 


• A CHANCE TO MEET TEACHERS 


EXPERT ADVICE ON COURSES 


A CHANCE TO MEET STUDENTS 


For A Levels visit Central Sixth, New Square, West Bromwich town centre. 
For other courses visit Central Campus, Spon Lane. 

We look forward to seeing you 

www.sandwell.ac.uk 0800 622006 



RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 

& OUTSTANDING BY OUR STUDENTS 


Sandwell College 

West Bromwich ^ 

























Advertisement Feature 


High Spec Windows and Conservatories Ltd 

FREE TRIPLE GLAZING!! 


the customer. We also have our 
own toughening plant on site 
allowing us to give you additional 
discounts. You will always 
recognise our fitting teams in 
there fully sign written vans 
travelling all across the country. 
All our products are A-rated and 
come with 10 year warranty, 
insurance backed guarantee 
and are registered with Fensa. 

Come and visit our showroom, 
arrangeafactorytour(Saturdays 
only) or why not have a free, 
none obligation quotation in 
the comfort of your own home. 
Our sales team doesn’t work 
on commission so there is no 
pressure on you. 

So why not ring today for 
your free quotation on 
0121 544 4051. 


To celebrate our 
23rd Birthday High- 
Spec Windows and 
Conservatories are 
giving you the customer 
FREE TRIPLE GLAZING! 

We are the largest manufacturer 
and installer in the Midlands 
operating on a 3.5 acre site with 
a 50,000 square foot factory 
fabricating up to 600, A-rated 
windows per week. Not only 
do we produce windows we 
have huge production range 
including composite and UPVC 
doors, conservatories, roofs, 
smoking shelters, verandas for 
alfresco dinning, Bi-fold doors, 
fascias, soffits, guttering, 
aluminium in a range of colours 
and much more. 

All our machinery is state of the 
art reducing our costs to you 


Free Phone 0800 007 5312 


TRIPLE GLAZING 


LIS* 


^ RING NOW 0121 552 9777 I I 
-—FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 

Gofiser Qp en 7 da y S a week M 0n . pri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm Saturday and Sunday* QOors 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 

www.hispecwincflows.GO.uk hispec-sales@outlook.com 


"Terms & Conditions Apply 
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Stars line-up for 
classic whodunnit 

TV favourites Paul Nich¬ 
olas and Dalziel and Pas- 
coe star Colin Buchanan 
feature in a production 
of Agatha Christie’s And 
Then There Were None at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre this week. 

The play opened on 
Monday and runs until 
Saturday in a production 
that celebrates the 10th 
anniversary of the Agatha 
Christie Theatre Company. 
The whodunnit is set on an 
isolated island where the 
past catches up with the 
guests. 

It also stars Susan Pen- 
haligon from Bouquet of 
Barbed Wire and A Fine 
Romance, Stafford-born ex- 
Blue Peter presenter Mark 
Curry, Emmerdale’s Ver¬ 
ity Rushworth and Frazer 
Hines, plus Ben Nealon 
from Soldier Soldier. 

Comedy favourites 
are on the stage 

MAUREEN Lipman, fond¬ 
ly remembered as the BT 
grannie, will join Gimme 
Gimme Gimme actor 
James Dreyfus in Lindsay 
Posner’s new production 
of 1940s American come¬ 
dy Harvey at Birmingham 
Rep, before heading to the 
West End. The production 
is on in Birmingham until 
February 21. 

The Knights who say 
Ni are back in Brum with 
Spamalot, the musical 
based on Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, at the 
New Alexandra Theatre 
until Saturday. Squeaky- 
voiced Joe Pasquale is King 
Arthur and ex-EastEnder 
Todd Carty his long-suffer¬ 
ing servant Patsy. 


Dance fantasy is promising 
to be a cut above the rest 


It’s Heart 
and Soul 
from Carol 

A SHROPSHIRE raised 
singer known for some of 
the biggest power ballads 
of the 1980s, Carol Deck¬ 
er, brings T’Pau to Bilston 
venue The Robin 2 on Val¬ 
entine’s Day — apt, as one 
of their hits was Valentine. 

China In Your Hands, 
which topped the singles 
chart in the UK and Ameri¬ 
can in 1987, was the band’s 
biggest hit after they hit 
the big time with Heart 
and Soul from their debut 
Bridge of Spies album. 

Next Saturday’s gig has 
been rescheduled from 
last October. Tickets cost 
£17.50 in advance or £19.50 
on the door. 

Other key gigs — Ricky 
Wilson will rule the roost 
when Kaiser Chiefs rock a 
full Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall tomorrow (Friday); 
Hayseed Dixie put a hill¬ 
billy twist on classic rock 
at a sold out Wulfrun Hall 
on Saturday, the same 
time Nick Dagger and The 
Counterfeit Stones spend 
the night at the Robin 2. 



NEW Adventures’ magical production of Ed¬ 
ward Scissorhands, Matthew Bourne’s ballet 
version of the cult fantasy movie created by 
Tim Burton, is being staged at Birmingham 
Hippodrome from Tuesday to Saturday. 


Dommic North, who was award nominated for his per¬ 
formance in the role in 2009, will be sharing the title role 
with rising star Liam Mower. One of the original trio of 

boys who played Billy Elliot - 

on stage, Mower last year 
returned to the West End as 
‘Older Billy’ for the filmed 
gala version of the show. 

The Russian State Bal¬ 
let of Siberia perform their 
version of The Nutcracker 
(a little late for Christmas, 
or very early) at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre on 
Sunday at 4pm and present 
an evening performance of 
Swan lake on Monday. 


Valentine 

It will be dance with a 
Strictly popular appeal 
when Brendan Cole pre¬ 
sents A Night To Remember 
at the Grand on Thursday, 
February 12. 

Fellow Strictly Come 
Dancing veterans Anton du 
Beke and Erin Boag present 
That’s Entertainment at 
Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall on Saturday, February 
14. A likely Valentine treat 
for many, the new produc¬ 
tion will feature Hollywood 
classics sung by Strictly vo¬ 
calist Lance Ellington and 
danced by the star duo, plus 
world class guest dancers. 



Edward Scissorhands is at 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

The ballroom glamour will 
feature the 25-piece London 
Concert Orchestra on stage. 

Former Strictly favourites 
Vincent Simone and Flavia 
Cacace also celebrate the 
golden age of Hollywood 
in Dance Til Dawn at Bir¬ 
mingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Monday to 
Saturday. 

Then Birmingham Royal 
Ballet launches its season at 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
with Moving Stateside, fea¬ 
turing three American bal¬ 
lets, from February 18 and 
Coppelia from February 24. 


Mediaeval music 
on Night Watch 

IF you fancy something se¬ 
riously traditional, differ¬ 
ent and definitely medieval 
then The Night Watch are 
a real treat. 

The duo of Ian Pittaway 
and Andy Casserley play 
tunes which are hundreds 
of years old on impressive 
reproduction instruments 
the like of which would 
have been played in the 
13th century. 

They will be playing 
renaissance music and 
singing in ways which will 
transport you back in his¬ 
tory at Holy Trinity Parish 
Church, Church Hill, Mill 
Street, Sutton Coldfield, 
B72 1TF this Saturday 
(February 7) at 7.30pm. 

Tickets can be bought 
through www.htsc.org.uk/ 
friends-of-holy-trinity/con 
certs-and-events/the-night- 
watch/ 

Hares to Leveret’s 
new album tour 

THREE of English folk’s 
top musicians, Andy Cut¬ 
ting, Sam Sweeney and 
Rob Harbron, will be 
performing together as 
Leveret at the MAC Bir¬ 
mingham on February 12 
at 8pm. 

The gig is the launch 
tour for their debut album 
New Anything. Tickets 
are £15 or £13 with conces¬ 
sions. 

Cutting has just finished 
a new album with Martin 
Simpson and Nancy Kerr. 

On the same night at 
8.30pm, duo Nik Morris 
and Kris Collins, Elmore 
Row, will be at Brewood 
Acoustic Club, Brewood 
Cricket Club, Four Ashes 
Road. 
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It’s Great Down The Pub /// 


FRIDAY 6TH 

TONIGHT JAMIE 
FLANAGAN IS 
MICHAEL BUBLE 



SATURDAY 7TH 

THE DISCO DISCIPLES 

SUNDAY 8TH 

STARMAKERS 
SUNDAY KARAOKE 


R IH" 

B3r e 1 «. m 

ui l 


Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 


MONDAY 9TH 

FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE 


TUESDAY 10TH 

PREDATORS KARAOKE 

WEDNESDAY11TH 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 



CARVERY TIMES 


Only 


12.00-2.30 pm, 6-8 pm JM Em 

Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm ILObHU 
GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 
N EW MENU 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks * 
Available 7 days a week 


THURSDAY12TH 

THURSDAY IS 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

We serve until 1am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


± 



Wedding Fair 

THE COPTHORNE HOTEL, MERRY HILL, DUDLEY 
SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2015 - 11.00 AM - 3.00 PM 



Join us for all the inspiration you need for your big day! Showcasing 
the best local suppliers, with free parking, entry and advice 
You can pick up an exclusive and Complimetary 
‘I’m Getting Married’ goodie bag, too! 

For further information, visit 
www.aspire-events.net or telephone 01562 822233 


Are you looking to 

promote 

your company 
in the 

Halesowen 

area and 

need 

advice? 

Contact Chris or 
Dave at the 

Halesowen 

Chronicle 

and they will give 
solutions to suit 
your needs 

01902 319536 


It's Not Magic! Its Simply. 


Supplied & Fitted - All New Window, 
Doors & Conservatories 

Double Glazing Repair Specialist ' 4 h 

• Locksmiths (24hr) • Broken Hinges 

• Handles • Misted Unit • Rubber Seals 

• CONSERVATORY LEAKS 


• Building and Property 
maintenance 

• Landlords/Commercial 
work undertaken 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Dave 0121422 9655 . 

07592 444490 ^ 

www.v 'indow-wiz rd.co.uk 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

0* Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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CHOICE 



Paddy McGuinness 


Take Me Out 
(ITV, 8.05pm) 

It seems a long time ago 
indeed when Paddy 
McGuinness walked in the 
shadow of comic sidekick and 
best friend Peter Kay. Since 
those days, he’s carved a nice 
little career for himself, 
married a model and become 
a father to twins. He’s also 
recently announced he’ll be 
touring again in September, 
but if you can’t wait that long 
to cash in some of that unique 
McGuinness humour, he’s 
back on the box tonight with 
this hilarious dating show. 
Tonight, he is serving up a 
treat for those ladies with 
lights; they will meet lifeguard 
Liam, barista Jonathon, 
hairdresser Nick and bagpiper 
Glenn. Surely love will blossom 
for some of them? If not, we’ll 
have fun watching it try... 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 
12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Bargain Hunt. (Fi) 2.00 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Italy v 
Ireland (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. France v Scotland 
(Kick-off 5.00pm). 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.15 The Voice UK. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes present the 
spinning-chair singing contest, in 
which Tom Jones, William, Ricky 
Wilson and Rita Ora seek out the 
nation’s best vocal talent. As the 
coaches sit with their backs to the 
singers, the fun for the viewers is 
guessing who is going to press 
their button first, as they silently 
quiz each other or goad each other 
on. As they become more keen to 
complete their teams, will they be 
less picky in their choices? 
Tonight’s hopefuls include 

19-year-old Essex rapper Brooklyn 
and a familiar face to any fan of 
1980s pop - Brother Beyond 
singer Nathan Moore. 

8.35 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants pick a selection of 
dream prizes to make up their 
personal wish lists, all of which 
have a connection to their shared 
history together. They then face 
categories of questions in an 
attempt to win their chosen items. 
9.25 Casualty. It’s inspection day so 
Connie gives the staff a pep talk - 
unaware of the problems in store. 
Two soldiers are injured in an 
explosion during a training 
exercise, but Rita can’t understand 
why one of them is lying about the 
accident. A computer hacker tries 
to spread a little happiness, 
although it comes at a price that 
lands him in the ED - and as the 
doctors treat the patient’s illness, 
Robyn inadvertently causes a 
near-disaster by spreading his 
virus to Holby’s computer system. 
Honey catches Big Mac taking 
stock from the food bank, and Zoe 
and Max rekindle their passion. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. 

12.00 The Football League Show. 1.20 
Film: Highlander: Endgame. (2000) 2.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.55 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.20 Film: War and Peace. (1956) 9.40 
Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam. (R) 10.10 
British Isles: A Natural History. (R) 11.00 
Six Nations Rewind. 12.00 James 
Martin: Home Comforts. (R) 12.45 Food 
& Drink. (R) 1.15 Jack Lemmon: Talking 
Pictures. 2.00 Film: Cowboy. (1958) 
Western, starring Jack Lemmon. 3.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.15 Horrible Histories: Magna 
Carta Special. 5.45 The Great British 
Sewing Bee. (R) 

6.45 Flog It! Experts Thomas Plant and 
Michael Baggottare in Edinburgh, 
where items brought in by locals 
include a small ivory trinket box 
and an example of Monart. 

7.35 Britain’s Tudor Treasure: A Night 
at Hampton Court. With the royal 
palace celebrating its 500th 
anniversary this year, Lucy 
Worsley and David Starkey 
present a recreation of the 
christening service of Henry Vlll’s 
son and heir Edward on October 
15,1537. The two historians 
reveal how Henry’s household 
came together for an occasion that 
used every part of Hampton Court 
Palace, from the royal apartments 
and the kitchens to the Chapel 
Royal, producing a pageant that 
was deeply political as well as 
being a carefully stage-managed 
performance. (R) 

8.35 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring’s platoon 
tries to raise money for the local 
Spitfire fund by having a bash at 
morris dancing. Classic comedy 
first broadcast in 1974, starring 
Arthur Lowe. (R) 

9.05 Ql XL. Extended edition. Ross 
Noble, Kathy Lette, Sue Perkins 
and Alan Davies attempt to answer 
host Stephen Fry’s range of 
fiendish questions on the topic of 
ladies and gents. 

9.50 Film: Broken. (2012) Premiere. 

An 11 -year-old girl’s innocent 
outlook on life is shattered when 
she sees her neighbour brutally 
attack a man he suspects of raping 
his daughter. The incident leaves 
her unable to trust any of the 
people and places she had 
previously considered safe, but 
finds solace in a friendship with 
the victim of the assault. Drama, 
starring Eloise Laurence. 

11.15 Film: Seven Years in Tibet. 

(1997) Fact-based drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and David Thewlis. 

1.25 Film: Glory Road. (2006) 3.15 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk 
and the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.40 The Undriveables. (R) 2.05 The 
Chase. (R) 3.05 Doc Martin. (R) 4.10 
Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 5.05 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 5.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
Strikes Back! (R) 

6.30 Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. 

Five members of the public 
impersonate their favourite pop 
stars as they battle it out for the 
last place in next week’s final of 
the talent show. 

7.30 Planet’s Got Talent. Featuring a 
man who jumps into paddling 
pools from incredible heights, a 
parrot that speaks fluent English, 
and one of the most dangerous 
acts ever seen on the show. 

8.05 Take Me Out. Lifeguard Liam from 
Newcastle, barista Jonathon from 
Newport, hairdresser Nick from 
Pontefract and bagpiper Glenn 
from Glasgow all vie for the 
attentions of 30 single women, 
intent on capturing their interest 
and securing a date. However, first 
they must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. Host Paddy 
McGuinness monitors their 
progress and reviews the dating 
action from last week’s couples on 
the Isle of Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined by Stephen Fry, for 
his first TV interview since his 
wedding, former England cricket 
captain Andrew Flintoff and 
comedy actor Kevin Hart. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Hard Target. (1993) An out- 
of-work merchant sailor 
investigates sadistic hunters who 
stalk human prey in New Orleans. 
John Woo’s action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme. 

12.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.05 Trans World Sport. 7.00 Cycling: 
Revolution Series. 7.55 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. 

(R) 9.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
10.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 Child 
Genius. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 5.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
6.00 The Simpsons. Bart goes to work 

as a comedian in a burlesque 
theatre and proves a hit with its 
clientele - until Marge turns up 
with an angry mob in tow and tries 
to demolish the place. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Our Guy in India. Guy Martin 
takes a 1,000-mile journey across 
India to compete in a race called 
Rider Mania, the world’s largest 
gathering of Royal Enfield 
motorbikes. In the first of two 
programmes, the daredevil rides 
with a 50-strong biker gang, visits 
Asia’s biggest truck yard and finds 
himself completely out of his 
comfort zone. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 

In America, the waters of Lake Erie 
turn pea green, while a man in 
New Zealand finds eels swimming 
in his street after a sudden and 
violent downpour. A photographer 
captures rare images of a 
moustache cloud, New York City 
grinds to a halt as onlookers 
witness the beautiful sunset 
known as “Manhattanhenge”, and 
in Hawaii, volcanic lava creates 
tornados of steam on the ocean 
surface. A terrifying mudslide 
roars through a sleepy Austrian 
village, while wind and rain carve 
ancient rocks into giant 
mushroom-like shapes in Egypt. 
9.00 Film: American Reunion. (2012) 
Premiere. Jim Levenstein and his 
old friends return to their home 
town for a high-school reunion. 
Struck by how much their lives 
have changed, they set out to 
relive the sexual misadventures of 
their adolescence, but only end up 
making bigger fools of themselves 
than they did as teenagers. 
Comedy sequel, starring Jason 
Biggs and Alyson Hannigan. 

11.15 Film: Panic Room. (2002) 

Thriller, with Jodie Foster. 

1.20 Film: Earthquake. (1974) 3.25 
Hollyoaks. (R) 5.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Access. 10.40 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 11.40 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.35 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.35 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 2.35 
Film: U-571. (2000) Second World War 
adventure, starring Matthew 
McConaughey. 4.45 Film: Columbo: 
Murder in Malibu. (1990) Crime drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 NCIS. The team is called to a high 
school on a Marine base, where a 
pupil has taken his classmates 
hostage and is threatening to 
detonate a bomb strapped to his 
chest. Mark Harmon stars. (R) 
7.25 NCIS. Gibbs is called to a frozen 
lake, where two children have 
discovered the body of a missing 
marine. The team searches the 
water for clues and finds three 
more bullet-ridden corpses, all of 
which have tattoos linking them to 
a notorious street gang. The case 
then becomes a race against time 
to discover what connects the 
murders before the serviceman’s 
comrades seek revenge. (R) 

8.20 NCIS. Gibbs is assigned to 
examine the apparent suicide of a 
Pentagon cryptographer 
suspected of spying. The case is 
thrown into disarray by the 
discovery of evidence indicating 
another person was present at the 
time of death - meaning the real 
mole may still be on the loose and 
has already killed at least once. 
Crime drama, with Mark Harmon 
and David McCallum. (R) 

9.20 NCIS. A suspect dies while being 
restrained by Ziva, who finds 
herself accused of using undue 
force and becomes the subject of 
an internal investigation. Drama, 
starring Cote de Pablo. (R) 

10.15CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
The team works with the CDC to 
contain a deadly outbreak in Las 
Vegas when Sara and Greg are 
quarantined after responding to a 
crime scene contaminated with a 
lethal virus. 

11.10 Law & Order. A pregnant security 
guard is injured when a package 
explodes at a scientific research 
lab, prompting Green and Lupo to 
look at a chemist’s latest 
experiments. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.1010,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of the 
Fifth 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: Butterfly on a 
Wheel (2007) 10.30 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 11.00 Family Guy 2.00 Crims 2.30 
South Side Story 3.00 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 3.30 Sweat the Small Stuff 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Yellowstone: Unnatural Histories 8.00 
Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of Three 
Cities 9.00 Spiral 10.50 Charlie Brooker’s 
Weekly Wipe 11.20 Queen: Days of Our Lives 

I. 20 Top of the Pops: 1980 2.00 Bright 
Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of Three Cities 
3.00 Sounds of the 70s 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

II. 15 The Cube: Celebrity Special 12.15 
Film: Honey (2003) 2.10 Film: Small 
Soldiers (1998) 4.20 You’ve Been Framed: 
Kids Special 5.20 Film: Rumor Has It (2005) 
7.25 Film: Stormbreaker (2006) 9.20 Take 
Me Out—The Gossip 10.05 Reality Bites 

10.50 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 11.20 
Film: Death Race (2008) 1.25 Fake Reaction 
2.05 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 A Touch of Frost 2.00 Wycliffe 3.05 
Film: Mutiny on the Buses (1972) 5.00 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Lewis 12.05 ATouch 
of Frost 2.05 Judge Judy 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Hogan’s Heroes 12.40 The Car Chasers 
2.30 Counting Cars 3.25 Pawn Stars 5.10 
Storage Wars 6.10 Storage Wars: Texas 7.10 
Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 9.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 
4 (1998) 11.30 Film: Monty Python’s The 
Meaning of Life (1983) 1.40 The Motorbike 
Show 2.30 Hogan’s Heroes 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Taking New York: Sneak Peek 11.35 2 
Broke Girls 12.00 New Girl 1.00 Melissa & 
Joey 2.00 How I Met Your Mother 3.00 Troy 
4.00 The Jump 5.00 The Jump: On the Piste 
5.35 The 100 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991) 

11.40 The Inbetweeners 12.50 How I Met 
Your Mother 1.50 The Cleveland Show 3.05 
Don’t Trust the B* ** * in Apartment 23 3.50 
The New Normal 4.10 Desperate Housewives 
4.55 My Fair Wedding 
Film4 

11.00 On the Fiddle (1961) 1.00 27 Dresses 
(2008) 3.25 The Wind Rises (2013) 6.10 
Transformers (2007) 9.00 Hanna (2011) 
11.10 Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark (2010) 1.15 
Snake in the Eagle’s Shadow (1978) 3.25 
Close 


There’s only one real way 
to stay warm this winter 


Worcester Accredited Installer 


Diamond 

Installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service 

• All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets 

• Internal & External Drains ALL FROM 

• Unlimited Call Outs JUST £9.99 

• Gas & Water Supply Pipes PER MONTH 

PLUS MORE! vc appi, 


LANDLORDS 
PLATINUM PLAN 

5 Service Plans for 
you to choose from 

•Bronze ‘Silver 'Gold 
•Platinum ‘Custom 


WHY CHOOSE US? 

Welcome to Gastek 
Solutions Ltd, your 
friendly family run 
Central Heating and 
Plumbing business 
LOCAL to you! 


Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions,co.uk 
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^'Complete Bathroom^ 

• Tiling anSfalumbing 1 
► Kitchens and Conservatories 
All work undertaken 



TRANSFORM THE LOOK OF 
YOUR HOME AND CUT YOUR 
_ENERGY BILLS! EEMfl 


From 

This... 


Government Cashback Offer up to £ 4 , 100 ! 


Hurry whilst 
hbackOr 

_ MTU 

examplTGUsts7 


(End terrace/ semi house 80m 2 ) 
Normal Cost - £8100 
Cashback - £4100 




year 


\%Upto £4100 Government Cashback 
M educe Fuel Bill up to £460 per 
{=^ He/ Ps Prevent Condensation 
I ^ PmeSAppearan ce of Building 
Vg 25 year SWiGA Guarantee 
^ p nces start from £2000 ( Sm , 
iSf £500 bonus cashback fnr „ 

' luTrr. o dsnoackfor new owners 

M reen Deal Finance Available 



FORA NO OBLIGATION SURVEY AND QUOTE 

Call us free on 0800 107 3847 
www.sealinsulation.co.uk 
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26 SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 8 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Guy Martin 


Our Guy in India 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

Grimsby has suddenly made it 
onto the media map. Strictly 
Come Dancing’s Kevin and 
Joanne Clifton hail from there, 
and so does the star of this 
series, biker Guy Martin. Last 
week’s edition saw him set off 
on a 1,000-mile trip across 
India on his Royal Enfield 
motorcycle, and he continues 
the journey here by calling in 
Mumbai. He visits a slum which 
changes his perception of what 
such a place is like before 
sampling the refreshing 
sensation of monsoon season. 
Guy makes the final leg of 
his journey on a traditional 
trawler en route to Goa, but 
ignores the resort’s famous 
beaches and heads straight 
for his ultimate goal - Rider 
Mania, which has the largest 
gathering of Royal Enfields on 
the planet. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. With Mark 
Chapman and the Match of the Day 
team. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.00 Eat Well for Less? (R) 
4.00 Your Home in Their Hands. 5.00 
Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.00 Animals in Love. Part two of two. 
How animals attract a mate, from 
female capuchin monkeys flirting 
with the alpha male to the orang¬ 
utan that chooses its partner in a 
very 21st-century way. 

7.00 Countryfile. The decline of birds 
in Leicestershire and Rutland, 
revealing how farmers and 
volunteers are trying to encourage 
them back onto the land and 
restore their habitat. Including 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Sister Winifred 
makes it her mission to promote 
safe sex among the local 
prostitute population. Sister 
Monica Joan feels sidelined, while 
Trixie and Tom argue over their 
future. 

9.00 The British Academy Film 
Awards. Stephen Fry hosts the 
Bafta ceremony live from the 
Royal Opera House in Covent 
Garden, as stars of the silver 
screen gather to pat one another 
on the back in a celebration of the 
past 12 months’ cinematic 
achievements, while the 
nominated ones keep their fingers 
crossed that they won’t be going 
home empty-handed. Birdman, 
Boyhood, The Grand Budapest 
Hotel, The Imitation Game and The 
Theory of Everything compete for 
best film, while the leading actor 
categories see Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Eddie Redmayne, 
Ralph Fiennes, Felicity Jones and 
Rosamund Pike flying the flag for 
Britain. However, they face stiff 
competition from Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Michael Keaton, Amy Adams, 
Julianne Moore and Reese 
Witherspoon. 

11.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

11.30 The Apprentice USA. The 

celebrity candidates have to create 
a promotional display for a 
famous brand of suntan lotion. 

12.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.55 BBC News. 


6.20 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.20 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
8.05 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The Football 
League Show. (R) 10.20 Six Nations 
Rewind. 11.20 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 12.50 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 1.20 Food & Drink. (R) 

I. 50 Film: The Mouse That Roared. 
(1959) Comedy, starring Peter Sellers. 

3.15 Open All Hours. (R) 3.45 To the 
Manor Born. (R) 4.15 Hi-de-Hi! (R) 4.45 
Flog It! Trade Secrets. 5.15 Alaska- 
Earth’s Frozen Kingdom. (R) 

6.15 Ski Sunday. Graham Bell and Ed 
Leigh present from the alpine 
skiing World Championships in 
Vail/Beaver Creek, Colorado, 
featuring the men’s and women’s 
downhill races. 

7.00 The Motorway: Life in the Fast 
Lane. Documentary series 
charting life on the M6, one of the 
busiest stretches of motorway in 
Britain, following the teams 
preparing for one of the stormiest 
winters on record. Initially set up 
in answer to a January 2003 
snowstorm that left drivers 
stranded in their cars for up to 18 
hours, these teams have been 
preparing for snow and ice - but 
now find themselves facing the 
stormiest winter in more than 40 
years. It’s all hands on deck if the 
Highways Agency is to save its 
reputation. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond and James 
May attempt to improve the 
ambulance, with each enhancing 
the one area they think could do 
with an overhaul. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. Ideas pitched 
include an idea for giving high 
heels a new lease of life, eco- 
friendly coffins, a sleek new take 
on the electric toothbrush and an 
online shopping service for men. 
10.00 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman introduces the latest 
Premier League matches, 
featuring West Ham United v 
Manchester United, Burnley v 
West Bromwich Albion and 
Newcastle United v Stoke City. 

II. 15 Film: Disconnect. (2012) The 

complex lives of several strangers 
are made far more problematic by 
the technology they use to 
communicate. Ensemble drama, 
starring Jason Bateman. 

1.05 Film: Savage Grace. (2007) 2.30 
Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.25 Holby 
City. (R) 4.25 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: 
Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. (R) 1.40 
Off Their Rockers. (R) 2.10 Mel & Sue’s 
Best Bits. 3.15 Tipping Point. (R)4.15 
Film: Moonraker. (1979) James Bond 
spy adventure, starring Roger Moore. 
6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Get Your Act Together. Steps 

singer Claire Richards is mentored 
by fire-eating act the Black Fire 
Girls, former politician Ann 
Widdecombe joins circus 
ringmaster Norman Barrett, one¬ 
time Coronation Street star Oliver 
Mellor (Dr Matt Carter) is coached 
by musical quintet the Bottle Boys, 
TOWIE’s Elliott Wright teams up 
with Cyr wheel performer Billy 
George, and TV personality Nancy 
Dell’Olio collaborates with 
illusionist Hans Klok. Host 
Stephen Mulhern follows the 
rehearsals leading up to the 
contestants’ big performances as 
they compete for a place in the 
final in two weeks’time. 

8.15 All Star Family Fortunes. 
Benidorm actress Crissy Rock 
(Janey) and Ian “H” Watkins from 
Steps team up with their families 
in an attempt to win a jackpot of 
£30,000 for charity. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry pushes ahead 
with plans for the Selfridge Estate, 
aiming to buy a field at auction, 
but an unexpected rival bidder 
poses a threat. Miss Mardle 
makes her mark in fashion. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Perspectives: Lenny Henry- 
Finding Shakespeare. The 
comedian charts his changing 
relationship with the Bard, from 
finding his works boring as a child 
to starring in productions of Othello 
and The Comedy of Errors. (R) 

11.15 LV= Cup Rugby Union. 

12.15 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.20 NFL: Rush Zone. 6.45 How I Met 
Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I Met Your 
Mother. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. 
(R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.55 The Simpsons. 

(R) 3.25 Film: Marmaduke. (2010) 
Comedy, starring Lee Pace. 5.10 
Channel 4 News. 5.30 Film: Ice Age. 
(2002) Animated adventure, with the 
voice of John Leguizamo. 

7.00 The Jump. Davina McCall 

presents the semi-final, as the six 
remaining celebrities compete in 
high-speed, head-to-head 
snowboarding races negotiating 
the steep banks of a slalom tunnel. 
Concludes tomorrow at 8pm. 

8.00 The Hotel. Mark wants to make 
the Cavendish more child-friendly 
and asks general manager James 
to take charge of a family fun day, 
hoping the task will make him 
more decisive in his role. 

9.00 Our Guy in India. Parttwoof 
two. Guy Martin visits Mumbai, 
where more skyscrapers are 
being built than anywhere 
else in the world, and clambers 
833ft to the top of India’s tallest 
building, the Imperial. Back on 
ground level, the daredevil visits 
a slum where a million people live 
in the space of one square mile, 
before experiencing a downpour 
on his Royal Enfield with the 
arrival of the monsoons. To avoid 
slow-moving and dangerous 
roads, he makes the final leg of 
his 1,000-mile journey by sea, on 
his way to compete in Rider 
Mania. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown. Team captains Sean 
Lock and Jon Richardson are 
joined by Vic Reeves and Bob 
Mortimer, while Jack Whitehall is 
in Dictionary Corner with Susie 
Dent. Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

11.05 Film: Patriot Games. (1992) A 
former CIA agent prevents an 
assassination attempt by an IRA 
splinter group, but one of the 
terrorists swears revenge on him. 
Thriller, starring Harrison Ford and 
Sean Bean. 

1.10 The Last Leg. (R) 2.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.10 Kirstie’s Best of Both 
Worlds. (R) 5.05 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.40 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. 7.10 Oily the Little White Van. 

7.15 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.30 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.40 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 Wanda and 
the Alien. 8.30 Zack and Quack. (R) 8.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.10 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.25 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
SpongeBob SquarePants. 10.30 
Robson’s Extreme Fishing Challenge. (R) 
11.25 Robson’s Extreme Fishing 
Challenge. (R) 12.20 Robson’s Extreme 
Fishing Challenge. (R) 1.20 Film: It 
Could Happen to You. (1994) Romantic 
comedy, with Nicolas Cage and Bridget 
Fonda. 3.15 Film: Over Her Dead Body. 
(2008) Supernatural romantic comedy, 
starring Eva Longoria and Paul Rudd. 

4.55 5 News Weekend. 5.00 Film: What 
to Expect When You’re Expecting. (2012) 
Comedy drama, starring Cameron Diaz. 

6.55 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: Armed 
and Fabulous. (2005) FBI agent 
Gracie Hart is taken off active duty 
and made the face of the bureau’s 
publicity campaign, but would 
rather catch crooks than be the 
focus of media attention - so 
when her friends are kidnapped, 
she disobeys orders to run her 
own undercover investigation with 
the help of a short-tempered 
colleague. Comedy sequel, 
starring Sandra Bullock. 

9.00 Film: The Bounty Hunter. (2010) 
Premiere. A bail enforcement 
agent is assigned the task of 
tracking down his own ex-wife, a 
wily reporter chasing a story about 
a murder cover-up. However, 
bringing his former spouse to 
justice is harder than he 
anticipated, not least because she 
has also been targeted by the 
criminal she is investigating. 

Action comedy, starring Gerard 
Butler and Jennifer Aniston. 

11.20 Film: Zack and Miri Make a 

Porno. (2008) Two friends decide 
to shoot a porn film, but find 
having sex for the cameras makes 
them rethink their feelings for 
each other. Comedy, starring Seth 
Rogen and Elizabeth Banks. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.1010 Most 
Annoying Things About 1 999. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 

5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.10 The 
Voice UK 8.30 The British Academy Film 
Awards: Red Carpet 9.00 Backchat with Jack 
Whitehall and His Dad 9.30 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 10.00 Family Guy 10.45 Crims 

11.15 American Dad! 11.35 Family Guy 
12.00 Backchat with Jack Whitehall and His 
Dad 12.30 South Side Story 1.00 Bangkok 
Airport 1.55 Abortion: Ireland’s Guilty Secret? 
2.55 Bangkok Airport 3.50 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild Places 
8.00 Mark Lawson Talks to Celia Imrie 9.00 
Horizon: Why Can’t We Predict Earthquakes? 
10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 Kings of 70s 
Romance 11.30 Genesis: Together & Apart 

I. 00 Genesis: Three Sides Live 2.25 T0TP2: 
Genesis 3.10 The Sky at Night 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

II. 30 Deirdreand Me: A Tribute 12.00 Take 
Me Out 1.15 Take Me Out -The Gossip 2.00 
Scorpion 2.55 Film: Rumor Has It (2005) 4.55 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.50 Film: She’s 
the Man (2006) 9.00 The Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 10.30 
Film: Little Man (2006) 12.25 Film: I Now 
Pronounce You Chuck & Larry (2007) 

ITV3 

11.35 Agatha Christie’s Sparkling Cyanide 
1.40 Rosemary & Thyme 2.40 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 4.40 Inspector Morse 7.00 
Lewis 9.00 The Best of the Royal Variety 
10.00 Northern Lights 11.05 Wycliffe 12.10 
Film: The Breakfast Club (1985) 2.05 
Countrywise Kitchen 2.55 On the Buses 3.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

2.15 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 4.40 
Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 6.30 Africa Cup of 
Nations Live. The final (Kick-off 7.00pm). 

9.30 Storage Wars 10.00 Film: Driven to Kill 
(2009) 12.00 River Monsters: Untold Stories 

I. 00 Hell on Wheels 1.55 The Cycle Show 
2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 Melissa & Joey 

4.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00 Marry Me 5.30 
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 The Jump: On the 
Piste 7.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: 
Mission: Impossible (1996) 10.10 The 
Inbetweeners 11.15 The Big Bang Theory 
12.20 2 Broke Girls 12.45 Rules of 
Engagement 1.45 The New Normal 

Film4 

II. 00 A Man Alone (1955) 1.00 Ice Age: 

Dawn of the Dinosaurs (2009) 2.45 Addams 
Family Values (1993) 4.35 Three Men and a 
Baby (1987) 6.45 The Company Men (2010) 
9.00 Paul (2011) 11.05 Fitzcarraldo (1982) 
2.15 The Punk Singer (2013) 4.00 Close 


Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 

WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 


IDEAL FOR WEDDING & 
GRADUATION GIFTS 

ALENTINES GIFT IDEAS 


151 HIGH STREET, 
LACKHEATH B65 0EA 
(Next to the 
new library) 
TELEPHONE: 
0121 559 7156 




at Birmingham LG Arena 

Take That fans have shown a great deal of Patience, but 

Thatters'eyes will Shine when they hear that the band who 
could probably RuleThe World has just announced their first 
UK tour as a trio, after four years away. Jason and Robbie will 
be missing, but Gary, Mark and Howard will be there to sing 
you A Million Love Songs on your Greatest Day of the year! 

Could It Be Magic at an Arena near you? Just Pray for a terrific 
night out, and hope they're Back For Good. The wait is over. 

Happy Now? 

Evening excursions 

Monday 11 & Saturday 16 May 2015 

•Ticket with a face value of £55.70 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Please call the promotions team on 

01 524 37500 quote WOLI 

or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd, ABTA Y590X. Subject to availability. 































FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

16 Blocks, Channel 5,11pm 

A burned-out detective is given the task of escorting a 
criminal to court to testify against a group of corrupt 
policemen - but what seems to be a routine assignment 
quickly turns into a deadly game of cat and mouse as 
the crooked officers try to stop them reaching the 
courthouse alive. Thriller, starring Bruce Willis. (2006) 

The Disappearance of Alice Creed, BBC1,12.30am 

Two criminals kidnap the daughter of a wealthy family, 
with the intention of demanding a ransom. However, the 
hostage is not the helpless victim she appears, while 
she and both her captors have secrets that threaten to 
throw the plan into disorder. Thriller, with Gemma 
Arterton, Eddie Marsan and Martin Compston. (2009) 

TUESDAY 

Carry On Loving, ITV, 11.10pm 

A couple who run a dating agency find themselves 
inundated with customers, and end up arranging a 
selection of very unlikely matches - while also 
contending with their own marital difficulties. Comedy, 
starring Sid James. (1970) 



Tron: Legacy, Friday, BBC2,11.05pm 


WEDNESDAY 

Dawn of the Dead, BBC1,12.45am 

Four people take refuge in a shopping mall from a 
horde of flesh-eating zombies, clearing out the ghouls 
already in residence and battening down the hatches. 
However, their new home is not as secure as they had 
hoped, and the beleaguered survivors are soon 
plunged into increasingly grisly battles with their undead 
foes. George A Romero’s horror sequel, starring David 
Emge, Ken Foree and Gaylen Ross. (1978) 

FRIDAY 

Gosford Park, ITV, 10.40pm 

A weekend shooting party at a country estate is 
disrupted by a murder. As the numerous guests deal 
with their own personal agendas, their actions are 
quietly observed by their servants, notably an inquisitive 
maid, who drink in the scandalous gossip while 
maintaining their own strict social hierarchy. Robert 
Altman’s period drama, starring Maggie Smith. (2001) 

Tron: Legacy, BBC2,11.05pm 

A man searching for his father is sucked into a 
computer-generated world and must compete in 
gladiatorial combat. Sci-fi adventure, starring Jeff 
Bridges and Garrett Hedlund. (2010) 


The stars shine brightly 
on a glittering occasion 


A ward shows are sycophantic 
and ten a penny. So why-oh- 
why do we find ourselves 
continually drawn to the predictable 
run of well-rehearsed accolades, TV 
clips, a conveyor belt of celebrity 
guests droning and the winner is...” 
and half-hearted applause which gets 
weaker as the evening draws on? 

The answer is, quite simply, 
because they’re addictive. From the 
moment you dare to mutter, “Let’s just 
watch this bit...” you’re hooked, unable 
to tear yourself away from “just one 
more” clip or the next star guest in 
case you miss a vital snippet of 
gossip which will be the talk of the 
town by the morning. 

So, which films and their stars will 
be hitting the headlines on Monday? 
It’s highly likely that The Grand 
Budapest Hotel, Birdman and The 
Theory of Everything will dominate 
the ceremony - The Grand Budapest 
Hotel leads the way with 11 
nominations, while the other two trail 
not very far behind with 10 each. 

But the likes of The Imitation Game, 
Boyhood, Whiplash, Nightcrawler and 
homegrown favourites Mr Turner and 


Pride have the potential to cause a 
few upsets. 

It’s a big night for host Stephen Fry 
too - this will be the 10th time he’s 
presented the event, which takes 
place once again at London’s Royal 
Opera House in Covent Garden. 

“Hosting the Film Awards has 
always been a highlight of my year,” 
says Fry. ‘The opportunity to help the 
Academy promote filmmaking and 
encourage cinema-going means a lot 
to me. 

“I’ve met many heroes and had the 
honour of introducing many young 
talents that are now busy forging 
remarkable careers for themselves. 
Seeing the photos from each year 
back I can chart my bewildering 
changes in weight too... 

“Hard as it may be for some 
characteristically sceptical Britons to 
believe, the Baftas have real kudos, 
reputation and cachet all over the 
world of film-making,” he adds. “I, old 
as I am, never cease to be 
shamelessly glamorised by the sight 
of so many legendary names who 
come every year as nominees and 
presenters.” 


Everyone at the BBC will be smiling 
on the night too - its film division is 
assured of at least one gong, having 
been given the Outstanding 
Contribution to British Cinema award. 

“I cannot think of a more deserving 
institution for this award than BBC 
Films, unbelievably in its 25th year 
and with more than 250 
predominantly British films in its 
catalogue,” explains Nick Powell, 
chairman of Bafta’s film committee. 

“With a wide range of films from 
populist British box office hits like Billy 
Elliot and Mrs Brown’s Boys D’Movie 
and an enviable collection of ground¬ 
breaking films, I hope that this award 
will be not simply a recognition of 
past and present achievements but 
also an affirmation of why BBC Films 
is so important for the film industry 
both here in the UK and further afield. 
Here’s to the next 25 years.” 

Too right - with a great track record 
to date, we get the feeling this won’t 
be the last award BBC Films wins. In 
fact, expect its staff to get not just a 
pat on the back at this ceremony, but 
at many more similar events for 
decades to come. 



Stephen Fry hosts, The British Academy Film Awards, Sunday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Heston’s Recipe for Romance 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Every year, around 16 million couples in the UK 
celebrate Valentine’s Day with a romantic meal, but 
is there really a connection between food and 
love? In this one-off special, Heston Blumenthal 
pins forces with a team of scientists and 
psychologists to put together a menu they hope will 
affect how people feel about each other. Five 
couples at different stages of their relationships are 
invited to a dinner that includes chocolate in every 
course, plus a ‘Cupid’s cocktail’, featuring a scent 
designed to trigger a romantic memory. 

TUESDAY 

The Secret Life of Four-Year-Olds 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Documentary exploring the world of 10 four-year- 
olds as they meet in a nursery rigged with cameras 
that capture every glance, whisper, tussle and 
emotion. With their parents watching on monitors, 
the children encounter one another for the first time 
in October and then again in May. Overseeing the 
action are two experts - educational neuroscientist 
Paul Howard-Jones and developmental 
psychologist Sam Wass - as the youngsters make 
and break friendships, and find their place in this 
new social group. 


The Gift 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. Mel Giedroyc and Matt Baker meet 
people who would like to find someone after many 
years so they can say thank you or sorry. In 1987, 
soldier Patrick Provis was left fighting for his life 
after being hit by an IRA mortar. An Army 
helicopter crew flew in to rescue him - and Patrick 
cannot rest until he has thanked the person who 
took the decision to save him. Grace Bates has 
spent almost 60 years wanting to apologise to 
Herman, the first man she ever loved. They met 
as teenagers in the 1950s, but a terrible mistake 
by Grace left Herman heartbroken. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Great Comic Relief Bake Off 
BBC1,8pm 

Forget the fact that more than 13 
million people tuned into last 
year’s final - if you want proof 
that The Great British Bake Off 
is a genuine hit, just look at the 
calibre of stars turning out for 
this, the first of four celebrity 
charity edition. Sue Perkins (Mel 
is otherwise engaged) is on 
presenting duties as Joanna 
Lumley, Jennifer Saunders, 


Lulu, and Dame Edna Everage pick up their bowls 
and get whisking. But while we may be impressed 
to see these four entertainment legends together 
in one tent, Paul Hollywood and Mary Berry will be 
judging them purely on their baking ability, as they 
attempt to make a giant cookie or biscuit, 12 mini 
fruit tarts, and a tiered chocolate cake inspired by 
a memorable occasion. 

THURSDAY 
The Mentalist 
Channel 5,10pm 

New series. Return of the crime 
drama about a consultant working for 
the California Bureau of 
Investigation. Lisbon asks 
Jane not to tell their 
colleagues about their 
new relationship yet, as 
she only recently broke 
up with Agent Pike. 
They return to the CBI 
offices to find that 
Emily Swallow has 
left for Seattle and 
has been replaced by 
Quantico rookie 
Michelle Vega, 
while of more 



Barging Round Britain with John Sergeant, 
Friday, ITV, 8pm 


immediate concern is a case involving the murder 
of an FBI agent who had been investigating a gun 
runner. Simon Baker and Robin Tunney star. 

FRIDAY 

Barging Round Britain with John Sergeant 
ITV, 8pm 

It seems difficult to imagine in this day and age, 
what with roads and trains being so reliable, but 
once upon a time Britain relied upon its canal 
network to keep its industry ticking over. 

Nowadays, of course, the waterways tend to be 
more of a lifestyle choice for those who live on 
them, as opposed to a necessity, and the 
picturesque scenery plays host to a vibrant 
community of like-minded people. In this new eight- 
part series, broadcaster John travels the length 
and breadth of the nation’s canals as he meets 
some of the unique people who call them home. 

He begins at the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, which 
at 127 miles is the country’s longest, and enjoys 
the view as he crosses the Pennines. 

NCIS: New Orleans 
Channel 5,9pm 

New feature-length episode introducing the new 
NCIS spin-off. Gibbs heads to Louisiana to help an 
old friend track down a killer. Mark Harmon and 
Scott Bakula star. 


CHRONICLE 




IF YOU APPEARED IN THIS WEEK'S CHRONICLE 
WHY NOT ORDER THE PICTURE AS 
A PHOTO, CANVAS PRINT, 

MUG, GLASS COASTER OR M0USEMAT? 

GO TO PHOTOSFORSALE.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 

OR CALL (01902) 319444 
(MONDAY TO FRIDAY,9AM TO 5PM) 

Please note: Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. 
Photos available to view and order online the next working day after publication. 
Allow 28 days for delivery. 


Part of Express & Star Ltd MNA Media 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


“1 Bison* 
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Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in the 
loft* 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

. • : Now complete with 

\ “comfort” feet to protect 
| carpets and wooden floors. 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
: Long Safety Side Handles* and roof windows . 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or from a mobile 01743 761499 



GUARANTEED 3* & 4 * HOTELS 
ARE USED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT 


FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 

20th February 3 days Llandudno Four Oaks Hotel 3 stars, 2 excursions. £109 

9th March 5 days Paignton Queens Hotel, 3 stars or Torquay Headland Hotel 4 excursions ..£229 

13th April 5 days Bournemouth Cumberland Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions inc. £279 

16th March 5 days Eastbourne Imperial Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions inc. £189 

27th March 5 days Falmouth Membly Hall Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions and admission inc. £299 

3rd April 4 days Weston Super Mare York Hotel, 3 stars, excursions and admission inc ....£129 

10th April 3 days Sidmouth The Bedford Hotel, 3 stars, 2 excursions included. £179 

13th April 5 days Isle of Wight Trouville Hotel, 3 stars, 3 excursions included. £279 


ORDER YOUR NEW 2115 BROCHURE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


14 Pccl<inj;h<trn Street, H^lcywcn 
OptHwji Tim?v 9,u04ni*4,30poi HofidAy*SittiFdjiy 


www.bowensholidays.com 
Telephone: 0121 559 1237 
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BRAIN GYM no. 3 h 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


H 

2 

s 

3 

V 

G 

5 

Q 

6 

X 

7 

z 

8 

L 

9 

10 

Y 

11 

p 

12 

F 

13 

M 

14 

K 

15 

D 

16 

N 

17 

B 

18 

R 

19 

J 

20 

T 

21 

u 

22 

w 

23 

o 

24 

E 

25 

c 

26 

A 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

1 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

R 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Their manipulations 
won’t be right (4-7) 

9. See 15 Across 

10. A base for one who 
is forging (5) 

11. Little room of clas¬ 
sical associations 
(5) 

12. Nun gets disturbed 
by weapon (4-3) 

13. You’ll find me in 
the way, as the 
wanderer did (6) 

15 & 9Ac. Tools used 
by toboggan manu¬ 
facturers? (6-7) 

18. This presents any 
escape from a bot¬ 
tle-neck (7) 

20. It’s a piece of 
simple attire (5) 

22. Trees that may be 
scattered to the 
winds? (5) 

23. Substitute on his 
feet endlessly (5-2) 

24. Liberated retainers 
who own land (11) 


Down 

2. The ant is back in 
the stem, methinks 
(5) 

3. Mulled claret with 
the last of the wine 
is sweet stuff (7) 

4. Provide aid for a 
vessel before it’s 
wrecked (6) 

5. Bird, the famous 
sailor (5) 

6. Stormed around 
Virginia and did 
some pillaging (7) 

7. It’s occupied by the 
stall-holder (7,4) 

8. Secret tribe to 
appoint to a certain 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


14. 

state (11) 

An Old Testament 

1. Abbreviation (11) 

2. 


female - a different 

9. Edible (7) 

3. 


one (7) 

10. At no time (5) 

4. 

16. 

Friend returns to 
touch down in the 

11. Eat away (5) 

5. 


far north (7) 

12. Sure (7) 

6. 

17. 

Put the others in the 

13. Save (6) 

7. 


Post Office quickly 
(6) 

Some cheap stones 

15. Cling (6) 

8. 

19. 

18. Representative (7) 

14. 


here if you want to 

20. Of towns (5) 

16. 


make some dough 
(5) 

22. Smell (5) 

17. 

21. 

Tree of greater age 

23. Beginning (7) 

19. 


(5) 

24. Unrelenting (11) 

21. 


4 



7 


3 

2 






9 
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3 

1 

5 
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3 

8 


5 



9 

1 
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8 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Toy-shops; 5 Idol; 9 Flea; 
10 In camera; 11 Seals; 12 Oversee; 13 Slow 
punctures; 18 Artistry; 19 Rued; 20 Pimpled; 21 
Agate; 22 Ring; 23 Bedstraw. Down: 2 Oil-well; 
3 Swallow; 4 Pontoon-bridge; 6 Dresser; 7 
Leaders; 8 Talent; 13 Scamper; 14 Ottoman; 15 
Pestle; 16 Upright; 17 Electra. QUICK - Across: 
1 Jettison; 5 Stem; 9 Wand; 10 Addition; 11 Tu¬ 
tor; 12 Include; 13 Senselessness; 18 Antidote; 
19 Seek; 20 Liberal; 21 Train; 22 Whet; 23 
Assemble. Down: 2 Erasure; 3 Tedious; 4 Old 
wives’ tales; 6 Tribute; 7 Manners; 8 Discus; 13 
Shallow; 14 Notable; 15 Endure; 16 Nostrum; 

17 Special. 


Quiz 


1. Which film star was born Margarita 
Carmen Cansino? 

6. 

Pennsylvania was originally established 
as a refuge for which religious sect? 

2. Of which autonomous Spanish region is 
Pamplona capital? 

7. 

Which Gospel author is patron saint of 
artists? 

3. Of what nationality was Errol Flynn? 

4. At which racecourse is the Prix de I’Arc 

8. 

Which pipe-making material is also 
called sepiolite? 

de Triomphe run? 

9. 

In which US state is Fort Knox? 

5. Who, in the Old Testament, fashioned 
the Golden Calf? 

10. 

How are artists Proesch and Passmore 

better known? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 The old London Bridge; 2 Glasgow; 
3 A bird; 4 Halley’s Comet; 5 Bob Fosse; 6 
Iceland; 7 Brian Redhead; 8 All Saints’ Day; 
9 Sugar Ray Leonard; 10 Robert Kennedy. 
Niner: SPREADING 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

752435 gives a flower, 

1368 gives a tree, 

9887 gives a plant. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Express & Star 


be>i<Jrt an Act 

©©^PEWD©^ 


The Express & Star is 

challenging local primary 

schools to design adverts in our ^ V Lm 

‘Design an Ad’ Competition. ^ 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to ■ * % 

register today, using the coupon below or by email, to * ^ 

be included in this exciting competition. 1 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express 0 

& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking * W 

original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement, % 

published in-paper on Thursday 2nd April 2015. ^ 

Winning pupils will be invited to a special 
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year. 

Interested? 

Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to: 

Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
or alternatively register via email atj.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Closing date for registering is Monday 16th February 

Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134 


■ Register here today! 

I I would like to register.(school’s name) 

| FOR THE DESIGN AN AD COMPETITION 

I Name.Position at School. 

I Address of School. 

I.Postcode.Telephone. 

Signature. 


PLEASE ] 
PRINT IN 
BLACK INK 



5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £164 

Thursday 19™ March 4 

1 Loch Long Hotel Loch Long National Park 1 

1 STB*-** 1 

SPRING CEILIDH ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

BREAK 

•4 Nights Half Board 

This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Loch Long Hotel 
includes a “Ceilidh Night” 

• Nightly 
entertainment 

• Excursions 

(Kay-lee), when you will enjoy v 
typical Scottish entertainment J 

PICKUP FROM: 

with foot tapping music 
provided by accordionists, 
pipers and highland dancers. 
There will also be an excursion 
everyday including a cruise 
on Loch Lomond, Inveraray, 
Glencoe, Rannoch Moor, Fort 
William & Edinburgh. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 

LOCHS 

W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



I Friendly advise 
from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 


0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 



"BtGWODD rgmcs 

COMMERCIAL AGENCY 





Mace Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands 


Former Fire Station with potential for alternative uses or 
redevelopment subject to obtaining any necessary planning 
permission. 

Gross Site Area 0.23 Acres (0.09 Hectares) or thereabouts. 


W: cpbigwood.com 



MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



























































































































































_ PROPERTY 

Three-bed detached has 
a reduced asking price 



THIS three-bedroomed de¬ 
tached in Charlemont Road, 
West Bromwich is for sale 
through Bartrams at a re¬ 
duced £195,950. 

With central heating and double 
glazing it has an entrance hall, WC, 
an open plan lounge and an open stair¬ 
case off to the first floor, a conserva¬ 
tory, a kitchen, a dining room, garage, 
utility room with sink and base units, 
three bedrooms (all with fitted ward¬ 
robes), a bathroom, off road parking 
for around three cars at the front and 
a rear garden with a shed. 

Call on 0121 6019370 or visit www. 
bartrams.com 



r~ 



Lower Gornal house is 
on offer with no chain 



AN ATTRACTIVE three-bed- 
roomed detached house 
in Fieldstone View, Lower 
Gornal, is for sale through 
Wakeman Estate Agents at 
£199,500 with no chain. 

With gas central heating and 
double glazing, this property has 
a through lounge, a dining-kitch¬ 
en with light wood units and con¬ 
trasting working surfaces, oven, 
gas hob and cooker hood. 

There home also benefits from a con¬ 
servatory, three bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. 

There is a also a single garage and 
a rear garden. 

Contact 01902 885894 or visit the 
www.wakeman-online.com website 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Newton Court£725 pcm+Fees 

A recently converted 3 bedroom ground floor apartment 
finished to an extremely high standard and centrally located 
with commuter links to Halesowen and Birmingham. Featuring 
2 double bedrooms, both with fitted wardrobes, 2 bathrooms, 1 
single bedroom, 2 extra rooms downstairs, secondary glazing 
throuahou^llocate^artdn^/iewing^commende^PCX 


AMBLECOTE, High Street £725 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a new build home on a select development. 
Featuring homes of 3 generous size bedrooms (master with en-suite) 
finished to an exceptional standard. Featuring spacious lounge/dining 
areas, well appointed kitchens, downstairs WC, 3 bedrooms with family 
bathrooms & master bedroom with en-suite, 2 allocated parking spaces, 
front & reai^aj^en^jTes^iome^vi[UTO^^vajlabl^oMorj^^PC^reC 


HALESOWEN, Melbourne Road£695 pcm+Fees 

Within walking distance to Halesowen, is this 3 story town 
house. Well worth an inspection inside and set within a quiet 
cul-de-sac, comprising of: 3 bedrooms, large fitted dining 
kitchen, very large lounge, downstairs wc, house bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, off road parking for 
2 cars ancUjarage^los^cHoca^chool^nc^ollec|^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£695 pcm+Fees 
Fully refurbished to a very high standard 3 bedroom detached 
house close to Halesowen Town Centre. This lovely property 
has a reception room, brand new fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 
dining room with patio doors leading to a private rear garden, 
upstairs are 2 double bedrooms & 1 single, brand new fitted 


family bathroon^vitl^howei^nvewa^oi^^ar^PC^^C 


HALESOWEN, Sanderson Place£625 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. A superb ground floor 
apartment offering spacious accommodation including open 
plan lounge/kitchen and diner, 2 double bedrooms, master 
with en-suite, further well appointed bathroom with shower, 
gas central heating, double glazing and allocated parking. 
EPC: B 


HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£625 pcm+Fees 
A great size house close to Halesowen and buses to 
Halesowen and Cradley Heath just outside. This home 
features 2 reception rooms, dining kitchen, downstairs w.c, 
3 good size bedrooms, bathroom with separate shower. 
Benefits also include gas central heating, front and rear 


flardensjarag^rivewa^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Tanhouse Lane£595 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 3 bed detached house with good transport 
links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. This property features 
large lounge, kitchen/diner, utility room, bathroom with 
shower, garage and driveway parking. Viewings highly 
recommendec^PC^^ 


LYE, The Pumphouse £595 pcm+Fees 

Contemporary fully furnished luxury living. Generous size lounge with 
state of the art SKY plus HD/TV/DAB chrome sockets, 1 double bedroom 
with fitted wardrobes, wall mounted LCD/DVD, stunning fitted kitchen 
with integrated appliances, beautiful bathroom with shower, electric 
central heating, allocated parking space with visitor spaces, secure 


i^^stem^rtevvinc^iiQhl^gcommende^^PC^^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Meadow Walk£550 pcm+Fees 
Modern semi detached house within a popular residential area 
featuring gas central heating, spacious living room, modern 
fitted kitchen, downstairs house bathroom, 3 good sized 
bedrooms, large rear garden, driveway parking for 2 cars. 




STOURBRIDGE, Churchill Drive£525 pcm+Fees 
Lovely spacious 3 bedroom semi-detached home is available 
in this quiet cul-de-sac. Features include large living room, 
dining room and modern fitted kitchen with integrated 
appliances, downstairs bathroom and further shower room 
upstairs with 2 double and 1 single bedroom. Driveway 


KIDDERMINSTER, Keats Place£495 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom ground floor flat, having 
accommodation including; hall, lounge, refitted kitchen 
with appliances, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, gas central 
heating,double glazing and cul de sac location. Virgin 


Broadban^onnectioiy^vailabl^PC^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£475 pcm+Fees 

Situated in a quiet location, within walking distance to Old 
town and local train station this unfurnished ground floor 
flat comprising electric storage heating, large living room, 
fitted kitchen, 1 double and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with 
shMei^ommuna^artens^llocate^artdn^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Highfield Road£475 pcm+Fees 

Deceptively large semi-detached house, close to local shops 
and buses to Halesowen, Stourbridge and Cradley Heath 
featuring 2 good sized lounges, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, nice size rear 
qarden^juga^arking^vailabl^iov^PC^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Howley Grange Road£410 pcm+Fees 
Part furnished ground floor flat available in this popular 
location, gas central heating, living room/fitted kitchen 
with archway through to a double bedroom, shower room, 
allocated parking. Gas (in winter months) and water rates 
included in the rental. EPC: C _ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Victoria Gardens£395 pcm+Fees 
A modern top floor apartment, in the centre of Old Hill with 
local bus stop outside and Old Hill train station close by. This 
apartment comprises of 1 double bedroom, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, fitted kitchen, bathroom with shower, 
aNocate^arkingjjnfumishe^PC^^^^^^^^^^^ 



LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 


HALESOWEN, Broadway Avenue£700 pcm+Fees 
Centrally located and a full refurbishment. An immaculately 
presented semi-detached house, within minutes of Halesowen 
Town Centre and features 2 large doubles and a large single 
bedroom, brand new kitchen, lounge/diner,separate shower 
cubical in the bathroom and separate toilet. Not to be missed! 
EPC: D 



^HET j ON- „ 
EmSTVlEWNfr 



HALESOWEN, Hunnington Crescent£650 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished semi detached house in this very popular 
central location of Halesowen, featuring gas central heating, 
living/dining room, fitted kitchen, 3 good sized bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, front & rear gardens, garage & 
d rivewav jartdn^vailabl^Varoi^PC^^^^^^^^ M 



HALESOWEN, Elmtree Grove£550 pcm+Fees 

A 3 bedroom semi-detached dormer bungalow in a quiet 
residential area and close to Colley Lane Primary School, 
number 9 bus route and Halesowen. Featuring 3 double 
bedrooms (one downstairs), living room, fitted kitchen, gas 
central heating, double glazed, new carpets throughout, small 
£rivate gartenjara2^n^rivewa^PC^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Wicklow Close£525 pcm+Fees 

A well presented modern 2 bedroom ground floor apartment 
on the very popular Squirrels estate, Halesowen. The property 
a reception hall, lounge, modern kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower. Private large garden & 
garage is located in a separate block. A lovely property which 
is available now! EPC: TBC 


TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £450 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern 1st floor apartment, which is ideally located 
for dudley and wednesbury. This great apartment features 2 
bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with 
shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 allocated 
parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 
recommended. EPC: C 
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Parking hitch a thing of past 


By Graham Breeze 

Caravan and trailer owners 
should be on red alert at the 
arrival this month of the new 
Passat as Volkswagen looks 
to push the eighth-generation 
model upmarket. 

It’s neither magic or witchcraft but 
VW has solved all your agonising re¬ 
versing problems at one swoop. In 
simple terms the new Passat reverses 
for you - you just need the confidence 
to sit behind the wheel and watch. 

Lots of manufacturers have introduced 
park assist systems which allow you to 
let the car reverse into one of those tight 
spaces but this is the first time I have come 
across a Trailer Assist reversing system - 
without the need for any modification or 
adaptation of the trailer. 



The good news is that is you choose a 
model with parking assist the trailer system 
only cost an extra £465, which could turn 
out to be the best cash you ever spend if 
like me you find reversing a bit of a prob¬ 
lem. 

Everything is new about the eighth 
generation Passat, which since launch in 
1973 has racked up over 22 million sales 
worldwide with VW seeing the model as 
the bridge between the upper medium and 
premium class. 

Only diesel engines are available in the 
UK, ranging in power from a 1.6-litre 120 
PS, through two 2.0-litre units with 150 or 
190 PS, to a range-topping 2.0-litre bi-turbo 
with 240 PS, DSG gearbox and 4MOTION 
four-wheel drive. A plug-in hybrid GTE ver¬ 
sion with a 1.4-litre TSI petrol engine and 
electric motor will follow in October and a 
frugal BlueMotion with a 1.6-litre engine re¬ 
turning 78 mpg and just 95 g/km of C02 
will join the range in June 2015, while an 
Alltrack version of the estate is due in July. 

At launch, five trim levels are offered: 
S, SE, SE Business, GT and R-Line. All 
offer a high level of standard features with 
highlights including post-collision braking 
system and mis-fuelling prevention on all; 
front assist, adaptive cruise control, pre¬ 
crash system, driver profile selection, ergo 
comfort seats and front and rear parking 
sensors on SE and above; and discover 
navigation on the SE Business which is 
aimed at fleet drivers. 

Heated Alcantara seats, three-zone cli¬ 
mate control and 18-inch wheels are stand¬ 
ard on GT, while the range-topping R-Line 
adds a host of bespoke design features. 

It’s shorter than the old model, but fea¬ 
tures a longer wheelbase, which means it 
has more head and leg room. 



“It’s shorter than the 
old model, but 
features a longer 
wheelbase, which 
means it has more 
head and leg room.” 


There are four TDI diesels, with the 
range starting with a 1.6 TDI with 120PS. 
Volkswagen claims that the 150PS 2.0 TDI 
with 340Nm of torque will be the most pop¬ 
ular. 

On test was a190PS 2.0-litre diesel es¬ 
tate, with 400Nm of torque, a top speed 
of 144mph, 0-62mph in 7.9seconds and 
combined fuel figures of 61.4mpg. C02 
levels are impressive at just 120g/km.The 
front-wheel drive model came with six 
speed DSG gearbox. 

New optional features include in-car 
connection to the internet via a smart¬ 
phone and wi-fi hotspot allowing you to ac¬ 
cess traffic data, news and weather via the 
colour touchscreen information system. 


There’s predictive pedestrian protection 
through a radar scanning system, traffic 
jam assist, emergency stopping assist and 
later this year a new system will arrive re¬ 
placing the traditional instrument cluster 
with an interactive 12.3inch display system 
and a heads-up screen display. 

On the road the new Passat is quiet and 
refined with very little engine or road noise 
and handling is not a problem. 

There is no doubt that new Passat is an 
impressive arrival and the reversing sys¬ 
tem an absolute joy but it all comes at a 
price with the bottom range model likely to 
cost you over £22,000. The test car had a 
starting price of £30,900 but with a host of 
extras that shot up to over £36,000. 



/Bumper scuffs 


/Kerbed alloys 


Motoring 


INSIDE: SPOTLIGHT ON WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE 
SHOWROOMS FOR NEW REGISTRATION 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


New 

Registration Special 
13th February 


GREAT DEALS 


/Paintwork scratches /Dented panels 


20 pages jam packed with new car reviews and previews, plus used cars for sale, 
private car sales, classified, local and national motoring news, 
dealership profiles and much more 

Everything all in one place to find your next new or used car locallyexpressandstar. 
com/drivetime for everything you can read in print and online 


Express Repairs for yy 
Minor Accident Damage 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 14 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


Chips Away. 


LYE VALLEY 
IND. ESTATE 


LYE 
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Smart, well 
put together, 
stylish and 
sensible but 
little pricey 

By Matt Joy 


The changes might be minuscule, but the S6 
remains an absolute tour de force for those 
who can’t live without a big V8 in their lives. 

Audi has pressed the refresh button on the full A6 
range, so the muscle-bound S6 saloon and Avant es¬ 
tate get the same (tiny) makeover. The grille now has 
twin bars running across it instead of single, thicker 
ones, and the headlights, bumper and air inlets have 
been slightly reshaped. 

Don some X-ray specs and you’ll see adaptive air sus¬ 
pension set to 20mm lower than the standard A6, while the 
brake calipers are now matt black, the rear diffuser has an 
aluminium-look blade and the full-LED headlights are ev- 
er-so-slightly slimmer. 

The wider changes to the base car have made it a bet¬ 
ter-looking platform for the S and, in 2015, the RS develop¬ 
ment teams to deal with. 

Side skirts that jut out more prominently, 19-inch twin- 
spoke alloy wheels and those flashy headlights give it great 
window shopping appeal. 

But the S6’s civility is stuffed deep down inside its bag of 
tricks and there’s no getting rid of it. At first glance this could 
just be an S-line spec A6, and its relative understatement is 
one of the qualities that help it sell so well. 

In finest fast Audi tradition you can choose an estate mod¬ 
el as well as the saloon. The wagon is a bit heavier, not that 
you’ll notice unless you take it on a track day, but it’s prettier 
and as roomy as an empty shed. 

Quality 

The question marks have to come further forward, in the 
passenger zone. With such shapely seats and high-quality 
leathers cocooning you like a Persian prince, the S6 is better 
for luxuriating than it is for folding the seats down and throw¬ 
ing a load of planks into. 

It’s just too well-appointed for that. 

Turbocharging a V8 gets you lots of things; power and 
speed being two. The S6 is as rapid as the people who take 
used plates away at all-you-can-eat buffets, and it doesn’t 
feel particularly like a turbocharged engine. It pulls harder 
and harder with a barrel-chested bellow as the revs rise, a 
lot like the engines of S-car generations past. 

Grip and traction are beyond what you’d ever be able to 
exploit on the road. The way it drags itself so violently but so 
steadily out of tight corners is uncanny. G-force has never 
been so unthreatening. 

Most roads simply aren’t big enough for the S6 to stretch 
its legs, but at normal speeds it’s as stable as Ayers Rock. 
Sure, it’s firm over bumps on its huge (optional) 21-inch 
wheels, but if history has taught us anything it’s that Audi 
buyers don’t tend to mind sacrificing ride quality for aes¬ 
thetics. 

At £56,000, the saloon is not a cheap car. And at that price 
Audi kindly leaves a lot of the technology and luxury that 
you’re likely to want on the options list, so quickly totting up 
beyond £60,000 is a given. 

It’s big, hugely capable and prestigious, but smaller pre¬ 
mium-brand cars that will do the job just as well could offer 
a much better value alternative. 

The S6 is a gentleman’s express; a large, powerful and 
long-legged car with the ability to cross continents at speed 
without breaking a sweat. 

It’s not particularly affordable or cheap to run, but it is 
very lovely. 

If money is no problem and the new looks light your fire 
more than ever, this is a solid choice that won’t leave you 
disappointed. 

This car summed up in a word: Suave. 

If this car were a ...: suit, it would be from Marks & Spen¬ 
cer. It’s smart, well put together and stylish, but eminently 
sensible. 


TESTED 

Audi S6 Saloon, from £56,000 

Engine: 4.0-litre turbocharged petrol V8 
producing 444bhp and 406lb/ft of torque 

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic driving all 
four wheels 

Performance: Top speed 155mph, 0-62mph in 
4.4 seconds 

Economy: 30.7mpg combined 
Emissions: 216g/km of C02 




SCOOP PURCHASE 



Civic 1.6 Diesel ES Plus 

14/14 Reg, £0 road tax, up to 78 mpg, rear 
parking camera, climate control, Bluetooth®. 
From 8,000 miles with FREE DAB Radio 
Upgrade (upgrade worth £600 when new). 


only £ 14,699 



COST NEW £23,060 SAVE OVER £8, 


m 40 ONLY 


Jazz 1.4 ES Plus 

14/14 Reg. From 8,000 miles, 16" alloy 
wheels, cruise control, climate control, 
tinted windows, magic seats. 




only £ 9,699 

COST NEW £15,345 SAVE OVER £5, 


>] 

Z 

o 

O 

IS 


All cars come with balance of manufactory guarantee • 3 years FREE SERVICING when taken with low rate Honda PCP 


When they We gone...they’ve gone! 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


www.brindley.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock 
Walsall Road 
Cannock 
WSI I 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley Halesowen 
124 Dudley Road Halesowen 
B63 3NS 

0121 696 4746 


Brindley West Bromwich 
Millennium Park 
Swan Lane 
West Bromwich 
B70 0NR 
0121 629 0990 


Brindley Wolverhampton 
West Street 

Off Stafford Road (A449) 
Wolverhampton 
WVI0 6HT 

01902 690601 
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B^ - Hiqh performance continues 


his year Vauxhall is cele- 
•tting the 25th anniversary 
)f one of its most famous and 
dramatic models, the Lotus 
Carlton, which started a long 
radition of Griffin-badged 
performance saloons that 
.till survives today. 

The Lotus Carlton was the fast- 
ist four-door saloon in the world 
vhen it was launched in 1989, 
15 years after Vauxhall produced 
Britain’s first 10Omph road car. 
With 377bhp from its twin-turbo- 
harged engine, the Carlton (pictured 
ibove) could achieve the 0-62 sprint in 
.9 seconds and would go on to a top 
peed of 176mph. 

Its chassis was developed by Lotus, 
(suiting in a car with the handling ca¬ 


pabilities and top speed to keep up 
with the finest supercars of the day. 

A total of 440 Lotus Carltons were 
produced from 1989 to 1994 as a joint 
project between Vauxhall and Lotus, 
with each car costing £48,000. 

Commenting on the iconic car, 
Stuart Harris, current head of carline 
brand at Vauxhall, said: “Everyone at 
the time said it was completely inap¬ 
propriate for a manufacturer like Vaux¬ 
hall to launch a 176mph car. 

“It was better than the competition 
in every conceivable way and will go 
down as one of the most iconic Vaux- 
halls of all time. It was landmark prod¬ 
uct for Vauxhall, which to this day is 
still much loved. 

“It introduced the brand to people 
who would not have considered driv¬ 
ing a Vauxhall before. The car put a 
question mark in people’s heads and 


got them talking - just like the cars in 
today’s VXR range do.” 

After the Lotus Carlton there were 
talks of a successor, but the project 
did not go ahead, meaning the 3.0-litre 
quad-cam engined Omega produced 
from 1993 to 1997 became the final 
large performance saloon for Vauxhall 
through the rest of the 1990s. 

By the early 2000s, though, large 
performance cars were firmly back on 
Vauxhall’s agenda thanks to the all- 
new VXR range. 

In 2007, it spawned the 420PS VXR8 
saloon, based on sister-company 
Holden’s Clubsport R8. 

Vauxhall’s latest incarnation, the 
VXR8 GTS, produces 576bhp in its 
current form - more power than its 
main rivals the BMW M5 and Mercedes 
E63 AMG, yet costing a substantial 
£20,000 less. 


Compact and affordable Alto 


Commercial feature 


Small cars have never made 
more sense than they do 
now and all the signs point 
to models from the dimin¬ 
utive end of the motoring 
spectrum becoming ever 
more relevant in the future. 

The Alto is the latest in a long line of 
small car efforts from Suzuki and it’s 
been usefully improved in this guise - 
as it needed to be if this brand is to 
make hay as the demand for compact, 
affordable cars increases. 

There are more fashionable choic¬ 
es in the citycar sector of course, but 
most of them are significantly pricier. 


Add in low running costs and cheeky 
up-and-at-’em handling and this Alto 
remains well worth considering for 
budget buyers. 

The Alto’s 1.0-litre petrol engine 
looks ideal for a compact urban vehi¬ 
cle - and it’s a bit more sophisticated 
these days thanks to the addition of 
Dual VVT variable value timing. 

The 3-cylinder unit musters 67bhp 
and 90Nm maximum torque at 
4,800rpm. That doesn’t sound thrill¬ 
ing but in a car that tips the scales 
at 855kg, it’s enough to cover the 
0-60mph sprint in 14 seconds. Stick at 
it and a top speed of 96mph is also 
attainable. 

Worth mentioning too that an op¬ 
tional four-speed fully automatic trans¬ 
mission is available, a relatively unu¬ 
sual proposition in this segment. The 


Alto is 3500mm long with a 2,360mm 
wheelbase and that helps it achieve a 
super-tight turning radius of 4.5m that 
should be ideal for manoeuvring into 
tight parking spaces or executing the 
odd cheeky U-turn. 

The bottom line is usually promoted 
to headline status when we’re talking 
about citycars and the Alto’s costs 
look low enough to warrant just such 
a big splash. 

The 1.0-litre petrol engine can re¬ 
turn an impressive 65.7mpg on the 
combined cycle along with emissions 
that now dip under the important 
lOOg/km barrier at 99g/km. It’s green¬ 
er than Robin Hood on a rollercoaster 
but if you specify the four-speed au¬ 
tomatic gearbox, environmental per¬ 
formance will tail off. The auto model 
gets 53mpg and 118g/km emissions. 




ALTO FROM 



£5,999 

VAT FREE* 

This practical city car has low C0 2 emissions of 99g/km f , great combined 
fuel efficiency of up to 65.7mpg f , no road tax f and low insurance. And 
now available VAT free*, it’s one of the lowest priced hatchbacks around, 
so you really won’t be able to resist it. 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen West Midlands B63 3NH 0121503 0001 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Alto range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 54.3-54.3 (5.2-5.2), Extra Urban 
74.3-74.3 (3.8-3.8), Combined 65.7-65.7 (4.3-4.3), C0 2 emissions 99-99 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. *Model shown Alto SZ available from 
£5,999 (Metallic paint available at £399). *VAT free offer on Alto SZ: Alto 1.0 SZ available from £5,999, including customer saving of £1,200 equivalent to VAT amount of 
previous on the road price of £7,199 (SZ).tManual transmission only. VAT equivalent reduction is not available on vehicle options or accessories. For full details contact 
your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st January 2015 to 31st March 2015 from participating 
Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. tManual 
transmission only. 



Halesowen Autos • 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


LjU 

1 09/09 Mini 1.6 Cooper 

66k, Silver with Black Roof,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

{£6495 / £32 Per Week 

i 

— 

08/08 Nissan Micra 1.216v (79bhp) Acenta+ 

3dr, 48k, Grey Metallic,*L0W INSURANCE* Air Con 

£3995 / £18 Per Week 


1 10/10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec AUTOMATIC 

3dr, 35k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 

i 

£2 

06/06 Renault Grand Espace 2.2DCI Diesel 
DynamiqueAuto 7Seater,8Ik,PANORAMIC ROOF, 

Half Leather,Alloys, CD 

1 £3995 / £23 Per Week 


1 09/58 Alfa Romeo MiTo I.6JTDM Lusso 

Diesel, 54k, Red, Leather,Alloys.Air Con, CD 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 

i 


05/05 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDCi 115 6sp LX Diesel 
46k, Beige Metallic,Air Con, CD player 

£3295 / £18 Per Week 

Lr 

1 07/57 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Diesel VTR+ 

7 seater, 71 k, Beige, Panoramic Roof,Alloys, CD 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 



07/57 KiaPicanto l.l LS 

53k, Silver, *L0W INSURANCE* *0NE OWNER* CD Player 

£2995 / £17 Per Week 

bi 

04/54AudiA4Sport l.9TDi 130 

Diesel Automatic, 72k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con 

£4995 / £29 Per Week 



05/05VauxhallVectra 1.9 CDTI Diesel Club 

5dr, 90k, Grey Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£2495 / £14 Per Week 

Ha 

09/09 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXI 

5dr,46k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£4695 / £23 Per Week 


u 

I 04/54Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 Energy 

5dr, 74k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£1995 / £14 Per Week 

p 

07/07 Ford Fusion I.6TDG Plus 

Diesel,48k,Silver,*0NLY £30 ROADTAX* 

^AVERAGE 62 MPG* Alloys 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 



02/52 Rover 75 2.5V6 Connoisseur 

52k, Burgundy, 2 Owners, Leather, Alloys, Electric Pack 

£1995 / £19 Per Week 

* 

08/58 Fiat Panda 1.4 lOOhp 

1 39k,*LOW INSURANCE* Black, Alloys, Air Con, CD 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 

i 


03/03 MG ZS+ 1.8 Stepspeed AUTOMATIC 

65k, Green, Alloys, Half Leather, Park Sensors 

£1695 / £15 Per Week 

ia 

08/08 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E 

*0NLY 28k MILES* *L0W INSURANCE* Silver, CD 

£4195 / £20 Per Week 



1 04/04 Rover 251.6 Stepspeed iL AUTOMATIC 

52k, Silver, CD, Sunroof 

£1495 / £13 Per Week 


Finance example: 07/57 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Diesel VTR, Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 12% 
APR, 60 Payments of £102.71 (£23.70 per week) Total amount payable £6462.26(Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


I 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 










































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


*T MARTS 


UP 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 


r 


Family 


THREE LADIES COATS, one red tie 

belt, one dark green, one short grey 
leather coat, all size 12, £10 each. 
07773 485881. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

ROMA LIGHTWEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIR 

Quick release wheels, with 
puncture proof tyres, anti 
tippers, shopping baa and 
cushion, hardly used. 

£85. 

Telephone 01299 402904. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



FREE 

VALENTINE’S MESSAGE 

Book your free linage message 
online at www. 

expressandstar.com/bookanad 
using discount code VAL100 
or simply fill in the coupon in 


You can still place a boxed 
illustrated message for £10.00 
by calling 
01902 317878. 


Leisure 

Time 


BIKE FOR SALE 

Men’s specialized Rockhopper 
mountain bike, Hope hydraulic 
brakes, 26 inch wheels, colour 
blue. 

£250 ono. 

07903 383244. 



TANDEM CANNONDALE 

Excellent condition. 
Aluminium frame. 
Shimano 24 gears. 
Hydraulic brakes 

£600. 

Contact Pete 01902 757331. 




iiHiiE 


ABBEY SPECTRUM 215, 2 berth, 
2008, one owner, fsh, CRIS reg, 
awning and accessories. £7,500 
ono. 01902 681501. 

LUNAR LX2000 460-2 2 berth 
caravan, end bathroom, CD, 
mover, awning, extras, £2,950. 

Telephone 07831 788954. 


ALBRIGHTON ANGLERS 
LTD 



one of'the Midlands'leading 
Angling Clubs. 

We have on offer superb fishing 
on all of our 11 locations includ¬ 
ing 8 pools, 2 stretches of the 
River Severn and a section of 
canal. All waters are within the 
areas of Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire and Shropshire. 
For more details call Roger 
07746 227578 or Keith 07729 
348819, between 6.30-8.00pm 
www.albrightonanglers.com 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


Home & 
Services 


GRANDFATHER CLOCK 7ft 4” tall, 
lainted pictures on face of 
Seasons. £600. 01562 823596. 



LEATHER SUITE 3 seater sofa, 2 
chairs, good condition, tan, immac¬ 
ulate £300. o.n.o. 01902 884900. 


TWO NEW UNUSED STAR 
PLAN LARGE FOUR 
DRAWER CHESTS OF 
DRAWERS 


White carccas, grey drawer 
fronts, (Gloss finish) 2 matching 
3 drawer bedside cabinets. 
Cost £600 in sale. 


Will sell for £250. 
07969 175778. 


mpr Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


MUSHROOM COMPOST, Bags: 5 
£17.50, 10 £30, 20 £50, 50 £150. 
Delivered. 01386 442882. 

eveshammarketgardener.co.uk 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

BOX OF CRAFT GOODIES includ¬ 
ing Grand Calibur and Dies £160 
ono. 01902 498366, 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL BRASS / COPPER orna- 

ments/brassware, all descriptions, 
miners lamps, old medals, dinky, 
corgi toys. 01902 745598. 


OLD RECORDS WANTED 

Cash ready for your old 7ins 
vinyl records. £50 per 1000. 
Must be in sleeves. 

Call or email me at: 
glockjeffrey@gmail.com 
07891122841 


VINTAGE TOYS 

A best cash price paid. 

All conditions 

Dinky,Corgi,Tri-ang Spot-on 

Britains,Airfix 

Mamod Steam Engines 

Live steam Wilesco/Bowmans 

Scalextric 

Enamel Advertising Signs 
Railway collections 
Pre 1970 Annuals 
Beano, Dandy, Rupert etc 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 


MdSmEESI 


CANON 700D Touch Screen, DSLR 
Camera, as new with Sigma 70-300 
lens, spare battery, £380. 07855 
103494. 





service 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


valentine’s day 









alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


j 


AB-Blindt 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CUSS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


^ fencing 

mm 

H 

gag 

Jfjjff 

Si§L 



painters / ^ 

V decorators 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 




T ■ 

MASTERCHEF PROMOTIONS 
AWARDS FINALIST 2015 


J'iue <Sr lice 


QJp 


BANGLADESHI 
DOORI CUISINE 


FINE DINING 



VALENTINE'S DAY 


Come and enjoy an enchanting evening at 
Five Spice on Valentine’s Day with a 

Champagne and Canape Reception 

followed by a 

4 Course Meal 

Sunday Buffet: £10.95 - Children £3.95 1pm - 8pm 


Live entertainment of classical violin on the night, 
with table to table serenading by Amy Fields 

Saturday 14th February 2015 
1st Sitting 6.30pm - 7.3pm 
2nd Sitting 9.30pm onwards 

£40 per person 

Book now To Avoid Disappointment 


Hollies Hill, Stourbridbe Road, Belbroughton DY9 9TX Tel: 01562 730 499 


V. 


roofing 


] 


y\ s 


PGS Roofing 

All roofing wont cove*red 


Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 

Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


v_ 


gas fitting 


r 


GAS 




SERVICES 


• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 


Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 


FOUR WHEELED dray and harness, 
takes 1-2 horses, the lot £475. 
07761 379384. 

ROUND BALE HAY , £25 per bale, 
can deliver. 

01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BLACK LABRADOR working pups, 
15 trial champion bloodlines, 
parents can be seen, KC reg, fully 
vacc, £500 each. 07939 861003 or 
01283 512576. Rugeley, Staffs. 

CHIHUAHUA Male, 10 weeks old, 
£380. 

01384 326332. 

CHIHUAHUA pedigree, 12 months 
old, Male, all injections. £450 ono. 
01384 863454. 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 

"\ 

skip hire 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


FULL BLUE Staffie male, all injec¬ 
tions up to date, 8 months old, 
£550. 07977 865323. 


GEMMA 

Lovely Westie Girl, 7 years old, 
needs a kind responsible home 
due to arrival of new baby. 
No very young children or other 
dogs. 

Ideally suit mature home. 

Call 01384 252158. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


JACK RUSSELL X Scottie Puppies, 
small, amazing colours with 
parents, 7 weeks, £95. 

07766 089200. 

QUALITY HOME BRED Standard 
Poodle puppies. Black or white, 
boys £400, girls £450. Very 
sociable. Vet checked and inocu¬ 
lated. Good with other dogs. 
Grooming advice available. 
Mother lives with us. 07788 
713882.01902 845245. 


SHIH TZU PUPPIES Wormed to 
date, vet checked, too good homes 
only, £400. 07851 993766. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BETSIT With own kitchen, Penn 
area, suit working person, quiet 
location. £65pw. 01543 504770. 

BURROWS CROFT Bilston, One 
bedroom flat, deposit / refrences 
required, no DHSS, no pets, pre¬ 
ferred age 45 plus. 07949 641711 

COSELEY large 1-bed self con¬ 
tained flat, parking. £360 exclusive. 
07970 174138. 

FLAT TO LET WOLVERHAMPTON 

1/2 bed CH, DSS welcome. Off 
road parking. 07718 896058. 

ONE BED FLAT Cradley area, CH, 
DG, off road parking, £100pw, 
deposit required. 07976 781003. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house in 
Netherton. Single £85, Double 
£95pw inc bills. No DSS. Small dep. 
01384 401747 / 07940 116130. 


TWO-BED HOUSE Penn Fields. 
£110pwk. Smart and clean. 

07970 659149 or 01902 745239. 



TENBY WALES 


(15 minutes drive) 
Bungalow, Timber frame, CH, 
DG, large bay windows, door 
arches, over 50’s only, 

£85,000. 

As new 
07816 292546. 
www.willowparkhomes 
_.co.uk_ 

TWO BUNGALOWS 


SEMI DETACHED 


KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation. 
Substantial plot of land. 
Four car workshop at rear. 
Sold as one unit. 


£265,000. 

Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm). 




OMBERSLEY, NR WORC’S 


Holiday bungalow. Two bed¬ 
rooms, shower room and toilet. 
Through lounge and galley 
kitchen. Sits in own gardens. 
Ring for more details. 

£22,000 ono. 

07970 274163. 



ONE BEDROOM MOBILE HOME, 

in Coven, DG, GCH, private site, 
corner plot, £60,000 ono. 
Telephone 01902 791415. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 

A BETTER CASH DEAL PAIC 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 

CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 
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“ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% 

0 I OF PURCHASE PRICE 


VAW 

\x\m 


C°)Q£57 CfDCSQD©^ 

We are a family run local business. We also buy Commercial & Industrial, Shops, 
BLhoK £ A fair offer from people you can trust 
COUNTRY W Buying properties for over 30 years. j Tum j C^^i/ 
HOMES ® No fees - Free solicitors 


factories, land, building plots....even your garden! 


'OH/ 



i IF 


08000321718 


‘Subject to terms ** PI Group 


.biackcou 


PRIVATE 


|rmvMi| 

INVESTOR 


HOlT’T DEitAY 

CALL TODAY 


looking for property 
in ANY CONDITION 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 


^ the name you can trust ^ 

Harrison Fowler 

Any Property, Any Condition 

. FREE Valuation 

• FREE Solicitors 

• No Obligation 

• No Fees • Fast Completion 

0800 587 2422 /01902 628060 

^ 24 hours ^ 


WE PAY MORE 

■100% every time* 

■ Free Solicitors No Fees* 


01334: 220 0871 
0800 ©33 3388 




Cash paid for your property 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


Buying property since 1984 

OFFER ON 


in a mess? 
talk in confidence 
we can hep 


CASH NOW 

FOR YOUR HOUSE 


we can buy your house in 

• Legal Fees Paid • Any Condition 

• No Fees • Guaranteed Offer 

01902 628060 
0800 389 6788 24 hrs 


Wolverhampton properties days 


WE ravr MORE 

BUY ANY HOUSE, ANY AREA, ANY CONDITION 

Subject to terms & conditions 

b 24-7 0800 085 6626 or 0121 274 0398 




SELL QUICK 


One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion 
any condition, any circumstances 


077 8808 
226087 


J EArJ ZBAf At I f PPJCE! 

I pay 100% of purchase price 


^FOR THE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 

B! 


• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees* 




of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 / 
01922 689023 


A Its simple as that... 

B e u@r you will get the 

best deal on your 
- - home from 

Deal FIRST GENERAL HOMES 

0800 917 1233 / 0121 308 7786 


( 


sell your house 

we are just a 
phone call away 

• Any Circumstances 

• Any condition • No fees 
Fast completion 

0800 066 5558 
0121 274 0398 


problem 
KJ/ property 


Nothing worries us, we will buy 
your house whatever the problem 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK i 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 

01543 499 032 
Anytime 


KANO m 

Ilex 

111 4481 


mmmmi] 

0000000^33 


STRAIGHT TALK 

FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

10800 500 3109 
01902 628060 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
Sf Free valuation. Free consultation 
^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 


r 


r 


2]Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelpline Q800 092 5743 

9 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 




We guarantee to beat any tike for tike quote! 

• Reposessions STOPPED * Probate Estates Welcome 
OAlWtfOOD • Houses bought in ANY condition * Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


www.oakwood-homebuyers.com 


mm 121 smi 


CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


| Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years | 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


FreeAds 


Jobs 


c~b 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
•CPCCourses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS" 


FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hqvdrivertraininq.co.uk 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CARS TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


MOT SITE MANAGER/ 
VEHICLE TESTER 
TECHNICIAN for a 

busy service centre, 
Halesowen area. 
Excellent rates of pay. 
Email CV to 

johnsonmotorservices @ 
outlook.com 


full time - general 


Multi Drop Van Driver 

(Experience Essential) 

Required by a leading Hand and Powertool 
distributor in Halesowen 
5 day week- Mon - Fri 
150 mile radius of base. 

Person of experience who is fit and able to work on his/her own 
initiative whilst fitting in with an existing team. 
Competitive salary 
References essential 
Apply in writing giving details of career to 
date by 6th February 2015 to: 

Warren Oakley 

Toolbank/ C A Clemson & Sons 
Coombswood Business Park West 
Steel Park Road, Halesowen. B62 8HD 


Motoring 


BMW 318CI cabriolet, 52 reg, 
manual, silver, electric heated 
leather seats, cruise, FSH, £2,550. 
01902 847906 or 07850 795760. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 

2008, only 90,000 miles, white, 
e/w, e/m, alarm, MoT, c/I, pas, 
diesel, full roof rack, factory 
fitted secure locks, rhino tube. 

£2,800 ono. 

07768 261696. 


MX5 1.8 red, 2001,87k, alloys, MoT, 
January 16, PAS, EW, £1,750 ono. 
07760 887220. 


SEAT IBIZA 1.4 

Petrol, 2010, one lady owner, 
fsh, 12 months MoT, c/I, cruise, 
e/w, a/c, CD, 34k, very good 
condition. 

£5,500 ono. 

Telephone 01384 831961 
or 07773 450020. 
































































































Classif edAds 


MUST BE SEEN 


MERCEDES Cl 80 SE AUTO 
KOMPRESSOR COUPE 

Petrol. 54 plate. 

6 months MoT. FSH. 
124,000 miles. Blue. 
Cream Leather interior. 
Good runner. Reliable. 
Used daily. 

£2,500 ono. 

07948 419369. 
Wolverhampton. 


MUST BE SEEN 


TOYOTA AYGO Sport, Automatic, 
excllent condition, silver 56 reg, 
long MoT, 15,000 miles, £3,700. 
07840 848919 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CHEVROLET TACUMA SX 

2008, 48,000 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air con, 
central locking, MoT, alloys, 
stereo, CD, good condition. 

£1,350 ono. 
07903136456. 


CITROEN C2 1.1, 04 plate, black, 7 
months MoT, FSH, ideal first car, 
cheap insurance, excellent MPG. 
£1,200. 07886 753024. 

CITROEN PICASSO XSARA 2003, 
119,100 Miles, green, electric 
windows, alarm, 2 months 
MoT,£700. 07835 177005 

CITROEN SAXO DESIRE 2003, 
MoT April, good runner. £500 ono. 
07816 818297. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 Diesel, 06, FSH, 
85.000 miles, MoT until Feb 10, 
2016. Just been serviced. £1,375 
ono. 075940 83848. 

FORD FOCUS, 2002, 61,000 miles, 
met grey, electric windows, alloys, 
leather interior, heated seats. 
£1,300 ono. 07584 346931. 

FORD FOCUS DIESEL, 5 door, 55 
reg, new shape, MoT October, 
clean and tidy, £1,295. 

Telephone 07899 419384. 

FORD SIERRA SAPPHIRE 
2.0 Gold, 1988, 60,000 miles only, 
immaculate condition, 12 months 
MoT, £1,200. 01384 294409. 

MITSUBISHI SPACESTAR 1.2, 
2004, sh, MoT, Alloys, power 
steering. Excellent condition, £750. 
01384 440 258. 



ROVER 25 


2003, 46,500 miles, silver, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, long MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, alloys, CD, 2 owners only. 

£800 ono. 

07979 783186. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 

03 reg, 4dr, alloys, central 
locking, full MoT, lady owner, 
drives very well, 

£1,275 ono. 

07956 517744. 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 SXi CDTi 

Diesel, 2004, black, electric tinted 
windows, CD, alloys, Mot’d, service 
history. £1,150. Call 07954 419531 

VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 1.9TDi, 

1997, 189,000 miles, blue, fsh, 
MoT, sunroof, alloys, CD, £650 
ono. 07970 692241. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


CITROEN C2 1.4 HDi diesel, 56 reg, 
grey, MoT Sept, 25,000 miles, all 
old MoT’s, first to see will buy. 
£2,200. 07547 044813. 


LANDROVER DEFENDER, 110 

TD5, 2004, ex PLC, £5,950. 

07768 841443. 



alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


1 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 



ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 



* 

GENT WISHES TO MEET 

Nice cuddly lady, aged 55-64 to 
spend lots of time together and 
to share and care for each 
other. 

Please just send me a letter. 

Box Number PI 9669 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

* 

tr T m 


LONELY ATTRACTIVE 
LADY EARLY 70’s 

Enjoys day trips, evening 
meals, theatre and holidays 
abroad. 

WLTM a non smoking 
gentleman of similar age with a 
good outlook on life and with 
similar interests 
For Friendship/companionship 
local to Brierley Hill, Dudley 
Kingswinford, etc. 

Box Number PI 9672, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



YOUNG 60’S 

Non smoking male, solvent, 
car, fit, etc. 

WLTM attractive lady, similar or 
younger, for nice times home 
and abroad. 

Photo if possible (Will return.) 

Box Number PI 9667, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


LOOKING FOR 

J Haron, F Kimber, U Kimber 

Old Friend would like to know if 
you still live locally to 

Wolverhampton. 

Box Number PI 9663 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



Explore your world with 

star ★extramAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 



Why not add an illustration (as above right) for only £10? (tick appropriate box below) 
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SENDER'S DETAILS 

♦♦♦IMPORTANT*** 


If you have selected an illustrated 

Name: 

message, please enclose a cheque 


for £10, made payable to M.N.A, 

Contact No: 

and sent to the address above. 


Express & Star 01902 317 878 
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Building Plans 


Electricians 


Double Glazing 


LUKE’S local AE RJALS 

1|P 0121 445 1382 

^^^uke’s Mobile: 07864 590543*"*^ 
NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Appliance Repairs 




EMiflnD 

and all White Goods 

"Don't go and m. 

buy a new one , 
get it repaired ,.. 1 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

Tel: 0121 5509800 



METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

/Fee Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 




DAVID ADAMSl 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing 0ver35yrs 

• Landscaping experience 

• Block paving ^ 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 




Winter Deal!!! 

Is your fuseboard in need of 
an upgrade? 

Does your house wiring 
need an MOT? 


J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 

Winter Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 
only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 

Call us today on 

01215316884 or 07753 393562 

Sgff Saf8ty for more information 

•f— www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 1“ 

07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) " CONTRACTOR 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 


I +— Q1384 278471 


A M ELECTRICAL f"3 
SERVICES lC3 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower / Extra Sockets 
PAT Testing ^Safety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2 
07785 781652* 


MB > electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - — 


mbelectric. co. uk B 


Decorating 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured § 

0.A.P Discounts _ 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

t Painters & 
S Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: I 384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 


blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 
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SCOTTS WINDOW 


liKi'ii'i'JiiiiiyiiiiFi 

- Misty Units 

• Broken Locks 

• Door Repairs 

- Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


07973 84 84 38 
0800 034 0344 


Fencing 



■-■Silencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 


Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing ft Cates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Slav# on| 

D1384 242891 or 17970 300586 




Roberts & 
Guttering 
Services 

15% Discount 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & 
repair call 
Robert for a 
free quote on 
07767869792 
Soffits Fascias 


GARDEH TOOLS 

Serviced & Sharpened 
Mowers FROM £50 
Collected & Delivered 

01384821105 

07746195172 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


Garden Services 

Fencing, Slabbing, Block 
Paving, Patios, Garden Walls, 
Tree Lopping, Hedge and 
Grass Cutting 

FREE QUOTES 

liTBlglSBBSg 





Call us on... 

E-mail us at... 

Post to... 1 

U B 01902 319590 

i lisa.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk ^k \ 

Y Lisa Dandy Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
-4 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B 7 Q OQB M 


























































































































Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 





Elegant 
Stairs 


by mature 



For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 


0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Mot’s 


MOT 

£ 27.99 

with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


0 

MOT 


Plastering 


Plumbing & Heating 



C JL Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^4^ Quality renderin 9 and terrolining. 


07538 718264 



All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 






KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


BH PLASTERERS 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
cnmplete rnnms 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Plumbing & Heating 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

•Bathrooms Suites 

» • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

1 j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

IGall*Ri5h1iraro79021557£4961 

H O 


OUSEHOLD- 

_ U IVI BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/CL fi All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 

www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 


• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 





FREE QUOTES 


I y) ^Maestro^ 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 




HEATING & 
PLUMBING 


• REPAIRS 

• INSTALLATION • SERVICE 
• LANDLORD SAFETY 
CERTIFICATES 
• NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

20°/o ELDERLY 
DISCOUNT 

CALL SHAUN 

07850 S5134G 

edmheatingandplumbing@hotmail .co.uk 


4 Kni g ht Gas 

F Heating & Plumbing 
Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 


CQU 

Plumbing Servues 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Roofing 


HOOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


__ m 

Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 



’■B ft #1 ALL ASPECTS 
Hll V.\OF ROOFING 

IVlCXw UNDERTAKEN 

ROOFING 

’ Pitched roof repaired 
»Flat roofs replaced 
> Chimneys/Ridge tiles repointed 
»UPVC Fascia Soffit & Guttering 

Member of 
Fixahome 
traders 

scheme Dll 

ed 


eat. oven. 30 tyeana 

Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ I 5 SMALL REPAIRS £ I 5 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ I 5 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney hashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 824993 


elite | ri!astics 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Ekpertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 




Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 


SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 
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Halesowen Chronicle 


Specialists 


Window Specialists 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 


FirMrE - a&aaaiiia 

(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

(01384) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 

ALL BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


www.fine-linepaving. co. uk 


Tiling 





I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories.^^^ 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 


FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

(V 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 1 


For a free quote call Ian on 


01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


V 1 





Our Specialist Section 
offers you a wide range 
of local businesses 
and tradesman to deal 
with your needs and 
requirements. 





E-mail us at... 

lisa.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 






Post to... 

Lisa Dandy, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 





CUSTOMERS 

n n/M #i it is 1 * 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
























































Reanne 
second 
win right 
on cue 

DUDLEY’S Reanne Ev¬ 
ans has retaining her 
Eden Resources Mas¬ 
ters title at the Crucible 
Sports Bar, Newbury. 

Evans, world champion 
for the past 10 years, took 
the £850 first prize when 
she beat Hong Kong- 
based world No.2 Ng On 
Yee 5-1 in the final. 

During the two-day 
event the 30-year-old 
produced several sizeable 
breaks including a 104 
against Hong Kong’s So 
Man Yan in the qualify¬ 
ing stages, for which she 
also took the high break 
prize of £50, and also saw 
off fellow Dudley player 
Maria Catalano in the 
last four. 

Evans was pleased with 
her form and now has her 
sights set on yet another 
world title at the North¬ 
ern Snooker Centre in 
Leeds in April. 

“I played solidly and 
had quite a lot of 50s, 60s, 
and 70s as well as a hun¬ 
dred break,” she said.“I’m 
now looking forward to 
the next couple of events 
and defending the world 
championship,” she said. 

But Evans admitted 
that she remains frus¬ 
trated by the lack of back¬ 
ing for the women’s game, 
with a number of tourna¬ 
ments this season already 
having been cancelled due 
to a lack of entries. 


Golfer gets 
reward for 
hole in one 

IT’S time for a hole lot of 
celebration for a Wall Heath 
golfer when he scored a 
hole-in-one during a recent 
club competition. 

John Hartill, age 59, 
scored his ace with a five- 
iron on the 165-yard, par- 
three 17th at Enville GC, 
and the 13-handicapper was 
rewarded with member¬ 
ship of the exclusive BOSS 
Watches HI Club and a spe¬ 
cially-commissioned, com¬ 
memorative clock. 

The company has once 
again pledged to reward 
club golfers with an exclu¬ 
sive watch for every hole-in- 
one recorded during a club 
competition - and Harth- 
ill is among the latest to 
achieve the feat this year. 

No extra registration is 
required to participate. 


Hales up against tough opposition 


Sandbach 37 Old Halesonians 24 

HALES travelled to Cheshire for a difficult 
contest against a fit, open-running Sand¬ 
bach team and backs that ran everything 
from everywhere. 

Hales took the initial exchanges and put 
pressure on the home defence. Sandbach 
came back and forced an early penalty to 
lead. 

After six minutes the home side again 
took the game forward, their backs causing 
trouble for Hales defence. They scored a 
well-worked try converted for a 10-0 lead, 

Hales needed to improve, fly-half Ga- 


Rugby 


reth Bown took a late hit off the ball and 
sprained his ankle. He stayed on but this 
was the start of the team’s injuries. 

After 16 minutes a scrum close to the 
Sandbach 22 saw Hales dominant, a break 
blindside by scrum half Callum Young fed 
wing Warren Oliver for a try. The away side 
were penalised on 23 minutes, Sandbach 
converted 13 - 5. From the restart Hales 
were again having to defend. They lost sec¬ 
ond row Guy Field with knee trouble and 


flanker Loz Breese who was concussed in 
a tackle. 

They were replaced by Mark Evans and 
Tom Jordan respectively. Sandbach took 
the initiative with a well-worked try, con¬ 
verted for a 20-5 lead at half time. 

Evans and Taylor rallied the players and 
the second half started more positive. The 
forwards with front row Louis Padian, Pete 
Fitzgerald and Rich Taylorgave a platform 
for the backs, Young at scrum half gave ex¬ 
cellent service through Bown to the Robin¬ 
son Brothers Carl and Andy who pressured 
the opposite backs. A penalty ensued which 


full back Chris Hooper converted 

On 51 minutes Luke Smith sprinted for 
the line for a try. Hooper converted. 

Pressure again saw three penalties in 
succession given away by Sandbach. Hooper 
converted all three. 

Hales pressure was maintained up until 
10 minutes from time. 

Then Sandbach forced a penaltythen the 
home wing took the blind side for a con¬ 
verted try. 

Only 5 minutes to goSandbach kicked 
through the defence, the chasing wing out¬ 
paced the Hales players to score. 


City bids farewell to 
local hero Sir Jack 


THE West Midlands said a tearful farewell to 
one of its favourite sons as thousands united 
for Sir Jack Hayward’s funeral. 

Thousands of people lined the streets, with parts 
of the city centre coming to a standstill to pay trib¬ 
ute to the legendary 91-year-old former Wolves own¬ 
er, who died last month. 


In scenes not witnessed fo 
ered in a heaving Queen 
Square where the service 
was relayed on a giant 
screen. Despite the bitter 
February weather, the fans 
silently stayed before break¬ 
ing into cheers, chants and 
applause as the coffin was 
carried from the church. 

Hundreds of invited 
guests packed into St Pe¬ 
ter’s Church for the funeral, 
attended by Sir Jack’s long¬ 
time companion Patti Bloom 
and his three children Jona¬ 
than, Rick and Susan. 

Wolves players and man¬ 
agers past and present also 
attended the service, which 
fittingly lasted 90 minutes. 

Sir Jack’s coffin was 
draped in a Union Flag and 
had an RAF service uniform 
placed on top, as well as 
roses in a floral tribute. 

TV presenter Suzi Perry, 
John Richards, Ron Flow¬ 
ers and Steve Bull were 
among those paying trib¬ 
ute, as was West Bromwich 
Albion chairman Jeremy 
Peace. Jonathan Hayward 
thanked everyone for at¬ 
tending, including the thou¬ 
sands outside. He and Rick 
gave readings during an 
emotional service, while a 
eulogy came from Sir Jack’s 
friend of 45 years, Baroness 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint. 

The service was ‘com¬ 
posed with great thought 


decades, a huge crowd gath- 

Football 


and detail’ by Sir Jack him¬ 
self. 

It included readings of 
the poems ‘If’ by Rudyard 
Kipling and William Blake’s 
‘The Tyger’ read by Led 
Zeppelin singer Robert 
Plant. 

Hymns chosen by the pa¬ 
triotic millionaire included 
Jerusalem and O Valiant 
Hearts. 

There was also The Bat¬ 
tle Hymn of the Republic 
(Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!) 
explained in the order of 
service as a ‘tribute to the 
USA, to whom Jack owed so 
much’. 

Wolves chief executive Jez 
Moxey also made and emo¬ 
tional contribution to the 
service, saying: “We miss 
you Sir Jack - we love you 
Jack.” Baroness Heyhoe 
Flint said of her friend: “He 
was a role model, highly 
visible, very approachable, 
honest and caring. A man 
who never took a penny out 
the club. 

“We loved him. He was 
loyal to us. We are so lucky 
to have shared his life.” 

As she ended her heartfelt 
tribute, the congregation 
broke out into spontaneous 
applause. 



Thousands gathered in Wolverhampton city centre to say farewell to their hero Sir Jack Hayward 


Caution 
as Brum 
fixtures 
released 

SPEEDWAY fixtures for 
Cradley and Birming¬ 
ham’s National League 
campaign have been re¬ 
leased - but with a note of 
caution. 

The Heathens have 
five away matches where 
the date has yet to be 
confirmed - including a 
Perry Barr derby against 
the Brummies, pencilled 
in for Wednesday, August 
19. But the draft list was 
issued anyway. 

Cradley fixtures, National 
League unless stated: 

March: 18, Birmingham (Chal¬ 
lenge) A, 25 Birmingham (CH) H. 

April: 8 Coventry H, 22 East¬ 
bourne H. 

May: 13 Mildenhall H, 24 East¬ 
bourne A, 27 Birmingham H. 

June: 10 Kent H, 21 Mildenhall 
A, 24 Reserved H. 

July: 8 Stoke H, 22 Buxton H. 

August: 12 Golden Hammer 
(Individual) H, 15 Stoke A, 26 
King’s Lynn H, 29 Rye House A. 

September: 9 Rye House H. 

Away fixtures against Coven¬ 
try, Buxton, Kent, King’s Lynn 
and Birmingham to be con¬ 
firmed. 

Birmingham fixtures, National 
League unless stated: 

March: 18 Cradley (Challenge) 
H, 25 Cradley (CH) A. 

April: 3 Stoke H, 15 Rye House 
H. 

May: 6 King’s Lynn H, 20 East¬ 
bourne (Knockout Cup) H, 27 
Cradley A, 31 Eastbourne (KOC) 
A. 

June: 1 Kent A, 3 Buxton H, 17 
Coventry H, 27 Stoke A. 

July: 1 Mildenhall H, 8 King’s 
Lynn A, 15 Kent H, 17 Coventry A, 
25 Rye House A. 

August: 2 Mildenhall A, 5 Re¬ 
served H, 16 Buxton A, 23 East¬ 
bourne A. 

September: 2 Eastbourne H, 
16 Reserved H, 30 Joe Thurley 
Memorial H. 

Home fixture against Cradley 
to be confirmed. 
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Foster is 

backing 

Fletcher 

BEN FOSTER has hailed 
Albion new-boy Darren 
Fletcher as a “perfect fit” 
and backed him to raise the 
Baggies’ standards by 10 
per cent. 

Fletcher is standing by 
for his debut at Burnley on 
Sunday after moving on a 
free transfer from Manches¬ 
ter United on Monday. 

And Foster, his former 
Old Trafford team-mate, 
says the former Scotland 
captain will help raise the 
bar for his new team-mates. 

“It’s great for the club,” 
said Foster. “He fits per¬ 
fectly into the ethos of our 
club.” 

“We built the foundations 
we have now on players like 
that - hard working, good 
quality, honest, a player you 
can rely on.” 


THIS WAY 




Star Employment 

services 1 


Associated with 

Express & Star STAR 


Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 or visit www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, February 5, 2015 



















SPORT 


Tough time Hero's farewell 


Old Hales up against 
tough opposition 
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City turns out for Sir 
Jack’s funeral 
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Khalsa 
move to 
top spot 
in table 

Sporting Khalsa 3 
Cradley Town 0 

SPORTING Khalsa moved 
into top spot in the West 
Midlands league with a 
comfortable victory over 
neighbours Cradley. 

All of the damage was 
done in a first half in which 
the home side dominated. 

The breakthrough came 
on eight minutes with 
Craig Bannister who surge 
forward and finished with 
aplomb past the onrushing 
Matt Jones. 

The match was effectively 
sealed as a contest thanks 
to two quick goals just after 
the half hour. 

First, Robinson - making 
his home debut at the back 
for Khalsa - bundled home 
from a corner before Nicky 
Campbell slotted home a 
penalty after Mensah Kinch 
was felled in the box. 

Bladen sounded a warn¬ 
ing that Cradley were not 
completely dead and buried, 
putting a header over James 
Pemberton’s bar from 12 
yards with two minutes to 
go to the break. 

Khalsa were unable to 
press on in the second half 
and build on their three goal 
advantage. 

First, Jones produced an¬ 
other excellent save, again 
to deny Townsend just three 
minutes after the restart 
and then Bannister was 
flagged for offside after con¬ 
verting a Kinch cross. 

Warning to 
Berahino 

ALBION legend Ally Rob¬ 
ertson has warned Saido Be¬ 
rahino not to rock the boat 
- after the club’s top scorer 
admitted he hopes to move 
“on to bigger things”. 

Robertson believes the 
21-year-old striker risks in¬ 
curring the wrath of boss 
Tony Pulis, after giving 
an interview in which he 
claimed fans will give him 
their blessing to depart if he 
scores the goals to keep Al¬ 
bion in the Premier League. 

It is understood Berahino 
did not have permission 
from the club to give the 
interview, the contents of 
which was widely publicised 
this week. 

And Robertson said: “I 
think Mr Pulis would want 
everyone to be giving 100 
per cent and not thinking 
about themselves. 

“The position we are in 
needs that - the last thing 
we need is someone trying 
to rock the boat.” 


Fletcher must prove himself again at Baggies 


ALBION new-boy Darren Fletcher says 
he must prove himself all over again after 
swapping Manchester United’s quest for 
titles for the Baggies’ battle against rele¬ 
gation. 

Fletcher insists he is ready for the Pre¬ 
mier League survival scrap after arriving on 
Monday in a free-transfer beat-the-deadline 
deal. 

But he admits that his achievements at 
Old Trafford, which include five Premier 
League titles and a Champions League win¬ 
ner’s medal, count for little now. 

“Everything you’ve done in the past is all 


Football 


well and good but you’ve got to go out and 
prove yourself in every game and this is a 
new challenge for me so I am going to have 
to go and prove myself to the fans,” said the 
31-year-old. 

“My aim is to progress the club, to get us 
back up the league, finishing in the top half 
and things like that. 

“I want good cup runs and to play as 
many games as I can and earn the respect 
of the fans and hopefully they will enjoy me 


as a player in the time I’m here. It is a dif¬ 
ferent challenge but it’s one that I’m well 
aware of. 

“I know the position that the club are 
in right now and I don’t want to be down 
there. 

“We want to stay in the league and push 
up the league. 

“I’m more than aware of that, I know 
what’s in store and I’m here to help and to 
get the team where I think they belong.” 

And Fletcher, who was Albion’s only 
deadline-day addition, revealed Baggies 
boss Tony Pulis played a key role in lur¬ 


ing him to The Hawthorns. I know of West 
Brom’s history and I have been here many 
times playing but the manager was a big 
pull,” said Fletcher. 

“We had a few conversations and he re¬ 
ally sold the club and his ideas to me. 

“It’s great when a manager really wants 
you and lets that be known and every 
conversation we had was fantastic,” said 
Fletcher. 

“I have great respect for him and he was 
someone I really wanted to play for but I 
knew I was coming to a great club as well,” 
he added. 


NEW BOY JAKE 
GIVES YEITZ WIN 


Halesowen 2-1 Stamford 

A last gasp winner from new signing 
Jake Jones took away the bitter taste 
of October’s meeting with Stamford. 

The Yeltz claimed their 2-1 win at the Zeeko 
Stadium. Halesowen hadn’t won a game since 
they beat Matlock on January 10, and a win 
would put them back on track towards the 


/-offs 

Their opponents Stam¬ 
ford looked to continue their 
winning ways after beating 
Belper 3-2 on Saturday. 

The game started off with 
the Daniels getting the first 
decent chance at goal, as 
Tom McGowan’s through 
ball reached Ryan Robbins 
whose powerful shot was 
well held by Matt Sargeant. 

Stamford kept up the 
pressure, as Richard Jones 
headed the ball across the 
box to Michael Built, whose 
looping header bounced off 
the top of the crossbar. 

Chance 

Halesowen’s first real 
chance came on 22 min¬ 
utes, as Haseley broke past 
the Daniels’ defence and 
hit a shot which was firstly 
saved by Andy Stevens but 
he could only parry the ball 
back to the Yeltz striker 
who couldn’t find the net as 
his second shot flew into the 
side netting. 

It was just past the half 
hour mark where the dead¬ 
lock was broken, as Haseley 
passed the ball to Iyseden 
Christie in the penalty area, 
and after a defensive error 
from Stamford, he comfort¬ 
ably placed the ball into the 
net. 

However, the lead was 
to be short lived after half 


Football 


time. A lapse of concentra¬ 
tion from the Yeltz allowed 
Robbins to burst down the 
left wing and he hit a low 
cross past the outstretching 
hand of Sargeant and to Jor¬ 
dan Smith, who was able to 
easily tap the ball into the 
net. 

After 70 minutes, new 
signing Jake Jones came on 
in place of Aaron Griffiths. 

Jones turned the game on 
its head almost instantly, as 
he skipped past two Stam¬ 
ford defenders before curl¬ 
ing the ball past Stevens to 
only see it just go wide of the 
right hand post. 

The game came into its 
final minutes, and on 88 
minutes, Elliott Turner’s 
powerful effort renounced 
off the bat and towards 
Jake Jones, who controlled 
the ball and he gently lifted 
it over Andy Stevens and 
into the net. 

Halesowen keep their 
play-off hopes alive. 

Halesowen: Sargeant, 
Green, Griffiths (Jones), 
Forde, Hull, Tilt, Charlton, 
Tonks, Christie (Thomp¬ 
son-Brown), Haseley, 
Bragoli (Turner). 

Subs: Pearson, Macken¬ 
zie. 


Whiley celebrates second open doubles title 



Jordanne Whiley with doubles partner Yui Kamiji after winning the Australian Open doubles 


BRITAIN’S Jordanne Whiley and 
Japan’s Yui Kamiji claimed their sec¬ 
ond Australian Open women’s dou¬ 
bles wheelchair tennis title and their 
fifth successive Grand Slam crown 
on Friday at Melbourne Park after 
defeating second seeds Jiske Griffio- 
en and Aniek van Koot 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Meanwhile, fellow Brit Gordon 
Reid finished runner-up in the men’s 
doubles partnering Argentina’s Gus¬ 
tavo Fernandez. 


Whiley and Kamiji fought back 
from 2-0 down in the opening set to 
draw level with the Dutch pairing, 
but they couldn’t fully retrieve a sec¬ 
ond break as Griffioen and van Koot 
took the opener. 

However, Whiley and Kamiji broke 
a sequence of service holds at the end 
of the second set to take it 6-4 and 
force a tense decider in which they 
bounced back from 3-1 down to even¬ 
tually edge ahead 6-5, before break¬ 


ing the Dutch serve one last time in 
a tense finale. 

Victory in Melbourne came in 
three hours and 21 minutes and 
means that Whiley and Kamiji’s am¬ 
bitions to secure a second successive 
calendar year Grand Slam remain 
intact as they now focus on Roland 
Garros in June. 

“I’m really delighted to win such 
a tough match, Jiske and Aniek gave 
us a great game. 


Albion’s 

transfer 

disaster 

ALBION have suffered a 
double deadline-day disap¬ 
pointment as deals for Carl¬ 
ton Cole and Martin Olsson 
broke down - but Darren 
Fletcher signed on a free 
transfer from Manchester 
United. 

The Baggies had looked 
poised to announce a 
high-profile triple swoop 
for former Scotland captain 
Fletcher, West Ham striker 
Cole and Norwich full-back 
Olsson. 

But the Hammers pulled 
the plug on Cole’s move at 
the 11th hour with the vet¬ 
eran target man waiting at 
the Albion training ground 
after agreeing personal 
terms and passing a medi¬ 
cal. 

And Olsson’s proposed 
move from Norwich was 
not completed after late 
hitches, with Graham Dor- 
rans’ move in the opposite 
direction also called off. 

Fletcher was the only 
deadline-day arrival, leaving 
boss Tony Pulis inevitably 
disappointed after making a 
striker his No.l priority. 

The head coach called 
off record signing Brown 
Ideye’s proposed move to 
Al-Gharafa in Qatar after 
the collapse of the Cole deal 
happened. 

Lambert turns 
back on Villa 

VILLA’S late move for 
Rickie Lambert on transfer 
deadline day failed because 
the life-long Liverpool fan 
was unwilling to leave An- 
field. 

The England frontman 
was recruited in the sum¬ 
mer by Reds boss Brendan 
Rodgers, but decided the 
switch to Villa, at a reported 
£5m was not for him. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed by 
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